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SCHOOLS FACE 
FUNDING CRISIS 


TRIBUTE 

King of Rock 9 Ted 
Gray dies aged 81 

THE man known as the ‘King of Rock’ has 
died after six decades at the helm of a fa¬ 
mous Black Country sweet firm. 

Ted Gray, who ran Edward Gray’s of 
Dudley with his sister Betty, was 81. He 
had worked at the factory, started by his 
grandfather in 1826, since he was 15 and 
continued into his 70s. 

His daughter Julie Healy, 53, said: “He 
was very proud of the business, especially 
the herbal tablets. Only certain family mem¬ 
bers know the recipe. He mixed the ingre¬ 
dients himself to keep it secret. He was a 
very generous man and loved his job.” 


Report by Nick Humphreys 


FUNDING to schools in Hale¬ 
sowen is set to be slashed, 
with more than £18 million 
to disappear from education 
across Dudley, according to 
new figures. 

The shock statistics have been re¬ 
leased on a website launched by the 
National Union of Teachers, called 
schoolcuts.org. 

It is predicted that the budget for schools will 
have to be reduced by 2020 and one of the hard¬ 
est hit will be Earls High School, which will lose 
£597,873 according to the figures. That equates 
to 16 teaching posts or £500 per pupil. 

Windsor High School 
and Sixth Form is also 
set to be hit, losing 
£529,417. That works 
out to £379 per pupil or 
14 teachers. 

Halesowen C of E 
Primary is set to lose 
£143,477 by 2019, 
which works out to 
£752 per pupil or four 
teachers. Manor Way 
Primary Academy will 
Councillor Alan Taylor lose out on £119,726, 
equivalent of £581 per 
pupil or three teachers. 

Councillor Alan Taylor, who represents 
Halesowen South, said: “It really is a lot of 
money that schools can’t afford to lose. I’m not 
sure how accurate the figures really are but 
the schools can ill afford to lose that kind of 
amount if it is correct. 

Less 

“A lot of services are facing big cuts and are 
being expected to do more with less money. It’s 
happening all over the country as well as in 
Halesowen.” 

Across the whole of Dudley, schools stand to 
lose £18,494,248, which is equivalent to £436 
per pupil or 496 teachers. 

The website claims funding to schools is set 
to be cut by nearly £110 million in the Black 
Country and Staffordshire. The huge sum is 
equivalent to 2,947 teachers. 

Analysts worked out the figures after looking 
at school budgets, the number of pupils, how 
much cash will be available to them in 2020, 
how much cash per pupil schools will lose and 
the equivalent full time teacher salaries. 

The website map lists schools and shows 
what they stand to lose. Teacher figures are 
based on the national average salary of £37,000. 

Kit Armstrong, NUT Midlands secretary, 
said: “Every constituency across the Midlands 
is affected by what is going to be the biggest 
education funding crisis in years. The Govern¬ 
ment needs to find more funding for all schools 
and colleges to avert this crisis.” 



ATHLETES ON THEIR MARKS FOR YEAR OF SUCCESS 



On track for success - young athletes Iris Oliarnyk and, right, Will Hall, with Sandwell leisure chief Councillor Richard Marshall 


IT’S going to be a big year for Sandwell’s top 
young athletes, who are gearing up for a busy 
2017 - including 17-year-old hockey player 
William Hall, of Cradley Heath. 

Will is already rated as one of the top eight 
goalkeepers in the country after an impres¬ 
sive training camp with England Hockey at 
Loughborough. 

He had a starring role at the Hockey Fu¬ 
tures Cup competition in September and Will 
is now setting his sights on breaking into the 
England Under-18 squad. 

Another young athlete who ended last year 


on a high was 15-year-old Iris Oliarnyk, from 
Oldbury. Iris is already representing England 
in the pentathlon and recently won a team 
gold as part of the England team competing 
at Athlone in Ireland. She won an individual 
bronze medal with a personal best score of 
3446 points. 

Already among the top young pentathletes 
in the country, Iris will now step up to com¬ 
pete in the heptathlon, meaning adding the 
javelin and 200 metres to her skills set. 

Eighteen year old para-swimmer Scott 
Hadley, of Tipton, is aiming to build on a bril¬ 


liant performance at the national para-swim¬ 
ming championships in Manchester. 

Scott achieved four personal best perfor¬ 
mances, including gold medals in the men’s 
100m backstroke and the men’s 100m breast¬ 
stroke representing Orion swimming club. 

Scott also picked up two silvers during the 
two-day meeting, when he was competing 
with some of the GB para-Olympic team from 
last summer’s Rio games. 

Anyone in Sandwell and competing at top 
level could get backing. Visit www.sandwell. 
gov.uk/giftedandtalented for information. 


COURT 

Inquest opens on 
mother’s death 

AN inquest has opened on a woman 
allegedly killed by her son. 

Hazel Jennens, aged 76, died in 
Russells Hall Hospital on January 20, 
2016. Her son Mark Jennens, aged 39, 
of Sorrel Walk, Brierley Hill, is facing 
one count of manslaughter and his trial 
is set to take start at Wolverhampton 
Crown Court on July 10. 

She was allegedly pushed to the 
floor, fracturing her hip. Cause of death 
given was pneumonia and the inquest 
was suspended due to the court case. 


ACCIDENT 

Fatal crash as car 
and lorry in collision 

A MAN from Dudley died after his car was 
involved in a collision with a lorry. 

The 40-year-old died at the scene of the 
crash on the A361 near Ashby St Ledgers, 
between Kilsby and Daventry, on Saturday 
morning. 

He was travelling in his silver BMW es¬ 
tate towards Daventry when it was in colli¬ 
sion with a red Iveco lorry travelling in the 
opposite direction at about 10.20am. 

An air ambulance, road crew and first 
responder attended, along with fire crews 
from Daventry, Mereway and Rugby. 
Northamptonshire Police had not named 
the victim and is appealing for witnesses. 
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Victim, 82, died before blaze broke out 


A LOVING grandmother had already died before 
a fire started in her house due to a dropped ciga¬ 
rette, an inquest heard. 

The blaze broke out on the ground floor of Edith 
Williams’ home in Catesby Drive, Kingswinford, 
just after 11.15pm on November 14. 

Black Country Coroners Court heard how 
neighbours were alerted to the fire after hearing 
the smoke alarm go off and seeing flames from the 
downstairs window. 

They tried to douse the flames through the win¬ 
dow by using bowls of water before emergency ser¬ 
vices arrived. Firefighters discovered 82-year-old 
Mrs Williams in her armchair. 


The hearing was told that the former bakery as¬ 
sistant had limited mobility and had suffered ill 
health since 2010. 

A fire investigation report into the incident de¬ 
tailed that it was believed she had died prior to the 
fire from a ‘natural event’. 

Her son Tim Williams, from Wall Heath, de¬ 
scribed the incident as being ‘their worst fear’. He 
said: “She was a heavy smoker and would sleep in 
her armchair and have carers come in to visit. We 
even had webcams set up so that we could check 
that she was alright. 

“I saw her on the night and left about 9pm. Her 
last words to my wife were ‘where are my ciga¬ 


rettes?’ We locked the door and she always kept 
the window open so we would put the keys back 
through. 

“It was our worst fear that she would fall asleep 
and drop a cigarette.” 

A statement from fire officer Lee Scott-Richards 
said: “She was sat back into the armchair with ev¬ 
idence of burns to her clothes but there was no 
evidence that she was aware of the fire or had tried 
to make an escape or put it out. It seemed that the 
death occurred before the fire was established.” 

The cause of death given was ischemic heart 
disease and senior coroner Zafar Siddique gave a 
conclusion of death by natural causes. 


Families hit as play 
centres lose funding 

CHILDREN’S play centres and 
after-school clubs are to close 
across Sandwell, resulting in the 
loss of 26 jobs. 

Sandwell Adventure Play Associa¬ 
tion (SAPA) has been forced to axe 14 
services after losing £300,000-a-year 
funding. 

The move will leave parents facing sig¬ 
nificant disruption in their day-to-day lives. 

As well as play centres, SAPA also provides 
childcare services, with staff picking up 
children from school and looking after 
them at the centres until the parents fin¬ 
ish work. It also runs two pre-school play¬ 
groups. 

Sandwell Council bosses said SAPA had 
not been successful in applying for funding 
but insisted the cash would still be availa¬ 
ble for other providers. 

The voluntary service operates from 
centres across the borough, including at 
Riddins Mound Children’s Centre in Cra- 
dley Heath, Wesley Centre in Wednesbury, 

Kenrick Park Community Centre in West 
Bromwich, Wiltshire Way Play Centre in 
Hateley Heath, Wallace Close and Lion 
Farm Play Centres in Oldbury and the 
Windmill Centre in Smethwick. 


Sale heralds new era for old pub 


Alternative 

After-school clubs open for three and a 
half hours from Monday to Friday and also 
between 8am and 6pm during the school 
holidays to support parents who are unable 
to get time off work. 

SAPA has been based in Sandwell for al¬ 
most 50 years but funding from the council 
will cease at the end of March. 

Bosses said efforts to source alternative 
funding had been unsuccessful. A total of 
26 staff will lose their jobs. 

Field officer Chris Harwood said: “Obvi¬ 
ously we are very disappointed and upset. 
We are stunned. The play centres are based 
in areas with deprivation or with little or 
no provision for children to play.” 

Councillor Simon Hackett, children’s 
services boss, said: “It is important to con¬ 
firm that the grant for these services has 
not been cut and that the council has not 
withdrawn any finance from this area. 
SAPA was unsuccessful in bidding for 
grants to support the services they run be¬ 
cause their bid was not of a high enough 
standard.” 


The White Lion Inn, on the corner of Cox’s Lane, Cradley Heath, has 


AN OLD pub, which has stood der¬ 
elict for more than 10 years, could 
get a new lease of life after being 
sold for more than £150,000. 

The White Lion Inn, on the cor¬ 
ner of Cox’s Lane, Cradley Heath, 
operated as a cafe during the 1990s 
before shutting in the early 2000s. 

Estate agents Lex Allan Com¬ 
mercial confirmed that it has been 
sold subject to contract. 

Described as the site of a former 
landmark pub, the sales advert 
classes it as a commercial develop¬ 


ment with a bar area/cafe seating 
area. 

It states: “To the first floor is a 
good sized lounge with two double 
and one single bedrooms. There is 
a bathroom with corner bath and 
enclosed shower with sink and WC. 
The kitchen is compact and has the 
benefit of base and wall units.” 

There are spaces for about 10 
cars directly outside. 

Councillor Chris Tranter, who 
represents the Rowley ward, said: 
“I think that it closed as a pub back 


been sold for more than £150,000 

in the 1960s, but it turned into a 
cafe for quite a long while and that 
was during the 1990s and the early 
2000s. 

Empty 

“Since then it has stood empty. 
Sadly, the factories that used to 
be nearby have closed down and 
it doesn’t really serve a housing 
estate, so it wouldn’t really be any 
good as a pub now. But if it was 
turned into something good, then 
it would be welcomed.” 



Teen shop 
assistant's 
gift swindle 
discovered 

A SHOP assistant swindled her employ¬ 
ers out of thousands of pounds with a 
gift card refund scam. 

Heerah Shahid, a 19-year-old univer¬ 
sity student, carried out the con over 
seven months while working at the 
Mothercare store at Merry Hill shopping 
centre. She used the gift cards to buy 
more than £1,000 worth of goods from 
the firm’s website which she had deliv¬ 
ered to her home in Gammage Street, 
Dudley. 

But her scam fell apart when she at¬ 
tempted to record a ‘refund’ for four 
pushchairs, worth nearly £4,000, and 
the transaction was picked up by Moth- 
ercare’s fraud detection team. 

Shahid appeared before magistrates 
in Walsall, where she pleaded guilty to 
two counts of fraud by abuse of position. 
She will be sentenced at Wolverhampton 
Crown Court on February 9. 

Ms Linda Gudgeon, prosecuting, said 
Shahid credited 15 gift cards with vary¬ 
ing amounts of money, recording them 
as customer refunds from January last 
year. She used them to buy products 
from the firm’s website in her own 
name and were sent to her home. In 
July she began putting money, recorded 
as refunds, directly into her account. Ms 
Gudgeon, said the total amount of the di¬ 
rect transfers attemptedwas £4,644.73. 

Mr Sam Christopher, defending, said 
the second-year biochemistry student, 
who lives with her parents, had no pre¬ 
vious convictions. Shahid was granted 
unconditional bail ahead of the sentence 
hearing next month. 

Filming to start 
on Peaky Blinders 

THE creator of Peaky Blinders has giv¬ 
en an update on series four and said 
filming was set to start soon. 

The 1920s gangster drama set in Bir¬ 
mingham, which is partly filmed at the 
Black Country Living Museum in Dud¬ 
ley, will begin filming in spring. 

Birmingham-born screenwriter and 
director Steven Knight, whose latest 
drama Taboo is currently being screened 
on BBC1, said scripts have recently been 
finalised for the next series, following 
last year’s cliffhanger that saw most of 
the Shelby clan sent to prison. 

Starring Cillian Murphy and Tom 
Hardy, Peaky Blinders has become an 
international hit, with particular suc¬ 
cess in America, and inspired a fashion 
craze for 1920s haircuts and caps. 

Nude pub calendar 
boost for charity 

PUB regulars have raised £2,600 for the 
Teenage Cancer Trust after they bared 
all for a calendar. 

Customers at The Cottage Spring, in 
Brook Street, Woodsetton, joined land¬ 
lady Shelly Price in posing naked. 
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Disabled. Can’t Get Out. OAP 
Or anyone needing that extra help? 
Can’t come to us - We’ll come to you 

We will bring lOO’s of carpet samples, 
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WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T 
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Move heavy furniture and shave doors 
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C] www.ablecarpets.co.uk 


COVERS ALL AREAS 


• Halesowen 

• Cradley 

• Oldhill 

• Blackheath 


• Hasbury 

• Hayley Green 

• Rowley Regis 

• Oldbury 


Adrian Bromley 

01902 

880341 




i EE5BBB1 tn,r 9* ,t ' 

».MH Mi .»wii n. :«> m ....*• 


lov NjuIh I tv.Mr<1 

lor Nad t titling uml Trimming 
Dmbctk Foot Cure 
( U'Htrul T Mil € jm v 
Callus Reduction 
Naim Vuit Unnc» AJio AwsiUtot* 

» ■■a 




















































































3 


mission to halt ivory trade 


Holocaust 
survivor at 
memorial 
ceremony 

A MAN who lived through the hor¬ 
rors of the Nazi Holocaust will be vis¬ 
iting Dudley to speak at the borough’s 
annual memorial event. 

Henri Obstfeld was born in Amster¬ 
dam, Holland, in April 1940, and some 
two years later occupying Nazi troops 
began rounding up Jews. 

Henri was saved by a Dutch couple 
who took him in as their ‘nephew’. 

The memorial event in Dudley is 
organised each year by Dudley North 
MP Ian Austin and Dudley College 
Students’ Union. 

Last year, hundreds of people heard 
Holocaust survivor Susan Pollack de¬ 
scribe her horrendous experiences in 
the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentra¬ 
tion camp. 

The commemoration is open to 
the public and will take place at the 
Broadway campus of Dudley College 
on Friday, January 27, from 12.30pm 
until 2pm. It has been organised with 
the support of the Holocaust Educa¬ 
tional Trust. 

Students from Bishop Milner 
Catholic College and King Edward 
VI Sixth Form College, who visited 
Auschwitz as part of the trust’s Les¬ 
sons from Auschwitz programme, will 
also be speaking at the special com¬ 
memoration. 

It will conclude with the ceremonial 
lighting of a candle of remembrance 
as the Mayor of Dudley, Councillor 
Mohammed Hanif, leads faith leaders 
in a minute’s silence to honour the 
victims of The Holocaust. Mr Austin 
added: “It’s always a very moving and 
dignified event.” 

GP’s surgery 
remains closed 

THE future of a doctor’s surgery 
which has been closed for more than 
six months is still unknown. 

The Coombeswood Surgery, in 
Halesowen, closed in May due to a dis¬ 
pute between the tenant GP and the 
landlord over missed rent payments. 

It was the first kind of closure of its 
kind in England. 

Despite the legal dispute being set¬ 
tled the surgery remains closed due 
to a hold-up with cleaning the build¬ 
ing. NHS bosses had promised the 
re-opening date would be October 17. 

Caroline Brunt, chief nurse at Dud¬ 
ley Clinical Commissioning Group, 
said: “The CCG have continued to 
work closely with the practice man¬ 
agement to progress plans for re-open¬ 
ing the surgery.” 

Elderly woman in 
serious condition 

AN ELDERLY woman remained in a 
serious condition in hospital in Bir¬ 
mingham, as The Chronicle went to 
Press, after being knocked down by a 
car in Colley Lane, Cradley Heath, on 
Wednesday morning (January 11). 


Woman's 



Ellen Cobb launched an online petition 


A YOUNG woman from Stourbridge 
is leading the fight to bring in a total 
ban of ivory sales in the UK. 

More than 97,000 people have 
signed Ellen Cobb’s petition - includ¬ 
ing celebrities Louis Theroux and 
Stephen Fry, who shared the link on 
social media to their millions of fol¬ 
lowers. 

The 22-year-old, who set up the 
petition in August, is a few thousand 
signatures away from the number 
that will mean the issue goes to Par¬ 
liament for a debate. 

Miss Cobb, of Beale Street, feels 


passionately about African elephants 
that are poached in large numbers 
for their ivory tusks, which are later 
carved into ornaments and jewellery. 

In September last year the Govern¬ 
ment took action which fell short of a 
total ban when Andrea Leadsom, then 
Secretary of State for Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs, announced 
a sales ban on ivory younger than 70 
years old. 

When the petition reaches 100,000 
signatures, the issue will be discussed 
by MPs again. Miss Cobb says that 
elephants are still being slaughtered 


in huge numbers and, while the inter¬ 
national trade is illegal, the legal do¬ 
mestic trade means illicit ivory being 
passed off as antique. 

Louis Theroux shared the petition 
via Twitter to his 1.5 million follow¬ 
ers. Stephen Fry also shared the pe¬ 
tition and tweeted: “There’s STILL 
an ivory trade in the UK?! Insane. Do 
sign the petition to ban such wick¬ 
edness.” TV nature presenter Chris 
Packham, presenter Nicky Campbell 
and wildlife film maker Gordon Bu¬ 
chanan have also signed. See www.pe 
tition.parliament.uk/petitions/165905 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

By-election date 
after resignation 

VOTERS in a Dudley ward will head 
to the polls next month for a by-elec¬ 
tion following the resignation of a 
councillor. 

A seat in St Thomas’ ward is va¬ 
cant after Labour’s Councillor Glenis 
Simms stepped down earlier this 
month, citing personal reasons. 

The by-election will be held on 
Thursday, February 16. 

Dudley Council chief executive 
Sarah Norman said: “I would urge 
people to make sure they are regis¬ 
tered to vote.” Polls will open at 7am 
and close at 10pm. 

Care company is 
to create 30 jobs 

A BLACK Country firm which pro¬ 
vides care in homes has announced it 
is creating up to 30 jobs. 

Home Instead Senior Care offers 
support to people in their homes 
across Dudley and Sandwell. 

A range of full-time and part-time 
roles are being created. Applicants do 
not require previous experience in the 
care sector. 

The company says among the areas 
carers are needed are Princes End, 
Rowley Regis, Sedgley, Gornal, Pens- 
nett, and Blackheath. Call Home In¬ 
stead on (01384) 259723. 

New council tests 
for taxi drivers 

PASSENGERS in Dudley can feel saf¬ 
er when they ride in a local taxi cab 
thanks to a new driving test for taxi 
drivers. 

Dudley Council has announced it 
will run the driving tests for all new 
taxi drivers to replace the former 
DVSA assessment tests, which used 
to be compulsory for new taxi drivers. 
The test fee is £79.66, which is the 
same as the former DVSA price. Any¬ 
one who registers as a new taxi driver 
in Dudley will need to pass the test. 

Bolshoi on big screen 
live from Moscow 

SHOWCASE Cinemas is bringing the 
Bolshoi Ballet’s stunning production 
of The Sleeping Beauty to screens in 
Dudley and Walsall. 

Ballet fans will have the rare oppor¬ 
tunity to watch the world renowned 
company streamed live from Moscow 
on Sunday. 

The production features a classic 
score by Tchaikovsky with choreog¬ 
raphy by Yuri Grigorovich. The ballet 
will be screened at 3pm. For tickets 
visit www.showcasecinemas.co.uk 

College double success 

A COLLEGE is celebrating after re¬ 
taining two awards highlighting its 
excellent customer service for stu¬ 
dents. Halesowen College has been 
assessed for the customer service ex¬ 
cellence award and the matrix stand¬ 
ard for advice and guidance, keeping 
both accolades. 


Readers owe borough's 
libraries £3lk in fines 


MORE than £31,000 is owed in fines 
across libraries in Dudley, it has 
been revealed. 

A Freedom of Information request 
shows that 5,482 customer tickets have 
fines attached in the borough. 

Fines for overdue books have a maximum 
charge of £3, with 18 to 59-year-olds paying 
15p per day in fines. But readers aged over 60 
or below 17 years of age do not face a charge if 
their books are overdue. 

A senior opposition councillor says that the 
authority is failing to collect outstanding fines 
and hard-pressed borough services are suffer¬ 
ing as a result 

Leader of the Conservative group at La¬ 
bour-run Dudley Council, Councillor Patrick 
Harley said: “This is a big figure and shows 
that there are clearly problems going on in the 
council as they can’t seem to do the basics - 
such as collecting library fines. 

“Collecting outstanding fines is a basic thing 
for a local authority to be doing, but they don’t 
seem to be getting it right. 

“No wonder they have problems and are 
continuing to cut front line services - they’re 
not doing what they’re supposed to do, which 
is to collect fines. That money could go towards 
some of the services which they have now cut.” 

Helpful 

In July the council announced that library 
opening hours were due to be slashed to save 
money. 

The libraries begun their shorter opening 
hours last August, to help cut costs and react¬ 
ing to falling usage. 

Councillor Rachel Harris, cabinet member 
responsible for libraries, said: “Clearly if people 
owe money in library fines it would be helpful if 
they paid them and I would ask people to settle 
any money owed with us. 

“While we make efforts to contact people 
over fines, including writing to them, we must 
balance the cost of chasing small debts with the 
money that we will eventually recoup.” 

She added: “Although fines are a small per¬ 
centage of the overall budget, they would be 
helpful in continuing to fund the service, al¬ 
though they are not factored into the budget 
setting for libraries.” 

Meanwhile, in Kinver volunteers are in 
training to take over day-to-day running of the 
village library, whilst the building remains the 
responsibility of Staffordshire County Council. 



Faye Hewitt (right) from Halesowen and her best friend Holly Loosmore 
were this week on TV show Coach Trip competing for a luxury holiday 


Pals on 
road to 
TV show 
stardom 


FROM the freezing cold 
Black Country to a sun- 
soaked tour of southern 
Spain - a Halesowen woman 
appeared on television on 
Monday as part of a once in 
a lifetime road trip. 

Faye Hewitt, aged 27, and 
her friend Holly Loosmore, 
28, from Sheffield, met when 
they worked as holiday reps 
in Ayia Napa and as cabin 
crew in Dubai. 

On Monday the duo were 
on Channel 4 show Coach 
Trip on the ‘Road to Marbs’, 
joining other fun-loving hol¬ 
iday-makers to take part 
in exhilarating activities 
as well as checking out the 
nightlife. 

The length of time Faye 
and Holly spend on the trip 
will depend on how popular 
they both are because at the 
end of each day, the pairs 
will vote face-to-face to de¬ 
cide who they no longer wish 
to travel with. Should they 
reach the end of the 30 day 
tour, they will win a luxury 
stay in the glamorous, sun¬ 
drenched Marbella. 

Faye, who went to Perry- 
fields High School, said: “If 
there’s one show we wanted 
to do it would be Coach Trip 
for the travel and the chance 
to do it as best friends.” 


Nursing 


Ypw 


r? \ 

• •« • 


Offering you nursing experience 
and expertise in our idyllic country 
retreat ensuring your stay with us 
feels like home from home. 


Home 



We offer 
24 hour nursing care in a warm 
and friendly environment 
Single and double bedrooms 
available, en-suite facilities 
Specialist care for dementia, 
nursing and Palliative Care 
Weekly activity packages, day trips, 
pub visits, etc 

Home cooked meals prepared by 
our 5* rated kitchens 
Large gardens where you can 
become friends with our Shetland 
pony, cat and guinea pig 


www.yewtreenursinghome.co.uk 
Come and see for yourselves - no appointment necessary 


Yew Trees, Yew Tree Place, Romsley, B62 ONX 
Tel: 01562 710809 


STAY WARM AND SECURE 


Affordable Luxury Composite Doors 



Oak Lodge Buildings, Furnace Hill, 
Halesowen, West Midlands B63 3LZ 

Call 0121 550 1444 


Ci- 


OAK LODGE DOORS LTD 

COMPOSITE DOOR SPECIALISTS 
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THE BEST OF 

PETERRHODES^^ 

AFTER my recent piece on police being unwilling to 
carry guns, a retired cop recalls that, although he never 
wanted a pistol, he found himself with one during a raid. It 
had fallen out of another officer’s holster. 


ANOTHER ex-cop tells me the prospect of arming 
some bobbies chills his blood. He says: “Some of the 
younger bobbies on my old shift were so gung-ho they 
would have shot each other before they had got out of 
the parade-room door. Interestingly, the officers really 
opposed to being armed were ex soldiers.” 


OH, dear. It’s been another terrible week for those 
people variously described as Bremainers or Remoaners. 
They deserve a new name, something to capture their 
growing acceptance of Brexit, coupled with undying 
dismay. I toyed with Les Miserables but that’s far too 
European. So instead, let us call them the Glums. Having 
spent months warning darkly 
that new trade agreements 
could take a decade, the Glums 
watched in horror as Boris 
I Johnson met the Trump team 
and sewed up some sort of un¬ 
derstanding with the Yanks over 
% coffee. Okay, it’s not a proper 
1 trade agreement but as we are 
A gradually discovering, you do 
not need a trade agreement in 
order to agree to trade. 


A TEAM of blacked-up Morris dancers started their 
show in Birmingham and were heckled and abused 
and forced to clear off. Well, what did they expect? The 
Alvechurch Morris men claim to be following an old 
tradition of dancers blackening their faces so as not to 
be recognised by their employers. Bunkum. This practice 
was confined to small parts of Wales, centuries ago. 

Why has it become so popular with Morris sides all over 
England, especially one like the Alvechurch team which 
was founded less than 30 years ago? Look at old photos 
of Morris sides and you’ll find virtually all the faces are 
white. Blacking-up is not some revered old tradition but a 
modern choice, and in the middle of multicultural Brum a 
very silly choice. 


Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


Forensic expertise is 
knot to be sniffed at 


A POLICE forensic expert who has helped 
solve dozens of serious crimes across the 
Black Country is being called on by po¬ 
lice across the world because of his expert 
knowledge of knots. 

Rob Bone can help establish if someone was a 
murder victim, held captive during a robbery, or has 
deliberately bound themselves or taken their own 


life - all from the way a 
knot is tied. 

He has been involved in 
hundreds of investigations 
locally as well as being called 
on abroad and in other parts 
of the UK. In 2010 he was 
able to prove that Bilston 
trucker Darren Walker had 
hung himself because of the 
way the knot for his noose 
was tied. Walker had hung 
himself after killing West 
Bromwich schoolgirl Stacey 
Lawrence. 

Tycoon 

Away from the Black 
Country his expertise was 
called on to help detectives 
probing the high-profile 
death of Russian tycoon 
Boris Berezovsky in Ascot; 
a series of sex attacks in 
Australia where women had 
been tied up; and an inves¬ 
tigation by Ireland’s Garda 
into a series of burglaries 
where victims had been 
bound by their hands and 
feet. 

In 2015 the forensic sci¬ 
entist gave evidence at 
Birmingham Crown Court 
during the murder trial of 
Matthew Cherrington, who 


ByJackAverty 

stood accused of murdering 
Romanian-born Lidia Pas- 
cale and dumping her body 
in a wheelie bin in West 
Bromwich. He told the court 
spots of blood were found 
throughout Cherrington’s 
property. Cherrington was 
sentenced to life in prison. 

Last year Mr Bone helped 
secure the conviction of 
Cezary Sobiewski who killed 
his partner Barbara Bara- 
niecka in Tipton. 

His work as a forensic 
scientist helped jail Michael 
Baxter for the murder of his 
89-year-old neighbour Sarah 
Bateman in Halesowen. 

Mr Bone said: “I started 
working in forensics in 1987 
alongside a knot specialist 
and my interest was sparked 
by his vast knowledge. 

“There are more than 
4,000 different knots. It’s 
not about being able to iden¬ 
tify them all but more what 
you can learn from how they 
are tied and the materials 
used. It is about putting 
what you see into the con¬ 
text of the case.” 


Lottery helps church repairs 



Listed - St Thomas’s Church in Stourbridge town centre 


A GRADE I listed church in 
the heart of Stourbridge has 
been awarded a £149,100 
grant to enable crumbling 
stonework to be repaired. 

The cash, from the Herit¬ 
age Lottery Fund, will also 
help St. Thomas’s in Stour¬ 
bridge to improve access. 

In 2012 the church’s 
stonework was reported as 
being in ‘a deteriorating 
and dangerous’ condition. 
The repair work will now 
be carried out alongside 
a programme of events to 
publicise the history and ar¬ 
chitecture of the Georgian 
building in Market Street. 

The project will restore 
the exterior stonework of 
the building and accessibil¬ 
ity will be improved. This 
will include the provision 
of a permanent access ramp 
to the South Porch and an 
accessible toilet constructed 
in the North Porch. Some 
of the grant will be used to 
train guides, organise tours 
and talks on the history of 
the building, as well as pro¬ 
ducing information boards. 

The total cost of the pro¬ 
ject is £207,800 and, as 
well as Heritage Lottery 
funding, the church has re¬ 
ceived grants from The Na¬ 
tional Churches Trust, All 
Churches Trust and Gar¬ 
field Weston Foundation. 


Council 
pays out 
£8mon 
mileage 

CASH-STRAPPED Dudley 
Council has paid out more 
than £8 million in mileage 
costs to staff over the past 
five years - lOp more per 
mile than the recommended 
amount. 

Last year alone the coun¬ 
cil could have paid out 
around £200,000 more than 
it needed to. 

The authority has been 
paying its workers 55p per 
mile, even though the mile¬ 
age payment suggested by 
the Government’s Revenue 
and Customs department is 
just 45p per mile. 

Between January and De¬ 
cember last year, the council 
paid over £1.2m in mileage 
expenses, although if it had 
stuck to the recommended 
rate that bill could have in¬ 
stead been £981,800. 

Claims 

The rate is 55p per mile 
for the first 8,500 miles and 
13.7p per mile thereafter. 

If all the claims last year 
were at the 55p rate the 
council would have paid out 
an extra £218,200. 

The figures follow the 
council’s plans to raise 
council tax by nearly four 
per cent, which hopes to 
raise an additional £4m a 
year. 

Councillor John Martin 
said: “We’ve scrapped user 
allowances, including those 
for bosses, and introduced 
a single mileage rate for all 
claims for essential work re¬ 
lated travel.” 



01384569430 

Monday - Saturday 10 am-5.30 pm 
Sunday 10 am-4 pm 





warehouse| 









VISA 


• Sale Extended 

• High Street Brands 

• At Factory Prices 

• Latest Designs Available 

1 1 

• Tomorrows Designs 
Available Now 

• Serving The Blac Kjjfcountri y; 
For Over 25 Years 


Saltwells House, Saltwells Road, 
Netherton, [opposite Aldi) 
Dudley West Midlands DY2 9PE 
Telephone: 01384 569430 


CARLTON CARE GROUP 






mi mi in 


Lapal House, Lapal Lane South, Halesowen B62 OES 
0121 503 0326 

Email: michelle@lapalhouse.co.uk 


Lapal House 


We currently have a standard en suite room available. Lapal House offers respite and holiday care 
Please visit our website and view our video on 

www.lapalhouse.co.uk 

For further information or a brochure telephone 0121 503 0326 


Grange Hill House, 516 Bromsgrove Road, Hunnington, Halesowen B62 OJJ 
0121 550 1312 

WE HAVE A STANDARD EN SUITE AVAILABLE 

In addition we offer... 

• Long term care • Holiday short term respite care 

If you would like a brochure or need advice on any aspect of Residential or Nursing Care for example funding or 
procedures involved, please call for a free confidential advice on 

0121 550 1312 - hatton@carltoncaregroup.co.uk 
www.grangehillhouse.co.uk 









































stage is set 
for young 
performers 

CHRISTMAS is more than 11 months 
away but Birmingham Repertory 
Theatre is already on the lookout for 
young actors to star in its forthcom¬ 
ing world premiere production of Na¬ 
tivity! The Musical. 

The show opens in Birmingham in 
October, before touring around the 
country. This new stage show has 
been written and is being directed by 
BAFTA award-winning Debbie Isitt, 
creator of the Midlands-set hit Nativ¬ 
ity! films which featured Martin Free¬ 
man (from Sherlock and The Hobbit). 

The theatre is looking for children 
who are confident singers, dancers 
and performers to audition for lead 
roles. The show has its premiere at 
Birmingham Repertory Theatre on 20 
October and then tours to Southend, 
Sheffield, Manchester, Plymouth, 
London and Leeds. 

To audition for a lead part children 
need to be aged between 9 - 11 by 
September 1 2017, with a playing age 
of 6 - 10 years, no taller than 122cm 
and living in the West Midlands. Full 
details at birmingham-rep.co.uk/news 
but be quick because the closing date 
is tomorrow (Friday). 

Brum launch bid for 
Commonwealth Games 

BIRMINGHAM’S bid for the 2026 
Commonwealth Games is out of the 
starting blocks with the launch of 
plans to draw up a feasibility study. 

Birmingham City Council has ap¬ 
pointed Origin Sports Group to carry 
out the study during the first quarter 
of this year, with a final report due by 
April. 

Leading a panel established by Ori¬ 
gin is Alan Pascoe MBE, who was vice 
chairman of the London 2012 Olympic 
and Paralympic Games. 

He has worked on every Common¬ 
wealth Games since 1992. 


Day hospice services will be 
moving to hospital in April 



Kingswinford veteran Edward Billingham (right) and Leonard Freeman, of Walsall, both age 91, with their medals 

TWO Black Country D-Day veterans Walsall Mayor Councillor Kath Phil- Mr Freeman, who also took part 
have been awarded France’s highest lips at Walsall Town Hall. in the landings, enlisted aged 17 and 

military honour. Edward Billingham, Mr Billingham served on the war- served with Royal Navy and Royal Ma- 
from Kingswinford, and Leonard Free- ship HMS Mauritius from 1943 to rines from 1943 until the end of the 
man, from Short Heath, both aged 91, 1946, including during the D-Day war. He set sail on one of the many 

were presented with Legion d’hon- landings. He was also awarded the troop ships that formed part of the 
neur medals for the part they played Russian Millennium Medal in 2015 for 7,000 strong flotilla headed for the 
liberating Nazi-occupied France. serving on the convoys that supplied Gold, Juno and Sword Beaches during 

The men received their medals from Russia. the campaign. 


A DAY hospice in Oldbury will close with all its services 
moving to Rowley Regis Hospital, health bosses have an¬ 
nounced. 

It follows a 12-week public consultation on Bradbury House after 
health bosses said the building was ‘no longer fit for purpose’. 

The hospice, in Wolverhampton Road, which is open four days a 
week, provides care for patients across Sandwell borough. 

Bosses say the range of services 
that are needed to ‘ensure responsive 
and quality care’ cannot be provided 
from the current site. Staff are una¬ 
ble to let people with severe mobility 
restrictions attend, due to the size of 
the building, while managers have 
concerns about site security. 

Services and workers will be trans¬ 
ferred by April 1. Transport will be 
provided but patients will have the 
choice or travelling to Rowley Regis, 
or visiting an outreach clinic. 

Currently Bradbury House serves 
12 patients a week over four days. 

Decision 

The service from Rowley Regis Com¬ 
munity Hospital will be able to serve 
up to 60 patients a week over five days. 

Sandwell and West Birmingham 
Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) 
made the decision to support Sandwell 
and West Birmingham Hospitals NHS 
Trust in moving the hospice services. 

More than 500 people responded to 
the consultation. Hospital trust chief 
executive Toby Lewis said: “A bigger 
and better service, and using our dedi¬ 
cated transport service, access will not 
be adversely affected. This is another 
step forward.” 

The CCG says it would support the 
creation of a new in-patient hospice in 
the Sandwell area and would discuss 
the issue with councillors. 


Apprentice 
award winner 
beat stammer 

AN APPRENTICE was presented 
with an award by Olympic gymnast 
Kristian Thomas after he overcame a 
debilitating stammer to win an award 
for customer service and land a job 
working in a top hospital. 

Charlie Beddows, an apprentice at 
University Hospitals Birmingham 
NHS Foundation Trust, completed an 
apprenticeship as a receptionist at the 
organisation’s learning hub. 

His commitment to overcome a 
stammer that had held him back 
throughout his life saw him recog¬ 
nised with the trust’s 2016 Brighter 
Futures Award. It also saw him suc¬ 
cessfully secure his first permanent 
role at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital 
Birmingham. 

Charlie, who studied at Halesowen 
College, said: “I pinch myself every 
day that I’m doing the job because not 
in a million years did I think I would 
be able to do what I’m doing.” 
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Cleaning ^ 
Services now available 
to restore all your uPVC 
products. Guttering and 
Driveways cleaning 
available 


No deposits or stage payments, 
you only pay when the installation 
has been completed 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and window 


Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 


Repair Service 
Available 


shrowrooms in the UK 


Replace the existing roof on 
your conservatory and create a 
comfortable environment and a 
room you can use all year round 


Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the 
industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we 
have been in business for more than 30 years. 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON FEBRUARY INSTALLATIONS 


EREERHONE10800,9.1716060w^ww.rydalewinHowsTcoluK 


EkmgjQ£B§, 


Blackheath 


5!30pm 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


NHS: We 
need to 
be more 
realistic 

SOME years ago a man came into our 
office with a complaint about the charity 
then known as Age Concern. 

He was furious that somebody from 
the charity who was supposed to have 
planed his door had not shown up. 

“Why do you always ask people for 
their age?” asked our receptionist when 
he had gone. I suggested that maybe a 
fit, healthy man in his mid-50s possibly 
could do his own DIY. 

Which brings me to the “humanitarian 
crisis” which is supposed to be engulfing 
the NHS at the moment. 

There are no easy answers. We have a 
growing and ageing population and more 
costly procedures and drugs than ever 
before, not helped by profiteering drug 
companies. 

And while there are plenty of people 
who say it is all down to funding, these 
people tend to have a stock reply when 
asked how much extra tax they are pre¬ 
pared to pay. 

Nothing. It should be somebody else 
who pays for it. 

Then there are the vast swathes of the 
population who take the attitude that if a 
service is free to use, they might as well 
use it. 

We’ve all met them. They take a fort¬ 
night off work every time they sneeze. 
They call their GP when they get indiges¬ 
tion. And rock up at A & E every time they 
get a headache. And shout a lot when 
they don’t get immediate attention. 

A bit like middle-aged men who think 
a charity for the elderly should do their 
home improvements. 

Health Secretary Jeremy Hunt has 
come in for a lot of stick for suggesting 
the four-hour waiting targets should only 
apply to people with urgent conditions, 
but I tend to think it is a fair point. 

If people expect Bupa standards of 
healthcare, we are going to have to start 
paying Bupa prices. All of us. Otherwise, 
we are going to need a mature debate 
about what we can reasonably expect 
from the NHS. 

And it might mean that while priority is 
given to those with genuine life-threaten¬ 
ing conditions, those with conditions that 
can wait will have to do just that. Wait. 

□ □□ 


A LOT has been made of the number of 
celebrity deaths over recent months, but 
none has made me sadder than that of 
former Villa, Wolves and England manag¬ 
er Graham Taylor. 

Maybe it’s because football is a bigger 
part of my life than film, television or mu¬ 
sic. 

But maybe it is because the loss of the 
bright young manager who arrived at Villa 
Park in 1987 reminds us of our own mor¬ 
tality. 

Either way, he will be greatly missed. 



Bank clerk Tanya Nelson weighing out coins in 1983 


Batches of coins being moved at the Royal Mint in 1983 


Why pound in pocket 
is all about to change 



Walsall youngster David Pearce whose design was chosen from 6,000 competition entries 


Our new £1 won’t just look 
very different, its value is 
nothing like it was years ago, 
as Mark Andrews reports 


HAD a look at your change lately? 
Noticed how many shiny new £1 
coins have been issued over the 
past few months? 

Well don’t get too attached to them. By 
October they will cease to be legal tender. 

A new, 12-sided £1 coin - designed by Wal¬ 
sall teenager David Pearce - will enter circu¬ 
lation on March 28, and by October 15 the 
familiar round pound will be no more. Given 
that there are thought to be 1.5 billion of these 
coins in circulation, it is going to be a very big 
operation. 

When the pound coin was introduced on 
April 21, 1983, the response was muted to say 
the least. Just 10 months earlier, the 2Op piece 
had been introduced, with many consumers, 
particularly the older generation, complaining 
that it was too small - smaller than the 2p, 5p 
or lOp coins of the day, for example. 

Inflation 

So when the long established £1 note was 
replaced by a metal coin after more than a 
decade of heavy inflation, it was perhaps little 
surprise that consumers felt it reflected the 
decline in the pound’s worth. 

Back in 1967, when prime minister Harold 
Wilson famously assured us that the pound in 
our pockets had not been devalued, a £1 note 
would have bought a discounted winter coat in 
the sale at Shrewsbury’s ABC Warehouse. Or 
failing that, it would be enough to pay for 10 
loaves of bread, or six pints of beer in a pub. 

But by the time the pound coin arrived in 
1983, it did not go so far - enough to buy a 
single pint of Carling Black Label, or five pints 
of milk. 

Today, it will typically buy two pints of milk, 
or a single loaf of bread. But forget a trip to 
your local - a typical pint is now nearer £4. 

As far back as 1980, the Royal Mint ob¬ 


served it had ‘become apparent that with the 
general decline in purchasing power, the £1 
unit of currency was more appropriate to a 
coin than a banknote’. 

Before the coin was introduced in mainland 
Britain, there had been a not-especially-suc- 
cessful trial in the Isle of Man. Many people 
refused to acknowledge the new coin, causing 
them to more or less disappear from circula¬ 
tion. The Manx Treasurer was left with little 
choice but to print a new batch of £1 notes. 

The original £1 coin was designed by the 
Bank of England’s chief engraver Eric Sewell, 
who was very proud of his new design. He 
said it was very distinctive and could easily 
be picked out from lesser coins in a purse or 
pocket of change. But on launch day it was re¬ 
ported that some critics said they would spend 
it like loose change because that was precisely 
what it was. 


The reasons for switching from the note to 
the coin were logical enough. 

In 1983, a paper £1 note had an average 
lifespan of just nine months, whereas it was 
estimated that the new coins would last at 
least 40 years. The number of early £1 coins 
still in circulation is testament to their dura¬ 
bility. 

Unsurprisingly, the vending trade was very 
supportive of the move, too, as it allowed ma¬ 
chines to be adapted to accept larger amounts 
of money. The launch of the new coin also co¬ 
incided with the growth of pay-and-display car 
parking machines. 

Given the pound’s origins, it is perhaps not 
surprising that some people felt the small coin 
had cheapened its value. The oldest currency 
in the world, the pound took its name from 
its weight in silver during Norman times - 
240 old silver pennies weighed one pound. No 


wonder people thought they were being short¬ 
changed. The reverse designs of the £1 coin 
represented the UK and its four constituent 
parts - Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland and 
England and the first series of designs took flo¬ 
ral emblems as its theme. 

Resistance to the coins turned out to be 
comparatively shortlived, and the last pound 
notes were phased out in 1988. Besides, there 
was far more to complain about in 1990, with 
the introduction of the new smaller £5 notes 
and 5p coins. But while the pound coin has 
largely been accepted by the general public, it 
has given birth to another problem. Forgery. 

From the start, the £1 coin has been forged 
on a prolific scale, Ironically, one of the rea¬ 
sons the coins proved so popular with forgers 
was the ease of disposing of them in vending 
machines. 

Surveys by the Royal Mint have estimated 
that up to three in every 100 £1 coins are 
fakes, and this has been a major driver in the 
redesign. David Gauke, chief secretary to the 
Treasury, has pledged that the new £1 coin 
will be harder to forge than ever before. 

Lighter 

The new coin will be made from two met¬ 
als, with a gold-coloured outer ring and a sil¬ 
ver-coloured inner ring. It has an image that 
changes from a ‘£’ symbol to the number ‘1’ 
when the coin is seen from different angles. 
It also has very small lettering on both sides 
of the coin and milled edges. It is thinner and 
lighter than the round pound, but its diameter 
is slightly larger. 

While the existing pound coin has changed 
little since 1983, people’s spending habits 
have, with greater use of plastic and the in¬ 
ternet. 

According to figures from the Payments 
Council, cold hard cash accounted for 86 per 
cent of payments in the UK in the mid-1980s, 
but by 2011 this had dropped to 55 per cent. 
The decline in cash usage has coincided with 
the rise in automated payments such as direct 
debits and standing orders. 

Debit cards made up almost one fifth of pay¬ 
ments by 2011, but they made none when the 
£1 coin was first introduced because the debit 
card was not brought in until 1987. 


Cl 


~ WVO 

. “off 

selected products 

S Old Buildings Removed 
S Asbestos Disposal 
s Base Laying Service 
Y Free Quotations 

CONCRETE GARAGE ROOF 
REPLACEMENT SERVICE 


Wooden 

Sheds 

H8S 


HUGE 

Concrete 

FREE 

Summer 

FREE 

Log Cabins 

RANGE 

Garages 

FITTING 

Houses 

FITTING 

& Garden Rooms 





Prices from g^verjd 

6ft x 4ft £239 £274 
7ft x 5ft £269 £309 
8ft x 6ft £299 £344 


Fitted prices from 

£1599 
£3099 


Single Garage 
16ft x 8ft 

Double Garage 
16ft x 16ft 


Fitted prices from 


8ft x 6ft £725 


Fitting service available 
Wall Log 44mm T&G 
Double Glazed 
Insulated Options 


/Huge Range /Made To Measure Service /Lined & Insulated Options /Quality At Competitive Prices 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


We make it 







































7 


Trump will be a breath of fresh air 

FOR some little while now I have And how was it that, barely 24 hours somewhat politically naive, he is all of 
been of the thought that Theresa May before his resignation became known, those things, but the American pub- 
doesn’t seemingly have the stature or MPs were lauding his negotiating skills lie have warmed to his directness and 
strength of character to grasp the net- and his vast knowledge of the EU. have been energised with his promises 
tie and explain to the electorate which Then next day brickbats were levelled of making America great again, 
direction she intends adopt before trig- at him from the disaffected. Why not He is shortly to enter the White 
gering Article 50 in March. a murmur from the Prime Minister? House as the next President of the 

The resignation of the UK’s top EU British politics stinks of hypocrisy. United States of America. He may turn 

diplomat, Sir Ivan Rogers, would ap- I have never been overly impressed out to be a good or brilliant one, or per- 
pear to have thrown a spanner in the with American politics but when Don- haps an abject failure. Whichever, it 
works. I hadn’t heard of him before, aid Trump chose to throw his cap into will be an interesting ride for America 
I doubt if many have, but he is a civil the arena for President that aroused and the world - and with is a breath 
servant who has previously expressed interest. Considered by the world to be of fresh air 
negative views on Brexit, yet remained a no-hoper, the American public proved JOHN B WALDRON 
in post at the top table at the EU. otherwise. Combative, abrasive and Stourbridge 


No super 

hospital 

solution 

SO hospitals are finding 
that they are unable to cope. 
Is this any wonder when 
successive Governments are 
hell bent on building ‘super 
hospitals’ with smaller ca¬ 
pacities than the hospitals 
being replaced? 

We are constantly being 
told of our ageing and in¬ 
creasing population but this 
seems to be ignored at every 
stage. 

Who are these ‘super hos¬ 
pitals’ for? To me they seem 
like ego trips for the archi¬ 
tects and those in power 
who are commissioning 
the building of these hos¬ 
pitals with little thought 
of whether the hospitals 
are able to cope or are user 
friendly. 

We read that already 
there is doubt about the 
new Midland Metropolitan 
Hospital being big enough. 

Perhaps it’s about time 
that those spending our 
money should talk to the 
staff and service users be¬ 
fore making these decisions? 

LEN HALES 

Cradley Heath 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 

Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


EMAIL 

dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Leisure centre is key 
to community life 

HALESOWEN Leisure Centre is a social hub for the com¬ 
munity. There are clubs that meet there regularly, includ¬ 
ing Cobra Running and Triathlon Club, Birmingham and 
Halesowen Shotokan Karate Club, Footwork Dance Acad¬ 
emy, Halesowen Swimming Club, Black Country Divers, 
Nautilus Divers, Stourbridge Swimming Club, Swim-for-it 
Club. 

There are also fitness classes throughout the week. 
Because of their popularity, some classes are repeated 
throughout the week, organised by Halesowen Leisure 
Centre. Of course, there is also swimming available for the 
general public, schools, childrens’ parties, referrals from 
health professionals and for one-to-one and group swim¬ 
ming lessons. Table tennis, squash and the gym are all 
also available. I apologise if I have missed out any clubs or 
classes. I hope this makes clear to councillors that Hale¬ 
sowen Leisure Centre - and I’m certain that Stourbridge 
and Dudley’s centre are just the same - is absolutely key 
to the fabric of the local community and its quality of life. 
This is why people are vehemently opposed to the Labour 
council’s proposals. 

C STOLL 

Halesowen 


Politicians 
to blame 
for crisis 

I ADDRESS my letter to 
all the politicians who have 
only just realised that there 
is a crisis in our hospitals. 

I must point out this is 
not just a winter crisis this 
as been going on ALL year 
for a few years now caused 
entirely by the penny-pinch¬ 
ing politicians, who decided 
it would be a good idea to 
close a vast number of care 
homes. 

They now are saying the 
problem in our hospitals is 
caused by our ageing pop¬ 
ulation blocking beds, but 
these patients are medically 
fit to go home but not phys¬ 
ically fit, so where can they 
go? 

I must also point out our 
elderly people have paid and 
continue to pay their taxes, 
so instead of blaming the 
easy target I suggest you 
start earning your wages. 

Our doctors and nurses 
do a tremendous job and I 
give a very big ‘thank you’ 
to them all. 

SHEILA PHILLIPS 
Kingswinford 
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Rachel lost 7’A stone in 12 months 
at Gymophobics, Halesowen 
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S Ladies only 
S 30 minute sessions 
s Fast results 
s No fitness required 
s VIP attention 
s No waiting 
s No age limit 
S No mirrors 
s Membership 
from £1 a day 


51 HIGH STREET, HALESOWEN B63 3BG 

f 0121 4481743 | 

www.gymophobics.co.uk 


Results may vary and are dependant on attendance and physiological make up. 
Weight loss is achieved in conjunction with a calorie controlled diet. 



<^> Quality Kitchen Makeovers Ltd 


UNBEATABLE QUALITY AND VALUE 
FROM THE BESPOKE SPECIALISTS 


10 % 

OFF 

All New Kitchens, 
Bedrooms, Bathrooms 

OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED 




What our customers say... 

‘‘Wonderful kitchen, / have 
already recommended you 
and would not hesitate to 
recommend QKM to anyone.” 

‘‘Can’t believe the 
transformation from start to 
finish, totally professional.” 


Appliances: Neff, Bosch, 
Rangemaster, Belling, Hotpoint, 
Stoves and many more 

Franke Sinks 50 Year Guarantee 


Don’t Settle for Less 

• Kitchens • Bedrooms 
• Bathrooms f Extensions 
# Loft Conversions 
• Home Offices 
From a door or worktop 
repiacem&nt to an extension 

HOMEOWNERS... 

Looking to Sell? 

Enhance the prospects of selling your property - stunning results for 
a minimum outlay 

Just Moved In? 

Let us help to transform your property into a dream home 

Decided to Stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, bedroom or bathroom 
and allow us to show your home’s true potential 

Bring us your dream pictures and we will bring them to life 



The Largest Working 
Kitchen in the Midlands at our 
Netherton Showroom 


at QKM 

We are dedicated to offering our 
customers the finest service within the 
home improvement market 

{ THE GUILD , t 

OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN 

Membership No A120074 

‘We have customers who would be more 
than happy to show you the excellent 
standard of work’ 


All types of Flooring supplied and 
Wet Wall Solutions for Bathrooms 

Range of Kitchens, Bedrooms and 
Bathrooms to suit all budgets 


Did you know 80% of our customers are retired? 

60 % plus of all our appointments are referrals or existing 
customers requiring further work. 

Find out why we are trusted for yourself 

BOOK YOUR NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTE TODAY ON 01384 232413 


Head Office & Showroom 

149 Cinder Bank, Netherton, Dudley, DY2 9BL 

01384 232413 

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5.30pm, 
Thursdays 9am - 7pm 
Saturdays 10am - 4pm 


Stourport Showroom 

33 High Street, Stourport-on-Seven DY13 8BE 

01299 877718 

Open Tue, Wed & Sat 10.00am - 5.30pm 
Thursday 10.00am - 7.00pm 
Stourport closed Monday & Friday 


Customer satisfaction 
guaranteed. 

WE WILL NOT 
LET YOU DOWN 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT 
CARDS ACCEPTED 




www.qualitykitchenmakeoversltd.co.uk FIVE MINUTES FROM MERRY HILL 
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£22111 blueprint for hundreds 
of homes across Black Country 


HUNDREDS of much-needed affordable homes are set to be 
built in the Black Country in the next four years following a 
£22 million investment. 

Walsall-based whg, one of the Black Country largest home providers, 
has confirmed it has been successful in applying for a substantial Gov¬ 
ernment grant. 

The firm has now vowed to build 751 homes between now and 2021, con- 


Boss backing 
second cyber 
crime survey 

WEST Midlands Police and Crime 
Commissioner David Jamieson has 
urged cyber crime victims in the 
Black Country to take part in a new 
survey. 

Mr Jamieson has joined forces with 
other PCCs in Warwickshire, West 
Mercia and Staffordshire to assess the 
impact of online crime. The survey 
asks people to share their experiences 
of cyber crime via 36 questions - and 
the West Midlands PCC wants to hear 
the voice of victims in the Black Coun¬ 
try. This is the second regional cyber 
crime survey and will see how the 
problem has developed. 

Mr Jamieson said: “It is vital that 
the people of the Black Country have 
their voices heard on this issue. Crime 
is changing not falling and cyber 
crime is an increasingly important 
issue that affects individuals and busi¬ 
nesses alike.” 

To take part in the survey go to 
www.survey monkey.co.uk/r/Region- 
alCyberl6 


firming that the Black Country will 
see around 200 of the new proper¬ 
ties, while the rest will be delivered 
in Worcestershire, Staffordshire and 
Shropshire. 

The company has already confirmed 
its first schemes will begin in Walsall 
and South Staffordshire in April. In 
total 188 homes will be built in the 
first two years. 

Mark Tranter, whg director of 
development, said: “The successful 
outcome of our bid has enabled us to 
secure funding for a significant pro¬ 
portion of our future new build growth 
programme. 

Deposit 

“The funding will also include rent- 
to-buy homes, which will allow our 
customers to rent a property whilst 
saving for a deposit to buy their first 
home.” 

It was welcome news following dis¬ 
appointment earlier this month when 
the local garden city scheme, that 
will see 45,000 homes built across the 
Black Country, failed in a bid for Gov¬ 
ernment funding. 

Plans for the project, which spans 
31 different sites, were omitted from 
the Department for Communities 
and Local Government’s funding an¬ 
nouncement. 

Bosses behind the Black Country 
plans admitted the decision was ‘dis¬ 
appointing’ but insisted that the gar¬ 
den city scheme would go ahead. 


Tree of Light raises over £13,000 



Mary Stevens Hospice fundraising Tree of Light raises thousands for the charity 


THE Mary Stevens Hospice’s annual 
Tree of Light remembrance services 
have raised more than £13,000 for the 
charity. 

Each year, ceremonies take place 
across the region for the families and 
friends who have lost someone close to 
them, often having spent time in the 
care of the hospice. 

Three ceremonies took place in 
November 2016 in Stourbridge Old 
Edwardians Club, Oldswinford Hos¬ 
pital School and St John the Baptist 
Church in Halesowen. Those attend¬ 
ing had the opportunity to purchase 
a candle to light at the ceremony, or 
sponsor a light on the hospice’s fa¬ 
mous tree which is lit by thousands 
of lights from late-November until 
January 5. 

The donations received as part of 
the Tree of Light ceremonies totalled 
£13,224.62. 

Charlotte Schofield, head of fund¬ 
raising and lottery, Mary Stevens Hos¬ 
pice Group, said: “Our Tree of Light 
services are always a very emotional 
time for everyone here at the hospice 
and in our community. 

“Taking the time to remember 
those we love is so important, and 
we all gain an enormous amount of 
strength by coming together as a com¬ 
munity to pay our respects. The tree, 
much like the hospice, is a beacon of 
love and support for people in their 
time of need.” 

To find out more about the work of 
the Mary Stevens Hospice, visit www. 
marystevenshospice.co.uk website. 


Jack's toy 
raffle is an 
inspiration 

A KIND-HEARTED 11-year-old raf¬ 
fled off his unwanted toys to raise 
money for Mary Stevens Hospice. 

Jack Thomas, from Stourbridge, 
sent a personalised letter along with 
the £30 donation to the Hagley Road 
hospice. 

It has since gone on to cause a stir 
online - being read more than 60,000 
times - and gaining the charity’s big¬ 
gest public response on its Facebook 
page. 

Hospice bosses have praised the 
Greenfield Primary School pupil, say¬ 
ing his donation was equivalent to 
feeding 10 people at the hospice for 
a day. 

Jack organised the raffle. His 
grandparents, auntie, uncle, cousin, 
brother and parents all bought tickets 
and raised the £30 donation, which 
Jack hand delivered to the Mary Ste¬ 
vens charity shop in Stourbridge over 
the Christmas period, along with his 
letter. 

Jack said: “I just wanted to help the 
hospice out and am overwhelmed by 
the comments I have received. I re¬ 
ally enjoyed organising the raffle and 
it means a lot to me that my family 
support me with so many things I do.” 

In his letter, Jack said the big draw 
for his raffle was held on Christmas 
Eve and his brother was delighted 
when he won Jack’s old yo-yo. 

Happy diet talk by 
Michelin-star chef 

CELEBRITY chef Tom Kerridge is 
coming to Birmingham to talk about 
his new book Dopamine Diet and his 
own dramatic weight loss. 

His talk at Birmingham Town Hall 
has been arranged with city book shop 
Foyles. The Michelin-starred chef will 
appear on Monday at 7.30pm with 
ticket price including a copy of the 
new book. The recipes put the focus 
on healthy food that releases the 
‘happy hormone’ dopamine. 



COMFOF HIGH SEAT TOILETS 


A toilet with a couple of extra 
inches of height makes all the 
difference, Large choice of 
discrete and stylish modern 
designs. 

SUPPLY ONLY £ 149.00 

from i 

INSTALLED £ 299 . 00 * 


SEE DISPLAYS 
IN STORE 


BATH TO SHOWER CONVERSION 


Fully Installed inc. 

* I 

Safety Glass Enclosure, 

Shower seat. Grab Rail, 

Shower valve 


Plastering, Tiling or 

A 1 

Easy Clean Wall 

Panels. 

err mcm avc 

INSTALLED 

trom l 


WALK IN BATH INSTALLATION 


Bath or shower In 
comfort. Fully Installed 
Includes, Walk in bath, 
Thermostatic bath/ 
shower mixer, bathing 
seat tiling or easy 
clean wall panels 

INSTALLED 

£ 2995.00 




• Over 50 displays in store • Large showroom- free parking • Free no obligation survey 

• Long established business • Quality installers ‘Terms and conditions apply see in store for details. 


POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY, 

REAR OF MECCA BINGO, WS10 7LH 
CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY 0121 505 1132 


evergreenhydroponics (4 

“You don’t need green fingers 
to get the perfect crop... 



I Ria nt Healt h] 
f Nutrienttt 
Autopots & System sj 


OPEN 7 DAYS 
PER WEEK: 

SAT - SUN 
10-2 ONLY 





Wighting&Bulbs 

jFans & Filters] 




...You just need to talk to Evergreen” 

Unit 2, Belfont Trading Estate, Mucklow Hill, Halesowen B62 8DR 

Telephone 0121 448 3226 

www.evergreenhydro.co.uk 
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Church site ready to 
rise from the ashes 



Reverend Leon Evans assessing the damage outside the Zion Christian Centre, in Halesowen, after the blaze in 2015 


A CHRISTIAN centre hit by a 
blaze more than a year ago is 
set to rise from the ashes 

Dozens of firefighters tackled 
the fire at Zion Christian Centre 
in Little Cornbow, Halesowen, 
in the early hours of August 30, 
2015. 

Extensive damage was caused to at 
least half of the centre’s auditorium 
and smoke damage affected the rest of 
the building. 

Now plans have been put forward 
for two of the site’s buildings to be re¬ 
furbished. 


A new 400-seater auditorium and 
conference facility, along with an up¬ 
grade of offices, toilets and front of the 
building, has been put forward as part 
of the application. 

Reverend Leon Evans, who has been 
the church’s pastor for more than 15 
years, spoke of his delight that the 
church centre was to be restored. 

Insurance 

He said: “We had the insurance 
money come through before Christ¬ 
mas, so it took around 15 months for 
us to get it. 

“We had four other buildings so we 
moved into the other two following the 


fire. With the refurbishment now we 
plan to put the two buildings together 
to make a new 400-seater auditorium 
and conference centre.” 

Mr Evans said looking back, the fire 
had been ‘somewhat blessing in dis¬ 
guise’ as it had encouraged the com¬ 
munity to work together 

“We’ve had more people come to the 
church than before,” he said. 

The plans include an illuminated 
sign. 

A design statement says: “The Zion 
Christian Centre are looking to retain 
the ‘industrial aesthetic’ of the exist¬ 
ing building but to ensure that the 
spaces are modern and welcoming.” 



97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP 

Website: www.window-warehouse.com Email: windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS: Mon-Fri 8 am-6 pm Sat 8am-1pm 


TELEPHONE: 0121 544 2222 


SALE NOW ON 

I 


' 






£ ^ 
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UP TO 50 % 
SELECTED KITCHE 


the 

Kitchen Centre 




1 





2 Albert Road, Birmingham B17 OAN 

Tel: 0121 681 5553 
Open Monday to Saturday 9.30am to 5pm 
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More than 1,800 are seeking 
help as debt crisis worsens 


NEARLY 1,800 people across Dudley, Wolverhampton and 
Walsall contacted a debt charity in just six months - seeking 
help with liabilities totalling nearly £25 million. 

A total of 1,778 people in the DY, WV and WS postcode areas contact¬ 
ed the StepChange charity during the first half of 2016, equivalent to 
10 calls every day. 

The WS postcode area had the biggest average debt levels at £15,932 for each 
- individual. 


Museum offer 
bonus for 
members 

PRIORITY booking for some of the 
Black Country Living Museum’s top 
events will soon be available. 

Tickets for Peaky Blinders events, 
1940s Weekend and more went on 
sale yesterday (Wednesday) for mem¬ 
bers with a 20 per cent discount. 

Members will also be entitled to 
event fast tracking, 25 per cent off 
for friends and family daytime visits, 
20 per cent off food and shopping and 
will be treated to a series of exclusive 
behind-the-scenes experiences. 

Included with membership is 12 
months’ unlimited daytime entry to 
the museum which includes access to 
the programme of daytime events and 
activities. This will include ‘Industrial 
Might’ in April, ‘Steam Weekend’ in 
May and even a 1940s-themed ‘Dig for 
Victory’ weekend in the autumn. 

Prices start from £30 a year for a 
single membership going up to £65 a 
year for a family (two adults and up to 
three children). Visit www.bclm.com 
for information or to book tickets. 


The charity provided help to a total 
of 614 people in the area, up from 590 
during the same period the previous 
year, and the total level of debt rose 
from £9.4 million to £9.8 million. 

A total of 645 people from the WV 
postcode area contacted the charity 
during the first six months of last year, 
with an average debt of £12,415. 

Total debt in the area that the char¬ 
ity helped with was just over £8 mil¬ 
lion, up from £7.3 million compared to 
the previous year. 

The Dudley postal area, which in¬ 
cludes Tipton, Kidderminster, Stour- 
port and Bewdley, accounted for 519 
of the charity’s calls, and the average 
amount owed was £13,459. These 
figures were a marked improvement 
compared to the previous year, with 
total debt falling from nearly £9.2 mil¬ 
lion to just under £7 million. 

In the Birmingham postcode area 

- which includes most of Sandwell 

- 2,919 people contacted the charity 
about debts totalling £39.6 million - 
an average of £13,565 for each person 

- while the ST postal district - includ¬ 
ing Stafford - saw 828 seek help with 
debts totalling £12.6 million - an aver¬ 
age of £15,205 per individual. 

Low interest rates are encouraging 
more people to take out loans or buy 
on credit. But there are fears people 
are borrowing beyond their means and 
a rate rise could see a rush of repos¬ 
sessions. 


MP says UK should back Trump trade deals 



President-elect Donald Trump wants to help with Brexit 


BRITAIN must aim for the ‘best possible busi¬ 
ness relationship’ with the US to make a success 
of Brexit, says Dudley South MP Mike Wood. 

The Conservative MP has welcomed comments 
from President-elect Donald Trump, saying that 
Britain and America will get a new trade deal 
‘done quickly and done properly’ as he promised 
to help make Brexit work. 

Mr Wood has urged ministers to ‘get behind’ 
Mr Trump as he prepares to enter the White 
House tomorrow (Friday). 

Mr Trump has pledged to meet with Theresa 
May to discuss trade relations soon after his in¬ 
auguration 

Mr Wood, who last July met with members of 
Congress in Washington DC to discuss the pos¬ 
sibility of Mr Trump becoming president, said: 
“At the time there was a great deal of concern 
from both Democrats and Republicans about 
what Mr Trump would be like should he become 
president. 

“We have now moved on from that and are in a 
position where we should be getting behind him 
and pushing for the best possible business rela¬ 
tionship between our two countries. 

Market 

“The early indications are that Mr Trump 
wants to build on the long-standing connection 
that exists between us. Without the EU, Amer¬ 
ica is the single largest market for Britain. Mr 
Trump’s comments suggest there is huge poten¬ 
tial for the Prime Minister to secure a strong 
trading deal.” 

Mr Trump said that Britain was ‘doing great’ 
following its vote to leave the EU, and added that 
the UK was ‘so smart in getting out’. 

Labour’s Walsall North MP David Winnick has 
accused Mr Trump of ‘patronising and belittling’ 
the UK by suggesting America could play a defin¬ 
ing role in Britain’s future outside the EU. 


Merry Hiirs 
bus station 
revamp starts 

WORK to revamp Merry Hill bus sta¬ 
tion was getting under way this week. 

The £550,000 upgrade will see the 
addition of enclosed shelters with cov¬ 
ered walkways and real-time informa¬ 
tion boards. 

The scheme is being carried out by 
centre owners Intu and Transport for 
West Midlands (TfWM), part of the 
West Midlands Combined Authority. 
Bosses were keen to improve the sta¬ 
tion for shoppers and ensure they no 
longer have to cross in front of buses. 
Around one in five visitors arrive at 
Merry Hill by bus. 

The station refit is due to be com¬ 
pleted by late spring and during this 
time the car park near Matalan will be 
partially closed. 

Councillor Richard Worrall, chair¬ 
man of TfWM, said: “Intu Merry 
Hill is one of the biggest retail and 
employment centres in the West Mid¬ 
lands and good public transport links 
and infrastructure are of huge impor¬ 
tance, so I am delighted we are able 
to work with Intu in improving bus 
facilities there.” 

House hosts showcase 
for bridal dresses 

A BRIDAL gown showcase is being 
held at a country house near Stour¬ 
bridge later this month. 

Blakelands Country House, at 
Halfpenny Green, will be showcasing 
a range of bridal gowns on Sunday, 
January 29. 

Brides-to-be will be able to try on 
all the latest wedding dresses from 
Georgina Scott Bridal of Stourbridge. 
The event will be held in the Victorian 
Barn from noon to 4pm. Admission is 
free. 

Blakelands owners Paul and 
Heather Morgan, will be on hand to 
give brides help and advice. Heather 
Morgan said: “We realise that choos¬ 
ing a wedding dress is probably one 
of the most important decisions for a 
bride to make.” 


»CHR T0PHERS 

CREATING BRIGHTER 

FUTURES 


Could you change a child’s life? 


Foster carers welcome a child into their home and into their family. They work 
with them through challenges that many parents will never encounter - and 
experience rewards that many of us cannot imagine. 

St Christopher’s is a local charity that has been looking after young people since 
1870. We’re a small fostering agency so there’s a family feel to what we do. 

We’re looking for people to foster teenagers or sibling groups of younger children. 
You’ll need at least one spare bedroom and the time, patience and compassion to 
work with a young person on a one-to-one basis. 

Foster with us and you’ll be a valued member of a dedicated team working to 
change a child’s life. We provide full training and support and offer a competitive 
allowance of around £420 per week. 

Want to know more? Visit our website or phone a member of our team today. 

www.stchris.org.uk/fostering 0800 234 6282 

n St Christopher’s Fellowship @StChris1870 

Caring for children and young people since 1870 




C&T DOORS & 
WINDOWS Ltd 


W 

i OlM 


Unglazed/Glazed Upvc Doors 
from £349 FULLY FITTED 

3mtr x 3mtr 
EDWARDIAN 
CONSERVATORY 

from £ 4500 | 

NEW OFFER 

French/Patio Doors 
FULLY FITTED 

from £649 | 

| FULLY FITTED within 2 weeks For a service you can trusf 

MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 

New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock *Steel Reinforced 


www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
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Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5075279 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 




For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 


•& Telephone 0121 559 9985 | B SU. 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 


Midland UPVC 
Windows and Doors Ltd 



SAVE MONEY ON YOUR FUEL BILLS 
WITH OUR ENERGY RATED WINDOWS 

JANUARY SALE 

UPVC SALE 6 FLAT 
A RATED WINDOWS 
ANY SIZE 

£1599.00 fitted 

t&c's apply geographical & other restrictions apply. 

Buy Direct from your local manufacturer 
FANTASTIC SPECIAL B ^ D 
NEWUPVC 
DOOR RANGE 
GUARANTEED 
TO BEAT ANY 
GENUINE 
WRITTEN QUOTE 


■ Free Design service 

■ 10 yr Insurance back 
guarantee 

■ High security locks 

■ Energy saving 
windows & doors 

■ All built and installed 
by our own fitters 

1 0AP Discounts 
(t&c apply) 



ALL AREAS COVERED 01384 234170 / 01384 429152 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE WWW.MIDLANDUPVC.CO.UK 
midlandupvc@live.co.uk 

OFFICE HOURS MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9AM TO 5PM 



NEW SCOOTERS from £595 
USED SCOOTERS from £300 
RISER RECLINERS from £495 
STAIRLIFTS from £1,100 
WHEELCHAIRS from £110 


Showroom: 108C Brettell Lane, Amblecote, Stourbridge, DY8 4BS or call 



FREE PARKING at rear 


01384 378252 





































































Call to bring museum 
back Into use quickly 



The former museum and art gallery building in Dudley town centre 


DUDLEY’S former museum 
building must be brought 
back into use as soon as 
possible, council bosses say. 

Chiefs insisted the historic 
building in the town centre, which 
controversially closed its doors 
just before Christmas after more 
than 100 years, should not be left 
empty for any longer than neces¬ 
sary 

It has also been revealed that col¬ 
lections from the St James’s Road 
museum and art gallery, which have 
been moved to the Dudley Archives in 
Tipton Road, will be back on display by 
August. This is so the award-winning 
new venue will be ready to accommo¬ 
date school trips from September. 

The council decided to close the 
museum in order to make savings of 
around £150,000, concluding that it 
was no longer fit for purpose. A report 
ahead of a meeting of Dudley Council’s 
overview and scrutiny management 
board today (Thursday) reveals the 
building is intended for staff training 
and conferences. This currently takes 
place at Salt wells Education Develop¬ 
ment Centre, Bowling Green Road, 
Netherton, which is being considered 
as a potential site for housing. 

Collection 

The packing up of exhibits at Dud¬ 
ley Museum is expected to take three 
months. 

The report also reveals plans for the 
Brooke Robinson collection of artwork 
and artefacts donated by the former 
MP, be displayed on the ground floor 
of the existing museum building in the 
town centre. 

The report to the board calls for “the 
relocation to be co-ordinated to ensure 
that the vacated building is brought 
back into active use without unneces¬ 
sary delay and as soon as reasonably 
practicable”. It adds: “The necessary 


refurbishment works should be under¬ 
taken as soon as practicable.” 

Councillor Khurshid Ahmed, cabinet 
member for planning and economic 
development, said: “These plans will 
ensure it still has an important role.” 

An open afternoon is taking place at 
Dudley Archives on Tuesday, from 2 
to 4pm, where visitors can give their 
views. 

It has been revealed that part of the 
Duncan Edwards football memorabilia 
collection, which had been housed at 
the museum for the past decade, will 


be loaned back to Dudley by the col¬ 
lection’s prospective new owners Man¬ 
chester United. 

The council says that the club had 
agreed ‘in principle’ to a loan deal over 
the collection, which includes the Dud¬ 
ley-born football hero’s England caps, 
shirts, medals and trophies. According 
to council bosses the Edwards family 
are in negotiations over the sale of 
the collection to the club. Any items 
loaned back would go on display at 
Dudley Archives. 



Starkey Electrical Ltd 

Manor House, Manor Lane, Halesowen Domestic, Commercial & Industrial Electricians 

email: info@starkeyelectrical.co.uk www.starkeyelectrical.co.uk 

0121 423 3883 / 0844 561 7244 Office 


• For all your electrical 
needs in your home, 
garden, driveway or 
office/retail premises 

• Experienced 
electricians NICEIC 
regulated 

• Competitive prices/ 
FREE quotations 


Energy saving LED 

Lighting 

Fuseboard 

replacements 

Rewiring 

Landlord Certification 
General electrical 
maintenance 


• Supply/install of 
electric roller shutter 
garage doors 

• Electric heating 
systems 

• Inspection & testing 

• Shower upgrades 

• CCTV & intruder 
alarms 


Starkey Electrical Ltd - Your local, energy efficient electrician 
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6 FLAT WINDOWS 
& 2 DOORS 

From Only 

^OI OJO, 


...Including 
fitting AND VAT! 


MmmypLied... .job wM 
dom ' wwkyou, t/eruf m/dt" 

Mrs Taylor of Halesowen 

good locioloble, fyfoq team, 

wuj hjfo 

oud itkoPVjHy leemmimd" 

Mr& Mrs Whitehosue ofHasbury 

Mtof ioitUfad u)0k tk u/wdouJi cutd 

- ohMK eammdlddOm" 

Mrs Gould of Hurst Green 


INLITEN FRONT 
DOOR in WHITE 

From Only 


INLITEN BACK 
DOOR in WHITE 

From Only 


...Including 
fitting! 


...Including 

fitting! 


• Full Window Doctor Service Available • Your NEW windows will sparkle this Winter 

• Misted Units Replaced • It's the Best Time of Year to Fit New Windows! 





It to be 


Your local well established business offering 
top quality products and service 
No payment until completion 
Call us now for a great deal on your 
new windows and doors 


Visit our showroom 


Deal direct with the owner 


HASBURY WINDOWS Ltd. 

- QUALITY I VALUE I SERVICE - 



SHOWROOM OPEN: 

Mon-Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm 
Sat - 10.00am - 1,00pm 

PHONELINES OPEN: 9.00am 9.00pm 


9 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9AA 

Telephone: 0121 421 7001 • 0121 421 2104 




FENSA 

Registered 30179 


"We will Beat ANY Genuine Written Quote" 
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ice cream blunder sparks 
apology to pupils' parents 


MUSLIM children at schools in Sandwell were served ice 
cream containing pork gelatine after a supplier sent out the 
wrong product. 

The error was said to have affected a ‘small number’ of schools across 
the borough, including Lodge Primary School in West Bromwich, 
where a letter has been sent to parents apologising for what happened. 

The mistake was only flagged up after some pupils at the school, which has a 
- large Muslim intake, had eaten the ice 


Hit-and-run 
probe opens 
on woman, 88 

THE inquest into a pensioner who 
was killed in a hit-and-run crash has 
been adjourned as police try to track 
down the driver. 

Mary Elizabeth Humpherson, aged 
88, who was known as Betty, was 
taken to hospital with serious injuries 
after being struck by a silver Ford 
Mondeo on Birmingham Road on Oc¬ 
tober 21. The driver abandoned the 
car and ran off following the smash, 
which happened just before noon near 
the junction with Peak House Road. 

Mrs Humpherson died later the 
same day. 

Sgt Chris Ridge, collision investiga¬ 
tor from West Midlands Police, said: 
“We have not identified a driver as 
such yet. 

“Inquiries are still ongoing. Ev¬ 
idence has been gathered but it is 
DNA based. I am confident that we 
will identify a suspect in the next few 
weeks and an arrest will be made.” 

Assistant Coroner Angus Smiley 
adjourned the inquest for six weeks. 


cream. The dessert was a new addition 
to the school’s menu. Lodge Primary 
School headteacher Lisa Gillam said 
the mistake was ‘unacceptable’ after 
being provided with the ice-cream by 
SIPS Education. 

She said the supplier had sent the 
wrong product and she would be mak¬ 
ing a formal complaint as eating pork 
is forbidden as part of Islamic tradi¬ 
tion. The Oak Lane school has 430 
pupils, with the number from ethnic 
minority backgrounds higher than av¬ 
erage. Around 30 per cent are of Bang¬ 
ladeshi origin 

Ms Gillam, in a letter sent out on 
Friday, said: “I was writing to apol¬ 
ogise as today at lunchtime some of 
the children unfortunately consumed 
some ice-cream which contained pork 
gelatine. We have spoken to SIPS, who 
are in charge of the menus that the 
school are allocated, and they’ve in¬ 
formed us the supplier sent the wrong 
product in error. 

“I understand this is not an ac¬ 
ceptable reason as we do not serve 
any products to children that contain 
products such as gelatine and SIPS is 
aware of this as the majority of our 
children have vegetarian food. 

“I have informed our chair of gover¬ 
nors, Nigel Edge, and will be making 
a formal complaint.” A spokesman for 
SIPS Education said: “A full and im¬ 
mediate investigation is in progress to 
resolve this matter.” 


Morris dancers in city centre are heckled 


A BLACK Country Morris dancer has 
described the actions of people who 
heckled a group of dancers with black¬ 
ened faces as ‘unacceptable’. 

The dancers, who hail from Alve- 
church, near Bromsgrove in Worces¬ 
tershire, were threatened by a group 
of spectators during performances 
they put on in Birmingham city centre 
on Saturday, January 7, which took 
place in front of shoppers. 

The dancers blackened their faces 
as part of the Border Morris tradition, 
which features groups from villages 
up and down the Welsh border, but 
particularly Herefordshire, Worces¬ 
tershire and Shropshire. 

But they faced abuse from some 
people, who were accusing them of 
being racists during the performance. 

Dave Jeffery, who is the treasurer 
at Sedgley Morris Dancers, was also in 
the city centre performing on the day, 
but was not present when the alleged 
abuse took place. 

He said: “I can understand some 
people may think it is offensive - but 
this is an English tradition. The black¬ 
ened faces are to provide a disguise, it 
has nothing to do with race. 

“But what happened was unaccept¬ 
able.” 

The Alvechurch dancers were one 
of several morris groups in the city on 
the day, celebrating Plough Monday. 

The event marks the start of the ag¬ 
ricultural year. 

Mr Jeffery said his group, which do 
the Border Morris dance, do not face 
common disruptions when perform¬ 
ing. 



Morris Dancers with blackened faces in Birmingham city centre 
were heckled. Picture courtesy of B4 Parking 


Plants worth 
£l00kfound 
at property 

CANNABIS plants with a street value 
of £100,000 were found growing at a 
property in Tipton. 

Police raided a house in Hamil¬ 
ton Road in Great Bridge where the 
mini drugs factory was uncovered. A 
31-year-old man was arrested at the 
scene last Wednesday. 

Tweeting about the raid, @Tip- 
tonTownWMP said: “Tipton Ward 
officers conducted a drugs warrant 
on Hamilton Road Great Bridge this 
morning. 

“There was approx street value of 
£100,000 pound worth of drugs found 
in the property. 

“A 31-year-old male has been ar¬ 
rested and is currently helping of¬ 
ficers with their inquiries.” 

Meanwhile in a separate raid police 
seized 30 plants at a property in Filey 
Road in the early hours of Wednesday. 

Officers from the Low Hill, Fallings 
Park, Bushbury and Oxley Wolver¬ 
hampton neighbourhood police team 
attended the property and shared the 
news of the discovery on social media. 

Tweeting about the raid, @Low- 
HillWMP said: “Officers seized over 
30 Cannabis plants yesterday at an 
address in Filey Road, Fordhouses. 
#CannabisCultivation #InPoliceCus- 
tody #Drugs.” 

The news comes as police recently 
recovered £2 million of ‘dirty money’, 
including that which had been in¬ 
volved in drug crime, in less than a 
year. 

The money will now go to good 
causes. 

NEC-based concrete 
show has mortar it 

THE UK Concrete Show, now in its 
seventh year, will stop off at Birming¬ 
ham’s NEC next month. 

It is Europe’s largest dedicated con¬ 
crete show. The event is on February 
15 and 16. 

To register for tickets, visit www. 
concrete, smart-reg.co .uk/visitors. 


foOTORSHOW 


BEFORE 

YOU TEST DRIVE! 



KEEP UP TO DATE WITH THE 
, LATEST MANUFACTURER 
v & DEALER OFr 
BY VISIT... 
OUR SHOW.. 



DRIVING EXPERIENCE - COST OF OWNERSHIP - DESIGN & BUILD - RANGE 



expressandstar.com/drivetime 
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Acenta moves forward 
with £23m financing 


STEEL processing firm Acenta, 
which has two major sites in the 
Black Country, is set for continued 
growth after sealing a £23m refi¬ 
nancing deal with HSBC. 

Acenta Steel is one of the UK’s 
leading processor and distributor 
of hot rolled and bright engineer¬ 
ing steel bars and is working with 
HSBC and HSBC Global Receivables 
Finance. 

HSBC’s refinancing package will 
allow Acenta to continue to offer 
its portfolio of highly differentiated 
products for a range of sectors, in¬ 
cluding the hydraulics and automo¬ 
tive sectors. 

The £60m-turnover business op¬ 
erates from six UK sites, including 
Willenhall and Dudley, and exports 
over 40 per cent of its steel to global 
partners. 

The refinance will allow Acenta to 


continue to invest in stock and cap¬ 
ital to maintain its position as the 
number one processor of bright bar 
in the UK and to provide one of the 
broadest product ranges of engineer¬ 
ing bar in Europe. 

Bright bar is precision finished 
material for component manufac¬ 
ture in wide ranging and demand¬ 
ing engineering applications such 
as engine, driveline and suspension 
parts, hydraulic valves and house¬ 
hold goods. 

In addition to processing steel, 
Acenta says it has a unique vertically 
integrated supply chain providing 
stock-holding, cutting and distri¬ 
bution facilities from the UK. The 
business aims to build on exports to 
Mexico, Eastern Europe and Asia. 

Acenta also has operations in 
Rugby, Manchester, Newport, Sun¬ 
derland, and Southampton. 



Acenta Steel grows - Graham Hay of HSBC, Tarlok Singh and Colin Mills of Acenta, and Gary Riley of HSBC 


Zoo wins award for 
15th year straight 

DUDLEY Zoo has been awarded a national award for 
quality - for the fifteenth consecutive year. 

The Visitor Attraction Quality Assurance Scheme 
award is issued by Visit England and follows a secret 
visit by the tourism industry regulatory body, who 
praised zoo staff for their enthusiasm and friendliness. 

Zoo director Derek Grove said: “We’re a totally unique 
tourist attraction and we’re delighted with the report 
which provides an unbiased viewpoint of the visitor ex¬ 
perience we provide.” 

The report complimented staff for their efficiency, 
knowledge, customer care and appearance as well as 
highlighting the zoo’s car park and entrance, safari shop, 
well-maintained grounds, vast range of animals and our 
new exhibits. 

He added: “We had a very busy 12 months and have 
continued to invest in the 40-acre site. 

“Our staff have worked incredibly hard to achieve a 
huge amount of growth and progress, helping us achieve 
a 30-year high of 310,000 visitors being welcomed to the 
zoo.” 


Number of 
attacks on 
fire crews 
has risen 


ATTACKS on firefighters in the line of duty 
are on the up, according to new figures. 

In the last four years, a total of 309 firefighters in 
the West Midlands have been subjected to assaults. 

From April 2015 to April 2016 there were 67 assaults 
but this increased to 77 in just eight months, from April 
to December. 

Verbal assaults have dominated the incidents, with a 


total of 50 such incidents re¬ 
ported in April to December 
last year, an increase from 
43 in the previous year. 

The throwing of missiles 
also featured with 12 such 
attacks reported in those 
eight months, an increase of 
four on 2015/16. 

Physical assaults were 
listed third in the figures, 
with five reported from 
April to December 2016, an 
increase from the one that 
took place in 2015/16. 

There were also four in¬ 
stances of threatening be¬ 
haviour reported, as well as 
three recorded cases of har¬ 
assment. 

Nuisance 

A statement from the 
West Midlands Fire Ser¬ 
vice on the findings said: 
“Attacks can be verbal or 
physical, and might include 
hindrance or nuisance while 
firefighters are responding 
to and resolving incidents. 
When an attack is reported, 
it is referred to a station 
commander to consider and 
act on as needed.” 

“Any attack upon our fire¬ 
fighters is one too many, and 
will not be tolerated. Where 
appropriate, we will work 
closely with West Midlands 
Police to bring culprits to 
justice. 

“All of our fire stations 
put great effort into build- 


By Jessica Labhart 


ing very strong links with 
their local communities, 
building trust and under¬ 
standing upon which they 
can draw at incidents if nec¬ 
essary.” 

In 2013/14 there were 92 
assaults , with 63 verbal 
assaults, 15 missiles, five 
instances of threatening 
behaviour, four instances of 
nuisance, three instances of 
physical contact, one injury 
and one assault involving a 
weapon. 

The news comes as recent 
figures revealed which sta¬ 
tions in the West Midlands 
were the busiest in 2015. 

West Bromwich topped 
the call-out list with a 
total of 1,172 calls in the 
whole of 2015. The station 
was closely followed by 
Fallings Park in Wolver¬ 
hampton with 1,072 and 
Wolverhampton with 888. 
The stations with the fewest 
call-outs were Wednesbury 
with 119 calls, Tettenhall 
with 136 and Aldridge with 
283. 

Out of the 1,172 call¬ 
outs for the 24-hour fire 
crews from West Bromwich, 
204 were equipment false 
alarms and 11 malicious 
false alarms. Eighty calls 
were for traffic accidents 
and 118 for property fires. 


Museum seeks more 
business partners 

THE Black Country Living Museum is seeking to add new 
members to its Business Partner scheme. 

The museum in Tipton Road, Dudley, has a number of 
opportunities for business partners including entertaining 
clients, increasing brand awareness and staging special 
events. 

Partners can also hire rooms at the museum and also 
get involved in sponsorship and get staff involved in vol¬ 
unteering. 

To find out more about becoming one of the Black Coun¬ 
try Living Museum’s partners, or to discuss a bespoke 
package or sponsorship, e-mail development@bclm.com or 
call 0121 557 9643. 



CELEBRATING 


YEARS 


selected 

ranges 


PRICE 

PROMISE 


Low sale prices. Pay nothing for a year. 
No deposit. Then take interest free credit. 

The Winter Sale offer is on now and 
all weekend at Cousins. 

There's huge reductions throughout all departments, 
sofas, dining and bedroom furniture, beds, carpets, 
homewares and much more. 

At (ousins we've got a really 
big store full of ClttCe worxjcleri... 


I f save \ £1099 

(£400fer‘ ~ ~ 

x y \a/— 


CAnO I ‘ ARBRE COMPLETE CORNERGROUP 

(INCLUDES SCATTER CUSHIONS AND FOOTSTOOL) 


up to 

35% 

Off 


SB* 


£599 


SILENTNIGHT MOONSTONE 
MIRACOIL DOUBLE 2 DRAWER 
DIVAN 
Was £799 
SAVE £200 


DVRKSTA 


Our price promise 
to you, we won't b 
beaten on price! * 


★ ★★★★ 
feefo 


(Ji r ^- r ^ Parker Knoll a HALO . JEMPUR P 

Open 7 days a week 

Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 
Dudley Manchester 


(ousins 


a true family business 


Birmingham 

Warwick Road, 
Tyseley. Bll 2EW. 

T: 0121 765 3300 


Hall Street 
DY2 8NW. 

T: 01384 451500 


A57, Regent Rd, 
Salford. M5 4EA. 

T: 0161 875 4070 


mm www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


0% APR REPRESENTATIVE 


* Free parking 

* Instore restaurant 

* Large stocks 

* Immediate delivery 
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At last! £7.5m boost will 
tackle pothole pitted roads 


THE West Midlands and Staffordshire are to be given more 
than £7.5 million to tackle potholes. 

The Government has revealed the amount each region will be re¬ 
ceiving in the next financial year to fill in potholes as well as stop them 
forming in the first palce. 

The West Midlands will receive £7.67 million overall, including £1.22m for 
the West Midlands Combined Authority and £1.58m for Staffordshire. The 
- Government says the funding for the 


Car smashes 
into the Billy 
Wright statue 

THE iconic Billy Wright statue out¬ 
side Wolves’ Molineux stadium has 
been badly damaged after it was hit 
by a car. 

The plinth on which the statue 
of the Wolves and England legend 
stands was ripped apart by the force 
of the collision. 

A man has been arrested on sus¬ 
picion of drink-driving. He has since 
been bailed. 

Three slate slabs have torn off the 
structure, including the panel that 
carries Wright’s name, which was 
smashed in two. 

Vicky Wright, the daughter of the 
late player, said she was ‘so sad’ to 
hear about the statue. 

The damage to the sculpture be¬ 
came visible as dawn broke on Sun¬ 
day. Police cordoned off the area with 
tape. 

A West Midlands Police spokesman 
said: “A 30-year-old man was arrested 
on suspicion of drink-driving and dan¬ 
gerous driving.” 


West Midlands, which also includes 
Hereford, Shropshire and Stoke, will 
lead to around 144,000 potholes being 
fixed in 2017/18. 

Transport minister Andrew Jones 
said: “This Government is investing 
record amounts improving and main¬ 
taining highways across the country to 
help motorists.” 

The new funds have been backed by 
South Staffordshire MP and the Con¬ 
servative chief whip Gavin William¬ 
son. The Kinver MP said: “The state 
of our roads is consistently raised with 
me by residents and remains a great 
source of frustration for drivers. 

“This funding is welcome news for 
families and businesses in Stafford¬ 
shire who rely on our roads to get 
around. It builds on the £1,069,000 we 
got last year and is the latest step in 
our plan to build a country that works 
for everyone. 

“The announcement shows that we 
are delivering on our commitment to 
invest in infrastructure to attract busi¬ 
nesses and secure a better future for 
local businesses.” 

The funding allocated specifically 
for potholes is part of more than 
£115m the West Midlands is receiving 
to improve roads, cut congestion and 
improve journey times. 

Including its £1.22m pothole fund, 
West Midlands Combined Authority is 
to receive £21.5m. The authority in¬ 
cludes all four Black Country councils. 


Boy names teddy after donor who saved him 



A NINE-YEAR-OLD boy from Kingswinford met the 
mother of the young man who enabled him to have a 
life-changing liver transplant. 

Kristof Polgar, was born with a genetic condition 
called Progressive Familial Intrahepatic Cholestasis 
(PFIC) that caused his liver to fail. When he was just 
three years old, he received part of Justin Charman’s 
liver in an op at Birmingham Children’s Hospital. 

Not only did the transplant give Kristof the gift of 
life, it saw him go from strength to strength at sport 
and he now a junior star of the British Transplant 
Games, winning a staggering eight medals for his per¬ 
formance in the racket sports section over three years. 

Justin Charman was aged just 21 when he took his 
own life in February 2011. Justin was an award-win¬ 
ning aircraft engineer apprentice in Somerset and had 
been receiving therapy. 

When he died, Justin’s organs were given to five peo¬ 
ple, including Kristof. 

Mother 

Now, Kristof has met the mother of his life-saver, 
Angela Land, aged 52, who lives in Bath. They met at 
Westonbirt Arboretum near Gloucester. 

Kristof s mother, Erica, said: “Kristof was born with 
his liver problem. He couldn’t even walk because he 
was so weak. So he learned to walk after his trans¬ 
plant. We wanted to meet with Justin’s mother to 
thank her. We spent the day together. It was quite 
emotional. Kristof asked what Justin’s favourite col¬ 
our was and discovered it was blue, the same as his.” 

Erika said: “After the transplant, Kristof became 
strong, he started to walk in just a few weeks after 
the transplant.” 

Kristof decided to name his teddy bear after Justin 
so he can cuddle him. 

Angela said: “Nothing will bring my son back but it 
does bring comfort to know that he has helped so many 
people, including Kristof.” 

To join the NHS Organ Donor Register visit www. 
organdonation.nhs.uk or call 0300 123 2323. 


NHS mental 
health drop-in 
session dates 

DUDLEY and Walsall Mental Health 
Partnership NHS Trust will be hold¬ 
ing a series of drop-in events during 
2017 at libraries within the borough. 

The emotional health and wellbe¬ 
ing drop-ins are run by the Trust’s 
Community Development Workers 
(CDWs) and will provide members of 
the public the opportunity to find out 
more information about improving 
their mental health and overall well¬ 
being. 

The drop-ins are a chance for the 
local community to gain information 
from the CDW team, who will be on 
hand to signpost individuals and sup¬ 
port them in contacting appropriate 
services and organisations. No book¬ 
ing or appointment is necessary. 

These sessions will run on Feb¬ 
ruary 15 at Stourbridge Library be¬ 
tween 1pm and 2.30pm, at Halesowen 
Library on March 2 between 10am 
and midday and at the same time on 
March 30 at Brierley Hill Library. 

First steps to be made 
on Metro extension 

THE Midland Metro Alliance is set 
to take the first step towards a Metro 
extension in the Black Country this 
week. 

The alliance - working on behalf of 
the West Midlands Combined Author¬ 
ity (WMCA) - will begin to make pro¬ 
gress on the proposed extension from 
Wednesbury to Brierley Hill, clearing 
vegetation from overgrown areas of 
the old South Staffordshire line. 

Route construction is anticipated to 
begin during 2019 and to be open for 
passenger service four years later. 

WMCA lead member for trans¬ 
port, councillor Roger Lawrence said: 
“Whilst this is not the formal start of 
work on the extension, it is the first 
step towards it.” 

The clearance work should be com¬ 
pleted in around two weeks, and all 
those affected have been informed. 



Minibus 


Supporting Local Communities 



CT Minibus provides 
low-cost mini-bus 
travel for community 
groups and other 
not-for-profit 
organisations 


Do you need to use a minibus 
and can’t afford the rates charged by 
hire companies? 


□ Paid Drivers Available 

□ MIDAS Training For Your Drivers 

□ Up to 16 Passengers 

□ Wheelchairs Assessible Vehicles 

□ Competitive Rates 

□ Special Weekend, Evening and School Holiday Rates 


CALL US ON 0845 209 0191 

www.communitytransport.org 




Walking Holiday 
Collection 



Flying Direct from Birmingham 
Selected dates Feb 2017 to Mar 2018 

Our collection is designed to give you as much flexibility as 
possible - walk a lot, walk a little - the choice is yours. Either way 
on a Preferred Travel Services Walking Holiday you get the best of 
all worlds - recharge the batteries on a holiday, discover so much 
about the local culture, flora and fauna with an expert guide, enjoy 
the scenery of Europe’s most picturesque countryside and beauty 
spots, and keep fit at the same time! All this in the company of like- 
minded travellers from all over the UK. 

Price includes 

• Return direct flights from Birmingham 

• 7 nights hotel accommodation - mostly half board 

• 3 fully guided walks 

• Options to extend by 7 nights on many holidays 

• Services of a local representative 

Mijas, Cordoba 
& the White Villages 

Flying Direct from Birmingham 

Departs Mar 11, Apr 22, Oct 7 2017 & Mar 10 2018 

On this holiday you spend a week in white-painted Mijas. From 
Mijas there are guided visits to the timeless old UNESCO city of 
Cordoba, with its Mezquita church, and to Picasso’s home city of 
Malaga. All these remarkable sights are bathed in the year-round 
warmth of the Andalucian sunshine! 

Price includes 

• Return direct flights from Birmingham 

• 7 nights 4* HB hotel accommodation in Mijas 

• Excursion to Cordoba with guided tour of the Mezquita 

• Orientation walk in Mijas 

• Visit to Malaga with a tour through the historic centre 

• Services of a local representative 


Organised by Preferred Travel Services. ABTA No. W3692. Atol No. 5537 
Single supplements apply. Subject to availability. 


For more information or to book, please call: 0116 279 3929 quote WEXP 
or visit: www.preferredts.com/wexp 



































Self-service 
ticket extension 

BRAND new self-service ticket machines 
have been unveiled at train stations across 
the Midlands. 

A total of 28 new machines have been in¬ 
stalled across the London Midland network 
in Shropshire, Staffordshire, the Black 
Country, Birmingham, Worcestershire and 
Warwickshire. 

It aims to make rail travel easier as part 
of a £15 million ongoing programme of in¬ 
vestment in technology. 

The machines have been set up at sev¬ 
eral stations including Dudley Port and 
Birmingham’s Adderley Park, Duddeston, 
Gravelly Hill, Perry Barr, Small Heath, 
Stechford, Tyseley and Witton. 

The machines feature contactless tech¬ 
nology to speed up the process of buying a 
ticket and also offer options to reach any 
destination in the UK. They can also be 
used to collect tickets ordered online via 
London Midland’s click and collect system 
as soon as 15 minutes after ordering. 


ukip spokesman in call to put 
Crown mark back on glasses 


CALLS have been made 
for the return of traditional 
Crown stamps on Britain’s 
pint glasses - a decade after 
they began to disappear in 
favour of an EU-wide ‘Euro¬ 
pean Conformity’ mark. 

UKIP’s Bill Etheridge, who repre¬ 
sents the West Midlands in the Eu¬ 
ropean Parliament, believes a move 
back to the UK Government stamp, 
guaranteeing full and half-pint glasses 
are the correct size, could help revive 
Britain’s glass-making sector. 

An EU Measuring Instruments Di¬ 


rective, which came into force in late 
2006, meant manufacturers had to 
mark the letters ‘CE’ on newly-made 
pint pots, although existing Crown- 
stamped glasses could still be used in 
pubs. 

Demands for the return of the 
Crown stamp follow similar calls for 
post-Brexit Britain to allow traders to 
ditch metric measures. 

Control 

Mr Etheridge, UKIP’s defence 
spokesman and a member of the Cam¬ 
paign for Real Ale, said: “All drinkers 
remember the Crown mark, knowing 
it guaranteed them a full pint. Rein¬ 


troduced gradually, as replacements, 
they are not a throwback to a nostal¬ 
gic era, but a move to put us back in 
control of the production and specifi¬ 
cations of our own pint.” 

Mr Etheridge, who is also a Dudley 
councillor for Sedgley, added: “Across 
the whole range of manufacturing we 
have to look at returning to our own 
systems of British Standards as we un¬ 
ravel ourselves from EU red tape. Any 
nostalgia should be to return to an era 
when British Standards set the agenda 
and were respected throughout the 
world. Once we are free to make our 
own trade deals again, they will be at 
the forefront of our sales pitch.” 



Bill Etheridge - British stamp 


Fine to fund 
air ambulance 

A NEW air ambulance will be taking to 
the region’s skies following a £1 million 
grant. 

Midlands Air Ambulance, based at RAF 
Cosford, will order the new craft after it 
was announced in the autumn statement 
that the charity would be given the money 
by the Government from the banking 
fines fund. 

Hanna Sebright, chief executive for 
Midlands Air Ambulance Charity, said: 
“The injection of funds via the banking 
fine comes as very welcome news at the 
charity as it will help further enhance our 
vitally important emergency service. 

“The allocation has enabled us to place 
an order for an upgraded H145 helicopter, 
which will cost in total approximately £7 
million.” 

The charity currently owns one helicop¬ 
ter and leases two further aircraft. 



Prince Charming (Dan Wright) and Cinderella (Megan 
Luckins) with fellow cast members 

IT will be a case of whose foot will fit the glass slipper when 
a fairytale pantomime hits Brierley Hill Civic Hall. 

Cinderella will be given a modern twist as Brierley Hill 
Musical Theatre Company put on the performances this 
weekend. Jo Gresswell, production director, said: “It’ll be 
a spectacular show with a mixture of veterans and new 
people. The music will be very pop orientated too featur¬ 
ing Justin Timberlake’s Can’t Stop the Feeling and Jess 
Glynne’s Hold My Hand. It’s very family friendly. 

“There are 40 people in the group and we perform 
throughout the year. In April, we do a charity concert that 
raises money for Action Heart and the Lifeboat Associa¬ 
tion. Many of our members turn up and audition and then 
join the cast full time. It’s wonderful to see them progress 
through the different shows and being something special 
to each performance.” 

The show will continue from tonight (Thursday) to Sat¬ 
urday. Tickets cost £10 with concessions available. See 
www.bhmtc.co.uk or call the box office on 0845 6588095. 

New £6m football 
pitches proposed 

FOOTBALL pitches could be created at two sites in 
Sandwell after council bosses revealed a plan to bid for 
millions of pounds of sports funding. 

Sandwell Council wants to build ‘football hubs’ equipped 
with high-grade facilities in the north and south of the 
borough. The Parklife Football Hub programme, which is 
backed by Sport England, the Football Association and Pre¬ 
mier League, aims to boost sport participation and improve 
facilities at grassroots level. 

The cash-strapped authority would be able to apply for 
up to £6 million in funding for the hubs, which would in¬ 
clude at least two 3G pitches and changing rooms. 

Locations for the pitches have not yet been decided but 
it is planned for one to serve Tipton, Wednesbury and West 
Bromwich and the other for Oldbury, Smethwick and Row- 
ley Regis. The move would involve the formation of a new 
trust. 


Merry Hill’s BIGGEST Furniture Sale! 

The William & Sons fantastic Winter Sale is on right now! 

This weekend we’ve got huge sale reductions off all our dining and living furniture 
including many leading brand names! Everything is reduced throughout our 35,000 sq.ft, 
superstore! You can also choose to spread the cost with monthly payments up to 
3 years totally interest free!* 


WINTER 



©7 


LLIAM&S0NS 


www.williamandsons.co.uk 


Level Street I Merry Hill I Dudley I West Midlands I DY51UA I T. 01384 77444 

OPENING TIMES: Monday to Friday 10-5.30pm Saturday 10-6pm Sunday 11-5pm 

Sign up at williamandsons.co.uk to receive OUR EXCLUSIVE PRIVILEGE OFFERS! 
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The Old Deanery, which was replaced in the 1930s by Wolverhampton Polytechnic 


Sedgley’s Bullring, seen during the early 20th century Digitalising glass negatives, volunteer Steve Martin, at Wolverhampton City Archives 



The iconic curved building which was the Victoria Hotel, 
now The Britannia Hotel situated in Lichfield Street 


Steve brings pictures of 
city into the digital age 


A VAST collection of some 
of the oldest photographs 
of Wolverhampton and sur¬ 
rounding areas in existence 
is being computerised for the 
new digital generation. 

More than 2,000 glass negatives, 
some more than 120 years old, are 
being converted to the new technol¬ 
ogy - and all by one man, prompted by 
his combined love of history and his 
adopted city. 

Steve Martin spends a couple of 
days a week at the Wolverhampton 
Archives in Waterloo Road hunched 
over the dusty glass plates - the pre¬ 
decessor of photographic film - and is 
now more than halfway through the 
project. 

The images include an early Wolves 
match, showing the players in knee 
breeches, with the spectators watch¬ 
ing from a grassy bank just yards from 
the pitch. 

Another shows a ward in the vast 
King Edward VII Memorial Wing 
which was added to the overcrowded 
Wolverhampton and Staffordshire 


MEMORY LANE 


By Marion Brennan 


General Hospital, later renamed the 
Royal Hospital, in 1923. 

Some of the glass plates are so big 
he has had to process them in three 
or four sections and ‘stitch’ them to¬ 
gether. 

Hardly any of the photographs are 
identified or dated but help has been 
at hand from the Wolverhampton Lit¬ 
erary & Scientific Society whose mem¬ 
bers have been assisting by posting 
the images on its Facebook page, and 
inviting suggestions. 

Software 

“We have no idea of the sources,” 
said Mr Martin, who lives off Tetten- 
hall Road. “The negatives have not 
been catalogued, and we don’t know 
how long they have been there.” 

The keen photographer volunteered 
himself for the task and uses his own 
equipment to scan the images, includ¬ 
ing a software programme to stitch the 
bigger images together. A native Lon¬ 


doner, he has lived in Wolverhampton 
for 28 years and enjoys great views 
of the city from his 10th floor flat, 
but says: “I wish I’d known Wolver¬ 
hampton in those days.” The archives’ 
old-fashioned negatives date from the 
late 1800s, with many of the First 
world War period, and include some 
from the 1950s. 

The sources of some of the negatives 
is known, with many of the church in¬ 
teriors bearing the stamp of profes¬ 
sional photographer Bennett Clark 
while others came from individuals 
andnewspapers. 

He says: “The collection is a hotch¬ 
potch of images but together they pro¬ 
vide a rich photographic tapestry of 
how Wolverhampton used to look.” 

* The Chronicle’s sister newspaper, 
the Express & Star is working with 
Wolverhampton Archives and the Uni¬ 
versity of Wolverhampton to digitise 
its collection of historic photographs. 
The project secured £59,000 in Herit¬ 
age Lottery Fund support to develop 
plans to create a free to use website. 
To find out more go to: https://twitter. 
com/esphotoarchive or www.facebook. 
com/photoarchivebid/ 



The site of the Royal London Building pre-1900 





A Wolves match taking place at the Molineux in the 
1890s, with a supporters stand in the distance 



Star^Travel ^ 


Fly direct from Birmingham airport 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


ALL HOLIDAYS INCLUDE £100pp° EARLY BOOKING DISCOUNT 


Your Chronicle 

in association with 




Quote Code: WHD321 


Departing 
Sunday 2 July 
2017 


8 days, by AIR 


Join us for a superb 
Croatian getaway to the 
‘pearl of the Adriatic’ with 
an excursion to 
Montenegro’s Kotor Bay 
area and a galleon cruise 
round the Elaphiti islands. 
This great-value break in¬ 
cludes flights and transfers, 
choice of 4 star hotel with 
breakfast, dinner and 
Croatian magic as standard. 


Price Includes, 


✓ Return flight on an exclusive Omega charter from Birmingham 
airport to Dubrovnik 

✓ 7 nights half board at the 4 star Grand Hotel Park & Villas Park 
(4 star Hotel Lapad available at a supplement) 

✓ Excursion to Montenegro 

✓ Galleon cruise to the Elaphiti Islands with lunch on board ship 

✓ Airport taxes and return transfer to your hotel 


£ 1099 > 


View product online at www.omega-holidays.com 


For more information A4AA4) AAOICC 
or to book, please call: 9V& 109 


Quote Code: MJE783 




SWITZERLAND 

and the Glacier Express 


Departing Sunday 9 July 2017 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return flight on an exclusive Omega charter from Birmingham 
airport to Friedrichshafen 

✓ 7 nights half board at the 3 star Hotel Sport, Klosters 
(4 star upgrade available at a supplement) 

✓ Excursion on the Glacier Express from Tiefencastel to 
Andermatt, with a visit to Lucerne and a boat cruise on the lake 

✓ Excursion on the Bernina Express from Pontresina to 
Poschiavo, with a visit to St Moritz 

✓ A complimentary Davos Klosters Card giving resort discounts 
and free use of Klosters cable cars and public transport 

✓ Airport taxes and return transfer to your hotel 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


SORRENTO 
SUMMER SPECIAL 

Departing Friday 23 June 2017 

Price Includes... 

✓ Outbound flight from Birmingham to Naples on a scheduled 
flight and return on an Omega charter to Birmingham 1 

✓ 8 nights at the 3 star Hotel Florida, Sorrento with hot 
buffet breakfast 

✓ Airport taxes and return transfer to your hotel 

OPTIONAL EXCURSIONS (AVAILABLE AT A SUPPLEMENT) 
Isle of Capri, Pompeii and Amalfi Drive (Positano, Amalfi and Ravello) 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com WA271 


8 days, by AIR 


£ 1299 " 


9 days, by AIR 
From 


£ 899 " 


f We have included the current flight price as of 10 January 2017 within the above package price. Should the cost of flights change the package 
price may vary. The final price will be confirmed to you at time of booking. 


OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 


f ■ ® 

OmegaHols (ffiOmegaHols OmegaHols 


Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTA V4782. ATOL Protected 
6081. Single supplement applies. Subject to availability. °When you 
book before 31 January 2017. Omega Holidays reserves the right to 
remove this offer at any time. 
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Ambitious Manor House 
restoration is approved 



£2.5 million investment - The Manor House, at Hall Green Road, West Bromwich 


AMBITIOUS plans to invest 
more than £2.5 million in 
a historic landmark build¬ 
ing have won approval from 
council leaders. 

Sandwell Council is applying for 
money from the Heritage Lottery 
Fund so it can restore the tim¬ 
ber-framed Grade I Manor House 
in Stone Cross which dates back 
to the 13th century. 

Councillors have given the go-ahead 
to apply for funding which, if success¬ 
ful, will improve access to more of the 
historic house, remove unsympathetic 
extensions, correct patched and tempo¬ 
rary repairs and enhance the grounds. 

Councillor Richard Marshall, 
Sandwell Council’s cabinet member 
for leisure, said: “Our aim is to restore 
and improve the Manor House so it 
can take its justifiable place as one of 
the most significant heritage buildings 
in the West Midlands.” 

Structure 

A significant programme of physi¬ 
cal works is proposed in line with the 
recommendations of the 2011 Conser¬ 
vation Plan as part of the work to the 
building if the bid is successful. 

A report before councillors outlines 
a programme of repairs to the physical 
structure of the building including the 
removal of inappropriate 20th century 
materials and repairs in line with cur¬ 
rent best practice as specified in the 
Conservation Plan. 

Officers want to improve the physi¬ 
cal access around the building through 
alterations in floor levels, re-opening 
historic doorways and new improved 
staircases and upper floor access. 

And they want to remove the poor 
quality extensions to the building dat¬ 
ing back to the days when it was used 
as a pub in the 1960s as well as provide 
new facilities including a classroom 
and toilets in adjacent buildings. 

Officers say a successful bid would 
also enable further archaeological in¬ 
vestigations in significant parts of the 


building, particularly the chapel range 
and the newly-discovered 15th century 
bakery. 

They would also carry out a range 
of hard landscaping improvements 
including developing dedicated pedes¬ 
trian access from Hall Green Road, re¬ 
laying and re-organising the car park 
and developing part of the existing car 
park as a hard-surfaced events area. 

Councillor Marshall added: “If we 
get funding, then the capital works 
will enable more and better events at 


the Manor House and make it a quality 
asset in the heart of the community.” 

Council officers will now seek a 
stage-one pass for development fund¬ 
ing of £142,000 as part of an overall 
capital project with a total value of 
£2,500,00 with 80 per cent support 
from the Heritage Lottery Fund and 
and the 20 per cent from Sandwell 
Council. 

The development phase is estimated 
at costing £142,000 with a council con¬ 
tribution of £28,400. 


SHIRLEY AQUATICS IS MOVING! 

TO BECKETTS FARM IN SEPTEMBER 2017 

,0NTHEA43SINWmm.JUNCTI0N30FTHEM42'B«7S«J 

Our superstore ha* been ba*ed at the Shirley *te for nearly 60 
years but it’s started to show its age and now is the time for the 
next chapter From September 2017 we w*l be located in our 
brand new, custom buiit t state of the art facility at Becketts 
Jarm Sign up to our newsletter for updates with deta ls of the 
new store and the grand opening spectacular Don't forget that 
we’ll still be here until September for business as usual & we will always 
have our great range of fish & reptile equipment in stock at our usual low pnees 

Look OUt for great deals on discontinued lines & 
ex-display items throughout the next 9 months! 



EXiTiERNAl! 


AQLJARI UJMlFilliTiERS 



EjOFF glassfibre ponds 

In stock items only 


««j j 



HOLDING RONDS 


20% OFF ALL DISPLAY AQUARIUMS 
while stocks last 


WATiER FEATURES 


btratfard Kd, Stwiey, West Midland^ B90 ■ 

0121 744 1300 www.shid^ydqiiaticsco^ 
Mon Sat 9arr-6pm Sun -10 30a~r 4:3Cpm 


K ^^smuicy 

fAQJJATICS 





GTL * GTL * GTL *GTL 

QUALITY COACH HOLIDAYS 


Britain & Europe 



r 

SAT 21ST JANUARY 2017 do. 

AT 

GTL OFMCCS, AUDNAM STOUffBRIOl 

Come Mono to omt open day * view i 

f uxury coaches * Pack sap a co 4 omc Ian 
Mar friendly staff * Free light ref ref 
pe available 




GREAT WEEKEND BREAKS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 
TO LONDON S WEST END FROM £139.50 pp 

including CTL coach travel, 1 night BB in a 4* Hotel and Saturday night 


theatre ticket, call ua now for your free brochure or visit our website 


www.yiouptraveMtd.uk 
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“Our company is owned and run by local tradesmen 
meaning the work is carried out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices as low as possible in order to 
keep within the budget of retired, disabled and working 
families which make up 95% of our customers. ” 


EXAMPLE FULL 
JOB FOR 

£3850 

90x90 Quadrant 
Cubicle with low 
level tray 

15 SQM Wall Tiles 
Tiled Floor 
Replacement Shower 
New Basin & WC 


1 


THIS WEEK’S 

DISABLED SPECIAL 

Are you having problems 
getting in and out of your 
bath? We will remove 
the bath and fit an easy 
access low level round, 
square or oblong cubicle 
and tile inside, supply a 
new replacement shower, 
a folding seat and grab rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 

£2150 


i 



Extra discount for our retired 
& disabled customers 


We offer a free no obligation 
home visit and on the spot price 
within 48 hrs of your call 


Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 
01384 287222 
Showroom also at 
39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 

SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, January 19, 2017 

























Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, January 19, 2017 


18 Gardening 

Scents to 
to sweeten 
the sharp 
winter air 

Blow the January blues away with 
some deliciously scented winter 
plants. Hannah Stephenson picks 
a variety that pack a gloriously 
perfumed punch 



THERE may be few reasons to venture into the garden 
at this time of year, but scent is one of them. 

The rich, heady perfume of certain winter-flowering 
shrubs can blow away the cobwebs and brush off the 
worst of the winter blues. 

Just inhaling the delicious fragrance of shrubs like 
mahonia, Christmas box (Sarcococca confusa) and Vi¬ 
burnum x bodnantense as you view the garden should 
shake off any reluctance you 
might have harboured about 
venturing outdoors in the first 
place. 

Add to that the bare- 
branched stems and light 
yellow, beautifully-perfumed 
flowers of wintersweet, the 
sulphur yellow flowers along 
the bare spreading branches 
of witch hazel and the strong- 
scented clusters of white flow¬ 
ers which appear on shrubby 
honeysuckle in winter, and 
your olfactory senses should 
be in their element. 

Of course, you don’t want one perfume to over¬ 
shadow another, and indeed, scented shrubs require a 
variety of conditions and space, but here’s a few of the 
best that will provide scent, colour and form: 

Shrubby honeysuckle 

(Lonicera x purpusii) 

Not a bit like a regular honeysuckle, but a close 
cousin nevertheless, this neat rounded bush grows 
to 2m x 2m and is covered in winter with clusters of 
strongly scented, white flowers. 

Grow it in any good garden soil in sun or light shade. 
Trim the flowered stems back to a sideshoot each year 
once the flowers are over to keep a good shape. 

Mahonia x media ‘Charity’ 

This upright plant, which grows 2m high and lm 
wide, has tooth-edged, leathery evergreen leaves and 
spikes of brilliant yellow scented flowers that smell a 
bit like lily of the valley in winter. 

It should be planted in light shade with a little shel¬ 
ter, so is ideally placed with others in a large border. 

Cut off some of the branches bearing flowers for in¬ 
door decorations, and if the shrub becomes leggy, cut 
it back hard after flowering. 

Witch hazel 

(Hamamelis mollis ‘Pal¬ 
lida’) 

Significant spidery-shaped 
I sulphur-yellow flowers appear 
along its spreading branches 
and can be in flower from 
autumn through to spring in 
a sheltered spot, or in a mild 
winter. 

The golden colour of the 
leaves in autumn is also worth 
noting. Another good one is H. 
x intermedia ‘Arnold Prom¬ 
ise’, which produces wonder¬ 
fully scented yellow flowers. 

Witch hazels are great for urban gardens as their 
leafless branches in winter cast no shade and they are 
also pretty compact. 

Wintersweet (sarcococca confusa) 

These tough evergreen shrubs are invaluable in the 
garden in winter, their dense forms covered in glossy, 
dark green leaves, bearing clusters of white flowers fol¬ 
lowed by round, glossy berries. 

But their best asset is their scent, a sweet, powerful 
fragrance which carries a surprising distance, even on 
the coldest day. 

If you want scent indoors, just cut a few stems and 
they will fill a room with rich fragrance. Grow them 
with other winter-flowering plants such as Viburnum 
x bodnantense ‘Dawn’ and Helleborus niger, or as an 
informal hedge. 

Daphne bholua 

The pretty pinky-purple and white flowers on this 
medium-sized evergreen shrub pack a perfumed punch 
and brighten up any shady border in winter. It’s com¬ 
pact by nature, but will reach a maximum height of 
2.5m and spread 1.5m in 10 years if you plant it in 
fertile, humus-rich soil that won’t dry out too much 
in summer. 

Of course, there are also smaller plants that will give 
you fragrance in winter, such as the pint-sized Crocus 
sieberi ‘Bowles’s White’, with its pure white flowers 
and gold throats, or the snowdrop, Galanthus magnet, 
and the Ipheion ‘Alberto Castillo’, a member of the 
onion family that grows to just 18cm, its white scented 
star-shaped flowers facing the sky. 

Grow them near the patio door to enjoy the best of 
the fragrance. 




Christmas rose, Helleborus niger, has delicate flowers 


Brightening the scene 
with delicate blooms 


BEST OF THE BUNCH 
- Helleborus 

IT may be known as the Christmas rose, but the 
helleborus generally blooms in January, its del¬ 
icate-looking saucer-shaped blooms brightening 
the scene in shades of white, pink or purple. 

The best place for it is the front of the border 
where nearby evergreen shrubs will protect it 
from winter winds and its flowers are best dis¬ 
played, emerging between January and March, 
depending on the type. H. niger grows to around 
45cm producing white flowers with central 
golden stamens. The Lenten rose blooms later, 
between February and April, producing white, 
pink or purple flowers. Dig in compost and leaf 
mould before planting, watch out for slugs in 
spring and water in dry weather. 

GOOD ENOUGH TO EAT 
- Growing onions from sets 
JANUARY is a good time to look out for on¬ 
ion sets in garden centres if you want to grow 
your own. They are much easier than seeds and 
low-maintenance once you’ve started them off. 

Look out for the small garden bulbs and store 
them in a dry place ready for planting in March. 


Dig over the ground in winter, adding compost 
and firm the surface before planting. Plant sets 
10cm (4in) apart in mid-March to mid-April, 
with the tips just showing, firming soil around 
the sets. Protect them from birds with netting 
and keep them weed-free. They should be ready 
for lifting between July and September. Good 
varieties include ‘Rumba’ and ‘Sturon’. 

WHAT TO DO THIS WEEK 

1. Prepare celery trenches, digging in plenty 
of organic matter. 

2. Cover areas still to be dug with a sheet of 
polythene to keep off rain and snow. 

3. If your seed and potting compost is kept in 
a cold place, bring it into the greenhouse several 
days before use to warm it up to the glasshouse 
temperature. 

4. Check stakes and ties on newly planted 
trees, making sure they are not rubbing. 

5. Take root cuttings from oriental poppies, 
verbascum, Primula denticulata, Phlox panicu- 
lata, rhus and other plants. 

6. Enrich soil with compost where beans are 
to be grown. 

7. Wash and sterilise pots and seed trays. 


Holidays that indulge 
a passion for gardens 



Kirstenbosch National Botanical Garden, in Cape Town, is one of the top destinations for garden-loving holidaymakers 



Cherry blossom at the Brooklyn Botanical Garden, in New York The ornate Villa d’Este Park in Tivoli, Lazio, Italy 


By Hannah Stephenson 

NEW Year is the time when we 
think about booking our holidays 
- and for the green-fingered, that 
might include a garden visit or 
even a garden-themed break. 

Some tour operators, including 
Saga, have introduced new special in¬ 
terest holidays into their 2017 product 
range. 

“Over the past couple of years, we have 
really seen a surge in demand for our hor¬ 
ticultural programme,” says Saga’s special 
interest holiday creator Tremaine Moore. 

“For garden lovers, I think the attraction 
is the mix of visiting outstanding gardens 
combined with the opportunity to see the 
local wild flora, especially when it comes to 
the trips overseas.” 

Among Saga’s new range is a tour in Sep¬ 
tember to the Western Cape in South Af¬ 
rica, including wild flora visits and entrance 
to some of the country’s most famous gar¬ 
dens. It also has three new UK holidays in 
summer, taking in some prestigious gar¬ 
dens including RHS Wisley, Sheffield Bo¬ 
tanical Gardens and Renishaw (www.saga. 
co.uk) 

New destination itineraries for RHS Gar¬ 
den Holidays include Marrakech and Flow¬ 
ers of the Atlas, visiting some of the exciting 
new gardens in Morocco, including that of 
Tom Stuart-Smith; Oregon: In the Foot¬ 
steps of David Douglas holiday, following 
the route of the famous Scots botanist; and 
Burle Marx Gardens of Rio & Brazil’s Natu¬ 
ral Wonders which includes exclusive visits 
to some of the private gardens designed by 
the celebrated Brazilian landscape archi¬ 
tect. 

The society is also launching a holiday 
taking in the new RHS Chatsworth Flower 
Show, plus breaks featuring private gar¬ 
dens of East Anglia and private gardens of 
Guernsey (020 3735 1855, rhsgardenholi- 
days.com). 

But if you just want to do your own thing, 
here are four of the best gardens around the 
world to explore at your leisure: 

Kirstenbosch National Botanical 
Garden, Cape Town (www.sanbi.org) 

Now part of a UNESCO World Heritage 
site, these stunning gardens, only 13km 
from Cape Town, provide a marvellous 
showcase for South Africa’s indigenous 
flora, with more than 7,000 plant species, 
including the king protea (South Africa’s 
national flower), fynbos, agapanthus and a 
rich collections of bulbs, alpines and ferns. 

Best time to visit: If you want to see 
proteas in full bloom, go in South Africa’s 
winter - June, July and August. To see the 
fynbos at its best and the most plants in 
flower, go from the end of winter, spring or 
early summer (Aug-Nov) 

Powerscourt Gardens, Enniskerry, 
County Wicklow, Ireland (power- 
scourt.com) 

The gardens and grand Palladian villa 
at Powerscourt, south of Dublin, were de¬ 
signed in the 18th century and punctuate 47 
acres of formal walled gardens and shaded 
ponds. The grounds, waterfalls, parks, gar¬ 


den pavilions, and fine tree-lined arbors 
were suggested by the Italian Renaissance 
and the great estates and gardens of France 
and Germany. Cascading terraces and for¬ 
mal landscapes are planned with carefully 
designed walks that are framed by the gen¬ 
tle beauty of the Wicklow Mountains. 

Best time to visit: April to August 

Brooklyn Botanic Garden, New York 
(www.bbg.org) 

If you’re visiting the Big Apple in 2017, 
take time out from the hubbub of the city 
to explore this 52-acre garden, home to 
thousands of plants and trees, as well as a 


Japanese garden where river turtles swim 
alongside a Shinto shrine. Among the 
showstopping highlights are the blooming 
cherry trees, a gift from Japan, which are 
celebrated in Sakura Matsuri, the Cherry 
Blossom Festival. 

Best time to visit: April or May when the 
cherry blossom is at its peak 

Villa d’Este, Tivoli, Italy (www.vil- 
ladestetivoli .info) 

This hugely ornate and awe-inspiring 
Italian Renaissance garden is awash with 
theatrical fountains and magnificent stat¬ 
ues and is listed as one of Italy’s major 


historical/artistic sites. It all began when 
a Renaissance cardinal decided to turn a 
dilapidated Benedictine monastery into a 
beautiful villa, embellished with gardens 
awash with fountains, including the Fon¬ 
tana del Bicchierone, where water spills 
from a large shell-shaped basin, and The 
Avenue of the Hundred Fountains, which 
features animal heads, lilies, a small boat 
and basins which all spurt water. 

Best time to visit: In summer, when es¬ 
caping the heat from Rome, visitors should 
enjoy the cool combination of garden shade 
and cold running water 






























Bill could battle it out for UKIP at by-election 


WEST Midlands MEP Bill Etheridge 
has put himself forward as UKIP’s 
potential candidate for the upcoming 
Stoke-on-Trent Central by-election. 

The seat has become vacant after 
Labour’s Tristram Hunt stood down 
lto take over as director at the Victoria 
& Albert Museum in London. 

UKIP has vowed to go all out to win 


the seat after it polled 22.7 per cent of 
the vote in the 2015 general election. 

Mr Etheridge, who is also a Sedg- 
ley councillor on Dudley Council, 
said UKIP leader Paul Nuttall was 
‘strongly considering’ standing. 

But he added: “If Paul decides 
against it there are some people who 
are pretty high up in the party who 


think it should be me. I’ve put my 
name forward and we’ll just have to 
see what happens.” 

Mr Etheridge, who was sent by Mr 
Nuttall to the Potteries to launch 
the party’s campaign, says his party 
is in ‘pole position’ to take the seat. 
He added: “The people there voted in 
huge numbers to leave the EU.” 


Springboard events 
for elderly bounce 
back after closure 



Rail pastor church volunteers join officers at Stourbridge Junction 


ACTIVITY sessions for the elder¬ 
ly have bounced back to life fol¬ 
lowing funding cuts in Dudley. 

The closure of the popular Age UK 
Springboard Activity centre, left hun¬ 
dreds of elderly residents without a 
place to go at the end of last year. 

It was axed after funding was pulled by 
the Big Lottery and Dudley Council. 

Now former employee Sandy Jones has 
set up ‘Bounce Back to health & happiness’ 
- with her own money. 

Bounce Back opened its doors for the first 
time last week and saw dozens arrive to see 
what the new venture had to offer. 

A variety of activities, courses, trips and 
social events for people aged 50 and over in 
the Black Country will be on offer four days 
a week at the same prices as before - £2.50 
to £5 per session. 

It operates from St Paul’s, in Hawbush 
Road, Brierley Hill and Quarry Bank Com¬ 
munity Centre. 

Almost all of the activities, classes, staff, 
volunteers and the 700 members have 
moved over to Bounce Back. 

Alternative 

Sandy Jones, the new managing direc¬ 
tor, said: “Most of the people who attended 
the old centre are over the moon that we 
have been able to provide an alternative for 
them. 

“Our oldest person was a hundred years 
old in the summer and for some of them, 
we were the only personal contact they had 
all week. 

“I would have been willing to give up my 
redundancy pay to enable them to avoid 
loneliness and isolation.” 

As part of the new services there will be 
a ‘men’s morning’ where the men can play 
cards, dominoes, and have a chat. 

Bosses are also urging for anyone to come 
forward with ideas for alternative classes. 

Before its closure, Age UK Springboard 
looked after more than 700 people by hold¬ 
ing weekly activities including exercise 
classes and ballroom dancing. They had 
three staff and around 40 volunteers. 

Due to the funding cuts, it was an¬ 
nounced that the centre would not be able 
to continue after 13 years. 

More than 250 people attended a farewell 
party for the centre at the Copthorne Hotel 
in December. 

For further information on the ‘Bounce 
Back’ provision call 07491 312825 or email 
bounceback2017@hotmail.com for costs 
and details. 


A PROJECT to save lives on rail¬ 
ways in the West Midlands was 
launched on the same day dubbed 
by many as the most depressing day 
of the year. 

Blue Monday (January 16) is de¬ 
scribed as the unhappiest date on 
the calendar with people are left 
facing dark mornings, post-Christ- 
mas debts and a month of restraint 
after over-indulgence during the 
festive period. 

In 2016, officers in the West Mid¬ 
lands attended more than 460 men¬ 
tal health incidents, 21 suspected 
suicides and six people believed to 
have deliberately harmed them¬ 


selves on railways. They also made 
80 life-saving interventions. 

In a bid to help officers, rail pas¬ 
tors - an initiative from the Ascen¬ 
sion Trust made up of volunteers 
from local churches - now patrol 
platforms and trains on the line be¬ 
tween Stourbridge and Birmingham 
Snow Hill, looking out for distressed 
people. They are the fifth dedicated 
rail pastor team in the country, tak¬ 
ing the number of volunteers on the 
network to around 100. 

Inspector Dave Rams, from Brit¬ 
ish Transport Police in Birming¬ 
ham, said: “We look forward to 
working with the pastors.” 


Business links 
bring airline 
back to Brum 


AIRLINE bmi regional has 
returned to Birmingham for 
the first time in more than 
two years. 

It is launching flights to 
Nuremburg in Germany, 
Gothenburg in Sweden and 
Graz in Austria. 

One aircraft will be based 
at Birmingham with the 
Graz flights starting next 
month. Services to Nurem¬ 
burg and Gothernurg start 
in May. 

It comes after bmi re¬ 
gional pulled out of Bir¬ 
mingham in 2014 after 
briefly operating services 
to Lyon, Toulouse, Gothen¬ 
burg and Billund. 

Jochen Schnadt, chief 


commercial officer from 
bmi regional, said: “We are 
delighted to be introducing 
flights from Birmingham as 
part of our ongoing growth 
strategy to connect key busi¬ 
ness regions. The Midlands 
is a powerhouse for business 
and industry in the UK and 
arguably the real home of 
the Made in Britain label. 

“Having frequent con¬ 
nections to other European 
business centres is therefore 
critical for the region. Given 
this strong business affinity, 
we believe our new Graz, 
Nuremberg and Gothen¬ 
burg routes will prove very 
popular with business cus¬ 
tomers.” 


Thomas Dudley 
wins foundry 
safety award 


THE award-winning found¬ 
ry division of Thomas Dud¬ 
ley has scooped a Safety and 
Health Foundry Targets In¬ 
itiative award. 

The 2016 award was given 
to the Dudley-based group’s 
foundry division due to its 
staff working proactively 
as a team within time con¬ 
straints, identifying any 
issues and implementing a 
‘five step solution’ to obtain 
a record-breaking result 
within the electric furnace 
melting deck area. 

Dave Oddy, metal melt 
manager, said: “We’re ex¬ 
tremely pleased to see our 
hard work was successful. It 
was important to embrace 


our core values within the 
organisation, ‘Safety First’. 

“Working within this en¬ 
vironment our main prior¬ 
ity was on-site safety and 
housekeeping, given the na¬ 
ture of the electric melting 
process. 

“All obsolete and unused 
items were removed from 
the site, then we stored all 
equipment and consumables 
in close proximity to the fur¬ 
naces and the whole area re¬ 
ceived a thorough clean and 
fresh coat of paint.” 

Every team member at¬ 
tended workshops so that 
standards could be dili¬ 
gently maintained at the 
end of each shift. 



ASH WOOD NURSERIES 

NURSERY | TEA ROOM I GIFT SHOP GARDEN CENTRE 




During (he year of our 50* Anniversary, wv vriU be offering each j choien 
variety of plant at 50^> off the WP A different plant es/ery Saturday for 50 iveeAi. 
OihV 5C ff .ivjA iL'tr per vtccK} Mas 3plants per runs j.dcit' Gnu’ ivAVsc sioiks fas r. 




Winter in Bloom Special Events 
Hellebore Tours on 
Sat January & Sat 18 th February 
John's Garden Open Day Sat 11 * February 

For Ufltw wefafte 

All proceeds demted so cur c tariff oTftayeir 2DD 


WWW.ASHWOODNURSERIES.COM 

A^Jwjcd Lotvtff Lane. tiing>wifufd DYft CAE i 0138* 40199ft 
Wlnrpr OrenoQ Hrur; N\nrv rr. Sat PA.Tam - Sjvn A Vinrtayt Oaru - . i ^ f 
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For more stores please visit: 



We pay instant £’s for your unwanted, clean and wearable 
clothing, paired footwear, handbags and accessories! 



RUGELEY 

45 Albion Street, WS15 2BY (opposite Morrisons) 


SUTTON COLDFIELD 

Unit 24 Riland Ind. Est. Norris Way, B75 7BB (before the tip) 


BROWNHILLS 

1 Silver Court, WS8 6HA 


KIDDERMINSTER 

39 Mill Street, DY11 6XB (just off main lights) 


STAFFORD 

Unit 3 Verulum Court, ST16 3DT (next to the tip) 


BILSTON 

45 Bank Street, Wolverhampton, WV14 8PD 


OLDBURY 


HALESOWEN 


Unit 7a, Fountain Business Park (corner of Fountain Lane & Bromford Lane), Oldbury, B69 3BH 


Unit 5 Western Business Park, Coombs Road, Halesowen, B62 8AF 
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RYDAIi CLEANING 



OUR SERVICES 


cleaned, 


Driveways 


EST 31 YEARS 


RIMGIS] 


WE OFFER A UNIQUE SERVICE 


Gutters clears 

7*21 


— ^ 

i 






CA 

E 

\ A 


also includes all your I 
PVCu products will I 
be cleaned by U 
Rydale trained 
workers with special I 
chemical cleaners. " 
Additionally we will 
check and lubricate 
the working parts, 
allowing your PVCu 
products to remain 
looking and 
operating like new. 


Call Rydale Cleaning Services 
for your quote today 


Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS 

0800 917 6060 

www.rydalewindows.co.uk 

Open Weekdays 9am to 5.30pm Closed Saturday and Sunday 


STOP PAIN... 


We can help if you We can also help 


• Suffer with pains in neck, shoulder, • Infertile couples to get pregnant 

elbow, lower back & knee with a high success rate through 

• Suffer with pain or arthritis, acupuncture and herbs 



..With our spec 
in Acupuncture 
Acupressure, 
Cupping & Ear 
Candle 




AH typ ava j|able, 

^Tintooup 

CA^Jj/pnOIVI 


MflDISE FU1IURE 


Deals 

from 


Wardrobe Set £279 

Beds 

/ Double Bed - Any Colour from 
7 -Any Size £279 £199 


Unit 4, Fountain Business Park, 
Fountain Lane, Oldbury B69 3BH 

07400 600610 


www.thebigpetstore.co.uk 



1000’s of quality products 

for dogs, cats, small animals, birds, fish & more 



Concrete Products 
Massive Stock Fencing & Timber 
Sheds/Gates made to order 
Collection & Delivery Available 
Trade & Public welcome 


PRINGHILL, HOCKLEY 
BUILDING AND 
FENCING SUPPLIES 


□ 121 550 2095 


OPEN 7 DAYS it FREE PARKING 

FREE HARNESS & COAT FITTING SERVICE 

* 

FLEA TREATMENT & WORMING PRODUCTS 



Open 


Email najranfencing@gmail.com 
Website www.najranbuildingandfencing.co.uk 








RSifflO 

iihiioi: hum 


B FIND US ON FACEBOOK & TWITTER *| Rear of 64 High Street | West Bromwich | West Midlands, B70 6JT 


HEREWARD RISE • HALESOWEN • B62 8AN 


Phone : 0121-553-0666 




wthanaiWeptisepwihotos 

anneared on these two paps, 

Wke 

°o spend your money 


£ 


, Hewnrnchis screen wash 

Green Home & Garden? 

2 . who does lovely brooks in the 

Yorkshire Deles? 

3. who Is espeelollst in oenpnntnre? 

4 . Which advertiser’s ‘phone number 
ends in 3555? 

5 where is there a book saie/swap? 

& Who was awarded a 5 star award for 

hygiene by Dudley Council? 

7, Where can you rent a kitchen. 

8 . which advertiser has great £279 

deals? 

g who supplies and fits combi 
boilers from £850? 

,0.1 mere csnyen gets composite door 

fitted from £700? 



NEW SPECIALS 

.. • Whole and Half 

AlARDID***** • N<^«SausagfWraps, S 

We als ° cater for parties 


• Fish & Chips • Fried Chicken 

*' • Kebabs • Naan Bread 

• Pukka Pies 

V✓ • Jacket Spuds Dudley {ggg 

variety of fillings/salad 


Telephone orders welcome: 0121 421 1394 
9Woodbury Road, Hurst Green Shopping Ctr, 
Halesowen B62 9RH 


wednesbury kitchens 

Bathrooms & Bedrooms LTD 


Friendly advise 
from a family run 
business with 35 years 
experience. 

1/1/e offer a full range 
of services from free 
quote and design to 
installation central 
heating, building work, 
plastering and tiling 

Call or visit today. 

45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 7AQ 

0121 SOS 3334 

www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com 

Opening times: Monday-Friday: 9.30am-5.00pm 
Closed: Thursday & Sunday Saturday: 9.30am-2.00pm 





Vertical Venetian, 
Awnings and 
Roller Blinds 

• 12 Month Guarantee 

• All made to measure - 
Supply and Fit 

• Washable Blinds Available 

• Friendly, Personal Service 

• Full Range of Colours 


0121 421 1000 • 07956 416016 

153 CASTLE ROAD WEST OLDBURY B68 OEL 



Lowly Breaks in 

the Yorkshire Dales 

dfaafar ofCaMtp' 

COTTAGES 8 APARTMENTS 




































































































Happy Hew ‘Year to atf our travellers 


Stew©! i 7 


Coach inthnhre HotMte^s 





Local Pickup Point: Dudley, Stourbridge, Halesowen. 
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* Bespoke 
±A, requirements 

sir n aren ° 

m Problem 


• uPVC Back and Front Doors Fully Fitted • Windows 

• Conservatories • French Doors 

• Patio Doors 

• Extensions & Garage Coversions 


Composite Doors Fully 
Fitted from £700 



Also Available - SAV-. ' V? . 

Guardian Tiled Roof 


\2MiQig EMifliQ 

and all White Goods 

"Don’t go and m 

buy a new one, 

qez it repaired,./ 9 /0ltk Email: info@zazgas.co.uk 

5 J^jz i Plumbling 

www.zazgas.co.uk 


COMBI BOILER Supply and Fit 

^ iSu MlfTSTl 

|24hr Call Out! 

■07758 880150 ■ 


r \0' & 

{£& *S? 


77 OVEREND STREET, WEST BROMWICH, B70 6EY 
Ssu 0800 080 7076 / 0121 532 0784 «*=? 

TO TRADE 


^Etecami®© 

14 Hagley Road, Halesowen 

01384 413590 
07981 398758 



Suppor t Dementia 


"S&T'ALL BOILERS 


Come and )oin us for our Coffee 
Mor ningv r afelng money for 
Alzheimars and Qcrrcsnt.n 


THE BRUNSWICK®* 


AVAILABLE T 
IDEAL FOR INDIAN BRQ, CARVERIES ETC 



FREE FUNCTION ROOM AVAILABLE 


301 Crankhall Lane, Wednesbury, WS10 OQQ 

0121 502 4939 


^sminii 


All roofing work undertaken 
Local Authority approved 

Contact Mick Thornton 

Tel: 01384 390520 

www.sandwellroofing.co.uk 


VUUncsday 
2Mll- 2 HII 1 
JaiMiaiy 201: 



Roses 8 Ribbon's Florist 


«9 I ONE let crarg* &:•?, tateso**i 062 Otft 
0121 421 2111 


Hur^ 

HOME & GARDEN 



SupaTool 

Tool Box with Organiser L 
432mm 

fadaltcy VM& 


^eSaA 


99 Narrow Lane, Hurst Green, 
Halesowen B62 9PF 

Tel: 0121 422 5586 

www.hurstgreenhomeandgarden.co.uk 
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OOOQ 


with Express & Star 


Order from the comfort of your own home 

^ 0871 911 7011 

www.expressandstarshop.co.uk 


Relaxation And Comfort 


Only £219.99 plus £24.95 P&P 


Instantly add style and comfort to your home with our fantastic leather 
reclining massage chairs. It’s easy to find the perfect position to sit and 
relax in. 

At the pull of a lever, the chair will slide into the reclining position with 
the front foot rest rising up to support your legs and feet. There’s also a 
massage function targeting your back, lumbar and thighs with five modes 
and two intensity levels. 

The plush bonded leather-faced upholstery has a luxurious feel and is 
available in black, brown or cream. There are two holders for beverages, 
controllers or snacks. Measures W85 x D91 x HI04cm and reclines to 
W85 x D163 x H83cm. Maximum user weight: 120kg. 

Some self assembly required. Was £499.99 
D9256 Reclining Chair Black 
D9257 Reclining Chair Cream 
D9258 Reclining Chair Brown 
D9229 Leather Cleaner 500ml £5.99 
D9230 Leather Cream 300ml £5.99 

Please note that due to the weight of this product, delivery will take 
between 5 and 7 days and is charged at £24.95 
Due to courier limitations we are unable to deliver this product outside 
mainland UK, to Scottish Highlands, Isles or BFPO addresses. 



Swivel Top 
Tables 


Only £44.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


These practical side tables feature a swivel top that rotates 
through 180° to sit above your lap making it perfect for 
your laptop or snacks whilst watching TV. Once open 
the top reveals a storage compartment for stationery 
or the remote control. With three shelves for books 
or magazines, it’s hand crafted from wood with MDF 
sections. Choose light oak or mahogany. 

Some self-assembly required, instructions included. 
Measures L59.5 x W39.5 x H62cm. Weighs 7kg. 

Was £99.99 
D9627 Light Oak 
m D9628 Mahogany 




These handmade supersoft shaggy rugs boast a textured 
shaggy pile of 4cm deep. The fun and affordable collection 
comes in a range of fresh colours. Choose silver, stone, 
heather, teal and yellow with highlights of shiny yarn accents 
throughout. Use anywhere around your house. Weighs 1.8kg 
per square metre. Material -100% polyester. 

Available in four different sizes; 

60 x 120cm £23.99 Was £49.99 
100 x 150cm £47.99 Was £79.99 
120 x170cm £71.99 Was £129.99 
160 x230cm £127.99 Was £199.99 


Supersoft Shaggy Rugs 


From Only £23.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


Storage Cabinets 


Only £69.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


As stylish as it is versatile, you’ll be delighted with this storage cabinet. 
Great for keeping those everyday items to hand, with ample space 
for remote controls, magazines, books, newspapers, DVDs and CDs. 
Featuring two pull out drawers, a capacious cupboard and two side 
storage racks, it’s a great piece of occasional furniture for any home. 



Available in a light oak finish, it measures 41 wide x 35 deep x 47cm 
high. Easy home assembly. 

Was £99.99 


D6321 Storage Cabinet 


Order Hotline 0871 911 7011* 

8am-8pm, 7 days a week. *Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 

Quote 

69456 

Order online at 
expressandstarshop.co.uk 

Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk and in our retail store between 03rd October 2016 and 03rd January 2017. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 30 days. 

These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Group Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 


RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (69456), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 

Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)_ Initial_ Surname_ 

Address_ Postcode 


Email_ Tel. (for queries only)_ 

I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG-GR0UP LTD for £_Or please debit my card £_□ Mastercard EE Visa □ Maestro Issue No_ 

My card number is: 

i i i i irrmi i i i i m i u i i i 22 m/m 2?m/m sss rm 

"Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.” 


PLEASE SEND ME 

CODE(S) 

SIZES 

QTY 

PRICE 

TOTAL 

















































POSTAGE 

TOTAL 

£24.95/£4.95 


















































































Reckless 
night out > * 

Taylor and the boys 

are back - Page 25 . 



Glenn Hughes 

See Page 25 



NATIVE 


MONSTER 




For full listings see 


every Friday 


SHOULDER OF MUTTON ENTERTAINMENT 

65 Birmingham Road, Rowley Regis B65 OHS 

CVEDV 

*jSr 



Selection of Real Ales including: 

Bathams, Burton Bridge, 
Enville, Holdens, 

Wye Valley and many more! 


RIDAY 

SHOULDER OF MUTTON 

LOYALTY CARD 

NIGHT 


__ 

10p back for every £1.00 spent on your loyalty card 


'TIL LATE 


JOIN OUR NEW LOYALTY CARD SCHEME 

lOp back for every £1.00 spent 
Ask inside for more details 

Terms and conditions apply. Card for illustration purposes only. 


uary 19, 
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Listings for January 20-26 



Halesowen s 
Premier 
Wedding Venue 

• Events 

• Functions 

• Rooms 

• Catering 



Declan 

McKenna 



Wednesday, 7.30pm 
Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath 
Longlisted for the BBC’s Sound of 
2017, this Hertfordshire teenager is 
a tip for the top with his quirky pop. 
Check out recent single Isombard. 
Visit hareandhoundskingsheath. 
co.uk 


King 

Creosote 



Saturday, 7.30pm 
Town Hall, Birmingham 
Fife singer-songwriter Kenny Anderson 
(AKA King Creosote, above) brings his 
distinctive modern folk, complete with 
bagpipes, in the wake of latest album 
Astronaut Meets Appleman. 

Visit www.thsh.co.uk 


Primitive London 
feat Juice Aleem 


Wednesday, 8pm 

Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath 

Birmingham rapper Juice Aleem 
(pictured), formerly of hip-hop trio New 
Flesh, joins the Anglo-French imagi¬ 
nary soundtrack quartet. Support from 
electronic outfit Delta Autumn. Visit bit. 
ly/primitivelondonftjuicealeem 


Brendan Cole - 
All Night Long 


Thursday (Jan 26), 7.30pm 
Grand Theatre, Wolverhampton 
The Strictly Come Dancing profes¬ 
sional brings his latest choreographed 
spectacular out on tour with lots of 
dancers plus a band and singers on 
stage. 

Visit www.grandtheatre.co.uk 




The US rockers hope their fans will enjoy A Day To Remember at their concert in Birmingham 

This band will be a 
name to remember 



Energetic frontman Jeremy McKinnon 



McKinnon delivers emotional material in Bad Vibrations 


IF the musical genre metalcore 
is a mystery to you, then Flori¬ 
da’s A Day To Remember may be 
the biggest band you’ve never 
heard of. 

But this pop-punk outfit from Ocala 
have become massive Stateside since re¬ 
leasing their debut And Their Name Was 
Treason in 2005. 

They’ve sold more than a milli on units, 
racked up over 400 million Spotify streams 
and 500 million YouTube views, garnered 
two gold-selling albums and singles (and 
one silver album in the UK) and sold out 
entire continental tours (including their 
own curated Self Help Festival). They have 
amassed a global fanbase whose members 
number in the millions. 

All of which explains why Rolling Stone 
called them “An Artist You Need To 
Know.” 

On Wednesday they play the Barclay card 
Arena in Birmingham with support from 
fellow Florida rockers New Found Glory, 
Wrexham pop-punkers Neck Deep and 
Kent emo outfit Moose Blood. 


For new album Bad Vibrations, the 
quintet of vocalist Jeremy McKinnon, gui¬ 
tarists Kevin Skaff and Neil Westfall, bass¬ 
ist Joshua Woodard and drummer Alex 
Shelnutt switched gears and headed for 
uncharted territory. Their path included 
a loose and much more collaborative song¬ 
writing process, one that also saw them 
recording for the first time with produc¬ 
ers Bill Stevenson (Descendents, Black 
Flag) and Jason Livermore (Rise Against, 
NOFX). 

Although the album is being released on 
the band’s own ADTR Records (like 2013’s 
Common Courtesy), this record marks 
their first distribution deal with Epitaph 
and is the first time they’ve worked with 
Grammy winner Andy Wallace (Foo Fight¬ 
ers, Slayer). 

“We completely changed the way we 
wrote, recorded and mixed this album,” 
says vocalist McKinnon. “It was one of the 
most unique recording experiences we’ve 
ever had. 

“We rented a cabin in the Colorado 
mountains and just wrote with the five of 
us together in a room, which was the polar 


opposite of the last three albums we’ve 
made. We just let things happen organi¬ 
cally and in the moment. 

“I think it forever changed the way we 
make music. And working with Bill was an 
awesome experience. He was a bit hard to 
read at first, so I think we subconsciously 
pushed ourselves harder to try to im¬ 
press him. As a result, we gave this album 
everything we had.” 

Kinetic 

Recorded at Stevenson’s Fort Col¬ 
lins-based Blasting Room Studios, Bad Vi¬ 
brations channels the kinetic energy that 
found A Day To Remember named “The 
Best Live Band Of 2015” by Alternative 
Press. 

The band decided to forgo digitally 
driven production and focus on live record¬ 
ing. “These days it seems like a lot of heavy 
sounding music is heading more and more 
in a digital direction,” says McKinnon. 
“That’s not necessarily a bad thing but we 
wanted to go the opposite way and make 
something that’s aggressive but has more 
of a natural flow and feel to it.” 


Ultimately, McKinnon says that this 
particular album-making process breathed 
new life into the band. He adds: “Breaking 
out of our comfort zone and working in a 
less controlled way, we ended up making 
something that feels good to everyone, and 
we can’t wait to go out and tour on it.” 

By powering Bad Vibrations with so 
much raw passion, A Day To Remember 
ultimately deliver some of their most emo¬ 
tionally intense material to date. 

“I’m singing about the things that are 
frustrating me,” says Mckinnon. “But 
at some point there’s an arc within the 
song. It’s almost like I’m giving advice to 
another person about whatever I’m strug¬ 
gling with, but I think I’m really just trying 
to give that advice to myself.” 

The band tackles duplicity and deception 
(on the frenzied ‘Same About You’), the de¬ 
structive nature of judgmental behaviour 
(on ‘Justified’, a track shot through with 
soaring harmonies and sprawling guitar 
work), addiction (on the darkly charged 
‘Reassemble’), and friendship poisoned by 
unchecked ego (on ‘Bullfight,’ a track with 
a classic-punk chorus). 


Check out listings in the ticket in Friday’s Express & Star 
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The Pretty Reckless return 
with album number three 



New York rock band The Pretty Reckless, fronted by Taylor Momsen, are back with recent album Who You Selling For and a Birmingham gig 


AMERICAN rock band The Pretty Reckless, 
fronted by former Gossip Girl actress Taylor 
Momsen, are in concert in Birmingham to¬ 
morrow night (Friday), following the release of 
third studio album Who You Selling For. 

Released in October, that album was the fol¬ 
low-up to Going to Hell, which included one of 
the biggest rock songs of 2014, Heaven Knows. 

The latest album features songs with bluesy 
undertones, written by singer-guitarist Mom¬ 
sen and lead guitarist Ben Phillips, and is pro¬ 


duced by the band’s longtime collaborator Kato 
Khandwala, who has also worked with Blondie, 
Paramore and My Chemical Romance. 

Formed in 2009, The Pretty Reckless released 
their debut album Light Me Up in 2010 scoring 
legions of fans worldwide, but it was their sec¬ 
ond album Going to Hell that really established 
the band, and Momsen as a creditable rock 
singer as well as actress and model. 

Despite feeling the physical and emotional 
demands from their epic two-year tour support¬ 


ing Going to Hell, Momsen and Phillips jumped 
right into writing the songs for the new album. 

“We had so much we wanted to say, it was like 
shaking a can of soda on tour and then when 
we started writing we cracked the seal,” says 
Momsen. “The touring life is very isolating. You 
look at the world through a bus or airplane win¬ 
dow. But music is the healing factor. It saved 
us - again.” 

The Pretty Reckless are at Birmingham’s 02 
Institute, Digbeth, doors open 6.30pm. 



Voice of rock 
at the Robin 

CANNOCK rock star Glenn Hughes has spoken of his 
excitement at coming back to the UK this month for a 
tour. 

The legendary singer and bassist, who is currently in the studio in 
LA recording a new studio album with rock supergroup Black Country 
Communion, has released an official statement to his fans about touring 
the UK this month. 

He cancelled a similar tour which was set to take place last November 
just weeks before it started after a fall-out with support band Living 
Colour, who removed themselves from the bill at short notice. 

Hughes will return to the Black Country on Monday night for a show 
at Bilston’s Robin 2. 

The California-based rocker said: “I’m thrilled to be coming over to 
tour the UK and Europe this month and February. 

“My band will now be a four piece. On guitar is Spren Andersen, on 
drums Pontus Engborg, and on keyboards Jay Boe. Song selections will 
be a mix from my new album Resonate, and from my well of historic 
songs through the decades. 

“This tour is ah about rock and what it means to us ah, including 
my band, and to my fans and friends. Let’s get 2017 going with a killer 
night for rock lovers, movers and shakers. See you down the front.” 

Previously Hughes has fronted Deep Purple, Trapeze and more re¬ 
cently supergroup Black Country Communion. He was also the voice of 
The KLF’s hit What Time Is Love? 

Hughes will be supported by Walsall band Stone Broken. Tickets cost 
£22.50 in advance or £24.50 on the door. Contact 01902 401 211 or visit 
www.therobin.co.uk 


Stray are celebrating 50 
years together with gig 

ROCK four-piece Stray are celebrating 50 
years together with a gig at the Robin 2 in 
Bilston on Sunday. 

Four school friends formed the group in 
London in 1966, releasing their first album 
in 1970 and have been performing ever 
since. Still led by guitarist Del Bromham, 
the band play a melodic mix of hard rock 
and heavy blues. 

The Superskas play the venue tomor¬ 
row (Friday), there is a charity gig by 
The Busby Babes on Saturday and Glenn 
Hughes plays on Monday (see above). On 
Tuesday there is blues from Lil’ Jimmy 
Reed, and more blues from Eric Sardinas 
on Wednesday, and then its jump ‘n’ jive 
1940s and ‘50s R&B from King Pleasure & 
The Biscuit Boys, supported by Ricky Cool 
and The In Crowd, at the Mount Pleasant 
venue on Thursday. 


Tributes taking over 
with feast of nostalgia 

THE New Alexandra Theatre in Birming¬ 
ham is preparing for soundalikes next 
weekend when it holds three consecutive 
tribute concerts, starting on Thursday 
with The Bowie Experience. 

The two-hour concert celebrates the 
music of David Bowie, who would have 
been 70 last week if not for his death a 
year ago. The band is fronted by Laurence 
Knight in costume in several Bowie guises. 

On January 27 Someone Like You fea¬ 
tures the Adele songbook, performed in 
concert by Kate Markham. The Carpenters 
Story on January 28 features Claire Fur- 
ley as Karen Carpenter, the velvet-voiced 
1970s singer who performed in The Car¬ 
penters with her brother Richard. 

Also on Saturday, January 28, the Robin 
2 in Bilston presents the ultimate 70s night 
out with Bootleg Abba and Bee Gees Fever. 


Orchestra play score 
alongside Blood epic 

THE 50-piece London Contemporary 
Orchestra will be performing the score 
by Jonny Greenwood for Oscar-winning 
movie There Will Be Blood live alongside 
a screening of the epic at Symphony Hah, 
Birmingham, on Sunday, February 5. 

The soundtrack, by the Oxford-born 
guitarist and keyboardist from acclaimed 
experimental rock band Radiohead, 
added to the success of director Paul 
Thomas Anderson’s drama set during the 
California oil boom of the early 1900s. 

Described as a ‘masterpiece’ by some 
critics, the him won Academy Awards for 
actor Daniel Day-Lewis and cinematogra¬ 
pher Robert Elswitt. 

Tickets cost from £28 to £48 for the 
7pm performance. See www.thsh.co.uk 
or call 0121 780 4949. 




• Coach travel with 
reserved seating 
throughout 

• One night dinner, bed 
& breakfast at our select hotel 

• A visit to York 

• 70 minute journey on the Worth Valley Railway 
onboard The Flying Scotsman 


2 DAY BREAKS IN BRITAIN 

Sat 28 Jan Beamish & Whitby . 

Sat 28 Jan Buxton Market & Southport. 

Sat 28 Jan Durham & Whitby Luxury. 

Sat 4 Feb Chesterfield Market 8< York. 

Sat 4 Feb Llandudno, Chester & Conwy Valley. 

Sat 4 Feb Torquay & Exeter.. 

Sat 4 Feb Emmerdale Studio Experience. 

Sat 11 Feb Beautiful Windermere & Skipton Market... 

Sat 11 Feb Canterbury & Riverside London... 

Sat 11 Feb Eastbourne & Brighton. 

Sat 11 Feb Norwich, Yarmouth & The Broads. 

Sat 11 Feb Tower of London & Canterbury. 

Sat 18 Feb Torquay & Bath. 

Sat 18 Feb Emmerdale Studio Experience. 


Explore Europe Explore the best of Europe 


e 

4/5/7/14 DAY EUROPEAN BREAKS 

Fri 27 Jan 4 Disneyland Spectacular at The Kyriad ib&bi£279 
Sun 5 Feb 7 Rome and Taste of Italy 12 evening meals) .. £289 
Mon 6 Feb 4 Disneyland Spectacular at The B&B Hotel ib&bi £269 

Mon 6 Feb 4 Ostend Special Breakaway. £119 

Mon 6 Feb 5 Three Counties Inclusive Special. £149 

Fri 10 Feb 4 Disneyland Spectacular at Dream Castle ib&bi £339 
Fri 10 Feb 7 Lemon Festival 8< Italian Riviera Inclusive.. £339 

Fri 10 Feb 4 Paris Weekend Superdeal ib&bi .£149 

Fri 10 Feb 7 Venice Carnival Spectacular 12 evening meals).. £299 

Mon 13 Feb 5 Amsterdam, Cologne 8< Valkenburg. £239 

Sun 19 Feb 7 Lake Garda & Venice All-Inclusive. £339 

Sun 19 Feb 14 Spring Sunshine on the Costa Brava Coast. £499 
Mon 20 Feb 4 Disneyland Paris at the Magic Circus ib&bi £349 
Mon 20 Feb 5 Ostend All Inclusive.... £229 



Fri 10 February 

£269 

Fri 24 February 

£279 

Children (all dates) 

| £99 | 


• Coach travel with reserved* 
seating throughout 

• Three nights dinner, bed 8< continental 
breakfast at the B&B Hotel. 

• Two days admission to Disneyland Park 8c 
Walt Disney Studios Park 

• Free shuttle bus to and from the Disney parks 



| Sat 1 July 


• Coach travel with 
reserved seating 

• One night dinner, bed 8< 
breakfast at our select hotel 

• Visit to York 

• Admission to Good Mourning Mrs Brown at 
First Direct Arena, Leeds. Age 16+ 


With inclusive admission to top shows & acts in 2017! 


2 DAY SHOWTIME BREAKS 

Fri 3 Feb Motown's Greatest Hits - Live in Manchester... £89 
Sat 4 Feb London & Star Wars Identities at the 02 ib&bi .... £99 

Sat 4 Feb Showaddywaddy - Live in Manchester.£99 

Sat 4 Feb Stand By Me - The Ben E King Revue... £99 
Sat 4 Feb Strictly Come Dancing - The Live Tour! .£119 

Sat 11 Jan The Story of The Bee Gees.£89 

Wed 15 Feb Ben & Holly's Little Kingdom & Blackpool Funtime... £79 

Sat 18 Feb Blood Brothers 8< Liverpool Special.£99 

Sat 18 Feb Motown The Musical - London Showtime ib&bi ... £139 
Sat 18 Feb School of Rock - London Showtime ib&bi... £139 

Fri 24 Feb Paul Carrack - Live in Concert ib&bi.£99 

Sat 25 Feb Cirque Du Soleil - Spectacular!.£139 

Sat 25 Feb Les Miserables - London Showtime ib&bi . £149 
Sat 25 Feb Phantom of The Opera - London Showtime ib&bi ... £139 
Sat 25 Feb Sister Act 8c Historic York.£99 


sensational Special Events. 


2 DAY SPECIAL EVENTS BREAKS 

Sat 4 Feb Liverpool 8c Hobbycraft - Live. £69 

Sat 25 Feb Leeds and York Jorvik Viking Festival. £79 

Sat 25 Feb London Spectacular & The Classic Car Show.. .£119 
Sat 18 Mar Ramsbottom Chocolate Festival & The Lakes.... £79 

Sat 25 Mar Manchester Bike Show 8c Liverpool. £89 

Sat 1 Apr Victoria at Harewood House. £89 

Sat 15 Apr London & The Tall Ships Regatta Easter Special ..£119 

Sat 22 Apr Cotswolds Wartime 1940's Special. £89 

Sat 22 Apr Skipton Market 8c Harrogate Flower Show.. £99 

Tue 25 Apr Gino's Italian Escape - Live!... £99 

Sat 6 May The London Motor Show ib&bi. £99 

Sat 13 May Abingdon Airshow 8c Historic Bath. £99 

Sat 13 May Hobbycrafts, Stitch 8c Sew - Live!. £79 

Sat 10 Jun Ideal Home Show 8c Liverpool... £79 

Sat 24 Jun Harlow Carr Flower Show.. £99 


Double Bill Tribute 


Fri 24 February 

£99 1 

Fri 17 March 

£99 | 


U 


ELTON JOHN/ROD STEWART 
AMY WINEHOUSE/ADELE 


• Coach travel with reserved seating 

• Two nights dinner, bed 8c breakfast at the 
Seascape Hotel, Torquay 

• Two quality tibute acts, one each evening 

• '2 for T drinks at the bar for three hours each 
evening 

• Visit to Clevedon Pier and Gloucester Historic 
Docks 


^family Great breaks for all the family! 



Sat 18 March 

1 £99 

Sat 22 July 

£119 

Sat 15 April 

£119 

Sat 5 Auqust 

£119 

Sat 27 May 

£119 

Sat 19 Auqust 

£119 

Sat 24 June 

£119 

Sat 23 September 

£99 


1 


Coach travel with reserved 
seating 

One night bed 8c breakfast 
at our select hotel 
Included admission to 
LEGOLAND® on both days. 



2 DAY FAMILY FUN BREAKS 

Sat 28 Jan Harry Potter Studio Tour. £119 

Thu 1 6 Feb Harry Potter Studio Tour. £119 

Sat 18 Feb Legoland Discovery & Blackpool funtime ....£79 
Sat 18 Feb Polar Bears, Penguins 8c Kingdom of Ice. ..£99 

Sat 18 Feb Harry Potter Studio Tour. £119 

Sat 25 Mar Harry Potter Studio Tour. £119 

Thu 6 Apr Harry Potter Studio Tour. £119 

Sat 15 Apr Polar Bears, Penguins & Kingdom of Ice. £99 

Sat 22 Apr Longleat Safari Park, Jungle Cruise & Windsor. £99 
Sat 29 Apr Legoland Discovery 8c Blackpool Funtime... £89 
Sat 20 May Polar Bears, Penguins 8c Kingdom of Ice. ..£89 
Sat 27 May Longleat Safari Park, Jungle Cruise & Windsor.. £99 

Sat 3 Jun Legoland Discovery & Blackpool Funtime. £89 

Sat 17 Jun Polar Bears, Penguins 8c Kingdom of Ice ....£99 
Sat 24 Jun Longleat Safari Park, Jungle Cruise & Windsor... £99 


To book go to 

mm nationalholidays.com 

formerly Travelstyle 





A NATIONAL 
W HOLIDAYS 
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CHOICE 



Jennifer Hudson 


The Voice UK 
(ITV, 8pm) 

The competition forges ahead 
as the third round of blind 
auditions arrives. Coaches 
Will.i.am, Tom Jones, Jennifer 
Hudson and Gavin Rossdale 
have already started to fill 
spaces on their teams, and with 
their initial acts now decided, 
chances are that the coaches 
will now start to clash over 
claiming the most exceptional 
singers to fill their rosters. When 
this happens, the competition 
turns on its head, with the 
coaches now competing against 
each other to explain why they 
would be the perfect mentor for 
the budding music stars. Emma 
Willis is on hosting duties, and 
goes backstage with the 
contestants' families. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 The Best Dishes Ever. (R) 
12.00 Football Focus. 1.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 1.15 Live Snooker: The 
Masters. The opening semi-final. 4.30 
Final Score. 5.10 BBC News. 5.20 
Regional Programme. 5.30 Who Dares 
Wins. 

6.10 Pointless Celebrities. TV experts 
Kieran Long, Piers Taylor, Martin 
Roberts, Amanda Lamb, Vicki 
Butler-Henderson, Tiff Needell, 
John Hammond and Laura Tobin 
compete in the unorthodox quiz 
show. 

7.00 Let It Shine. The nationwide talent 
hunt continues, as Mel Giedroyc 
and Graham Norton host a third 
round of auditions in Manchester. 
More hopeful stars take part in 
solo auditions in front of judges 
Gary Barlow, Dannii Minogue, 
Martin Kemp and Amber Riley, 
who are each afforded a/ chance to 
rate each act out of five stars. As 
ever, the boys taking to the stage 
must achieve 15 stars or more to 
remain in the running to claim a 
place in Let It Shine’s five-strong 
headline act. 

8.25 Casualty, lain faces an unexpected 
reunion with his estranged 
younger sister Gem, a young 
offender whose supervisor is 
admitted to the ED after she is 
struck over the head with a wok. 

9.15 Taboo. James Delaney finds 
himself alone with the mysterious 
Dr Dumbarton, and ends up 
discovering he has an unlikely ally. 
However, with enemies lurking in 
every corner of London society, 
James realises Dumbarton’s 
friendship will be but the first in a 
series of perilous affiliations he 
will need to make if he is to 
complete his mission - or avoid 
meeting an untimely fate. As he 
works to prevent further attempts 
on his life, James realises the only 
way to slip the gaze of his enemies 
is to give them a more pliable 
target to destroy in his place. 
Drama, starring Tom Hardy. 

10.10 BBC News; Weather; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights. 

11.55 The NFL Show. Mark Chapman 
looks ahead to the Conference 
Championship games. 

12.25 Film: Paycheck. (2003) 2.20 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 2.25 BBC 
News. 


BBC2 

6.30 Film: Mary of Scotland. (1936) 

John Ford’s historical drama chronicling 
the turbulent reign of Mary, Queen of 
Scots, and her power struggle with 
Queen Elizabeth I. Katharine Hepburn 
stars. 8.30 Film: I Know Where I’m 
Going! (1945) A woman sets out to 
marry for money but falls for a dashing 
but penniless naval officer instead. 

Powell and Pressburger’s romantic 
drama, starring Wendy Hiller and Roger 
Livesey. 10.00 Secret Britain. (R) 11.00 
Homes Under the Hammer. (R) 12.00 
Exploring China: A Culinary Adventure. 
(R) 1.00 Debbie Reynolds: Talking 
Pictures. 1.30 Film: Bundle of Joy. 
(1956) Musical comedy, starring Debbie 
Reynolds as a salesgirl who finds an 
abandoned baby which everyone 
assumes is hers. With Eddie Fisher. 3.05 
Tennis: Australian Open Highlights. 4.30 
Live Snooker: The Masters. Hazel Irvine 
presents concluding coverage of the 
opening semi-final, played over the best 
of 11 frames on day six at Alexandra 
Palace in London. 5.30 Only Connect. 

(R) 

6.00 Thailand: Earth’s Tropical 
Paradise. The mountains and 
forests of Northern Thailand, an 
area that is home to a variety of 
wildlife, leading to unusual 
partnerships developing between 
animals and people. Last in the 
series. (R) 

7.00 Live Snooker: The Masters. Hazel 
Irvine presents coverage of the 
second semi-final, played over the 
best of 11 frames on day six at 
Alexandra Palace in London. 
Despite being an invitational event, 
this tournament is considered one 
of the more prestigious on the 
snooker calendar, and with the 
winner set to claim a cheque for 
£200,000, both of the players in 
this contest will be eager to 
progress to tomorrow’s final. With 
commentary and analysis by Steve 
Davis, Ken Doherty, Stephen 
Hendry, John Parrott, Dennis 
Taylor and John Virgo. 

10.30 Film: Looper. (2012) A hitman 
employed to kill people who have 
been sent back in time finds his 
latest target is his future self. Sci-fi 
thriller, with Joseph Gordon-Levitt 
and Bruce Willis. 

12.20 Snooker: The Masters - Extra. 
Hazel Irvine presents extended highlights 
of the opening semi-final in this year’s 
tournament, played over the best of 11 
frames on day six at Alexandra Palace in 
London. 2.20 This Is BBC Two. Preview 
of upcoming programmes. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. (R) 6.25 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.45 Sooty. (R) 6.55 
Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 7.00 
Super 4. (R) 7.15 Oddbods. (R) 7.20 
Oddbods. (R) 7.30 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: Mr Bean: 
The Animated Series. (R) 7.55 
Scrambled!: Horrid Henry. (R) 8.10 
Scrambled!: The Powerpuff Girls. 

(R) 8.30 Scrambled!: Bear Grylls 
Survival School. 9.05 Scrambled!: 
Adventure Time. (R) 9.25 ITV News. 

9.30 Rebound. (R) 10.25 Guess This 
House. (R) 11.25 Judge Rinder. (R) 

12.30 ITV News; Weather. 12.35 River 
Monsters. (R) 1.05 Big Star’s Little Star. 
(R) 2.05 Tipping Point. (R) 3.05 The 
Chase. (R) 4.05 Dance Dance Dance. (R) 
5.35 Regional Programme. 5.45 ITV 
News; Weather. 

6.00 You’ve Been Framed! and 
Fearless. Harry Hill showcases 
hilarious white-knuckle hijinks 
from the show's archive, all of 
which reveal that danger could 
lurk in even the most unlikely of 
places. 

7.00 Ninja Warrior UK. Competitors 
from across the nation test their 
strength, speed and courage in 
this obstacle-course challenge, 
hosted by Ben Shephard, Rochelle 
Humes and Chris Kamara. Those 
who make it to the end of the 
adrenaline-fuelled mission face 
one final task - scaling the heights 
of a tower named Mount 
Midoriyama - as they battle it out 
for the title of Ninja Warrior UK. 
8.00 The Voice UK. Emma Willis 
presents the third round of blind 
auditions, with coaches Will.i.am, 
Tom Jones, Jennifer Hudson and 
Gavin Rossdale aiming to bolster 
their teams further. 

9.30 Through the Keyhole. Marvin 
Humes, Kate Garraway and Jimmy 
Carr are challenged to discover the 
identities of three more mystery 
celebrities, using only clues found 
in their homes. Hosted by Keith 
Lemon. 

10.30 ITV News; Weather. 

10.45 Film: I Am Legend. (2007) A 
Manhattan-based scientist tries to 
find a cure for a viral plague that 
has turned all other humans into 
vampire-like creatures. Sci-fi 
thriller, with Will Smith. 

12.30 Jackpot247. 3.00 Who’s Doing the 
Dishes? (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.20 The King of Queens. (R) 6.45 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.10 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.35 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 The Big Bang Theory. 

(R) 9.55 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 10.20 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 10.50 The 
Simpsons. (R) 11.20 The Simpsons. (R) 
11.50 Jamie and Jimmy’s Friday Night 
Feast. (R) 12.55 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

I. 25 Come Dine with Me. (R) 1.55 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 2.30 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 3.00 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

3.30 A Place in the Sun: Summer Sun. 
(R) 4.15 Location, Location, Location. 

(R) 5.20 Grand Designs. (R) 

6.15 Channel 4 News. 

6.40 Film: Snow White & the 
Huntsman. (2012) An evil queen 
learns that her reign will last for 
ever if she kills a princess, so 
sends a renowned warrior to find 
and murder her. However, he 
comes to realise his mistress’s evil 
ways, and instead trains his 
intended victim to fight so they can 
bring the tyrant’s rule to an end. 
Fantasy adventure, with Kristen 
Stewart, Chris Hemsworth and 
Charlize Theron. 

9.00 Film: The Other Woman. (2014) 
Premiere. A woman is devastated 
to learn her boyfriend is actually 
married, but when she meets his 
wife, they quickly become friends. 
When they discover he has a third 
secret lover, they decide to join 
forces and teach him a lesson. 
Comedy, starring Cameron Diaz, 
Leslie Mann, Kate Upton and 
Nikolaj Coster-Waldau. 

II. IOFilm: The Watch. (2012) A 

supermarket manager forms a 
neighbourhood watch group to 
patrol his community, but 
stumbles on an alien invasion. Sci- 
fi comedy, starring Ben Stiller and 
Vince Vaughn. 

1.00 Hollyoaks. Omnibus. Esther still 
cannot remember anything from the 
shooting, and Lisa and Mac are left 
feeling guilty about having sex in the 
cellar while Nathan was being attacked. 

3.10 The Secret Life of 6 Year Olds. The 
documentary moves on to a new, older 
group. (R) 4.00 Shipping Wars UK. 
Shahbaz runs into trouble in France 
when his van makes a strange noise. (R) 

4.40 Kirstie’s Fill Your House for Free. 
Transforming a living room, hall and 
bedroom. (R) 4.55 Location, Location, 
Location. An update on a property hunt 
in Aberdeen. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 8.00 Big Bash Cricket. 

11.35 Film: Escape to Victory. (1981) 

I. 50 Police Interceptors: Takedown. (R) 

2.20 The Yorkshire Vet. (R) 3.20 The 

Yorkshire Vet. (R) 4.15 The Yorkshire 

Vet. (R) 5.15 The Yorkshire Vet. (R) 

6.15 NCIS: Los Angeles. The team 

uncovers an alliance between al- 
Qaeda and a Mexican drug cartel 
when a shoot-out at a pawn shop 
is investigated. 

7.05 NCIS: Los Angeles. Hetty enlists 
the help of a former colleague 
when an ex-Navy intelligence 
officer is murdered, but things go 
awry when her old friend threatens 
to kill her. The team races to save 
Hetty and expose her one-time 
workmate as having lied to the 
victim in order to make money 
from a seemingly charitable 
venture. 

8.00 NCIS. A US Marine is found 

murdered in Quantico, mere hours 
after calling Gibbs to discuss a 
possible case. In response, Bishop 
and McGee go undercover as a 
married couple to run surveillance 
on a lieutenant and his wife, who 
may be connected to the death. 
Starring Mark Harmon and 
Michael Weatherly. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 
George Riley and Lynsey Hipgrave 
introduce action from the latest 
fixtures, which included Queens 
Park Rangers v Fulham at Loftus 
Road, Derby County v Reading at 
Pride Park, and Barnsley v Leeds 
United at Oakwell. 

10.00 Football on 5: Goal Rush. George 
Riley and Lynsey Hipgrave 
introduce all the goals from the 
latest matches in Leagues One and 
Two, including Southend United v 
Bolton Wanderers, and Blackpool 
v Yeovil Town. 

10.30 Celebrity Big Brother. The ups 

and downs of life in the BB house 
as friendships and alliances are 
made, battle lines are drawn and 
arguments erupt. 

II. 35 Lip Sync Battle UK: Katie Price vs 

Ben Fogle. Melanie Brown and 
Professor Green present as reality 
star and author Katie Price and 
presenter and adventurer Ben 
Fogle go head to head lip-synching 
to hit songs. (R) 

12.05 SuperCasino. 3.10 Celebrity Big 

Brother. (R) 4.00 Celebrity Botched Up 

Bodies. (R) 4.50 Divine Designs. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Four 

7.00 Patagonia with Huw Edwards 8.00 
Treasures of the Indus 9.00 Lost 
Kingdoms of Central America 10.00 The 
Young Montalbano 11.40 Top of the Pops 
12.55 Imagine-Sir Roderick Stewart: 
Can’t Stop Me Now 2.20 Rod Stewart 
Live at Hyde Park 3.20 Sounds of the 70s 

3.50 Close 
ITV2 

11.15 Ninja Warrior UK 12.20 Film: 
Horrid Henry: The Movie (2011) 1.20 FYI 
Daily 1.25 Film: Horrid Henry: The Movie 
(2011) 2.10 Film: Space Jam (1996) 

3.10 FYI Daily 3.15 Film: Space Jam 
(1996) 3.55 Film: Hotel Transylvania 
(2012) 4.55 FYI Daily 5.00 Film: Hotel 
Transylvania (2012) 5.45 Film: The 
Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey (2012) 
6.45 FYI Daily 6.50 Film: The Hobbit: An 
Unexpected Journey (2012) 9.00 Film: 
Hellboy II: The Golden Army (2008) 

10.00 FYI Daily 10.05 Film: Hellboy II: 
The Golden Army (2008) 11.20 Family 
Guy 12.50 American Dad! 1.45 Dads 

2.10 Safeword 2.45 Rixton: The Hot 
Desk2.55 Teleshopping 

ITV3 

2.50 Wycliffe 4.00 Agatha Christie’s 
Marple 6.00 Midsomer Murders 8.00 
Doc Martin 9.00 Midsomer Murders 
11.00 Lewis 1.00 Blue Murder 2.00 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 

ITV4 

11.00 Pawn Stars 11.30 Film: Police 
Academy 4: Citizens on Patrol (1987) 
12.30 FYI Daily 12.35 Film: Police 
Academy 4: Citizens on Patrol (1987) 

1.20 Barcelona’s European Glory 1.30 
ITV Racing Live from Ascot. Coverage of 
today’s race meetings. 4.00 Film: The 
Dam Busters (1954) 5.00 FYI Daily 5.05 
Film: The Dam Busters (1954) 6.35 
Pawn Stars 7.00 The Boxing Mavericks 
8.00 Big Fight Live. Robbie Davies v 
Willie Limond. 11.00 Film: Jaws (1975) 
12.05 FYI Daily 12.10 Film: Jaws (1975) 

I. 40 Hell on Wheels 2.35 World Cup Top 
Goalscorers 2.45 ITV4 Nightscreen 

E4 

3.00 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 4.00 Film: The 
Addams Family (1991) 6.00 The Big 
Bang Theory 9.00 Film: Terminator 
Salvation (2009) 11.10 Gogglebox 1.10 
Rude Tube: Rude Zoo 2.10 Rude Tube: 
Extreme Rides 3.05 Chewing Gum 
Film4 

II. 00 The Day the Earth Stood Still 
(1951) 1.00 Flight of the Navigator 

(1986) 2.45 The Lost World (1960) 4.40 
One Fine Day (1996) 6.50 The Time 
Traveler’s Wife (2009) 9.00 Lone 
Survivor (2013) 



The Perfect Place For 
Your Holiday Home 

5^ Park with luxury indoor 

Pool & Spa, Country 

Pub & Restaurant, Gym & Fishing. 


i 

GWERNYDD HALL 


HOLIDAY PARK 



NEW CARAVANS 
FROM £29,995 

NEW LODGES 
FROM £129,995 

QUOTE GWH1 
WHEN CALLING 


On-Park Facilities 

• Country Pub with open fire 

• Air Conditioned Gym 

• Crazy Golf 

• Outdoor & indoor 
children’s play areas 

• Restaurant 


Coffee Shop 
Indoor Heated Pool 
Spa with Jacuzzi, Sauna 
& Steam 
Fishing Pools 
Cinema 

Children’s Play Area 


WjjfjL Call 01686 227644 


High Street, Blackheath 

f u ' Tel: 0121 561 5599 

i MON-THURS : 12.00-2.30PM, 6-8PM | FRI-SAT 12.00-2.30PM 

m Find us at www.theknightsquest.co.uk 

e serve until lam on Sundays, Midnight Monday-Wednesday, lam Thursday, 2am Friday & Saturday DOORS CLOSE 11.00 pm Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun 


Visit our new website 

www.gwernyddhall.co.uk 

New Mills, Nr Newtown SY16 3NW 

*Price dependant on availability of stock at time of enquiry. 


Holiday Homes 
Now Available 
From 

£ 16 , 995 * 
































thefastticket 


SUNDAY’S TV JANUARY 22 27 


CHOICE 



Claire Danes 


Homeland 
(Channel 4,9pm) 

New series. The espionage 
drama returns, picking up 
events several months after the 
climax of season five, which 
saw a terrorist attack in Berlin 
being thwarted, and follows the 
characters through the 
handover process following a 
presidential election. Carrie 
returns to the US with Franny to 
work with a foundation that 
provides aid to the Muslim 
community. Darand Saul brief 
the newly elected President as 
the process of transferring 
power gets underway, while 
Quinn struggles to adapt to his 
new circumstances. Claire 
Danes, Elizabeth Marvel, 

Rupert Friend and F Murray 
Abraham star. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 7.35 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
The Big Questions. 11.00 Regional 
Programme. 12.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 

I. 00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Homes 
Under the Hammer. (R) 2.15 Flog It! (R) 

3.15 Escape to the Country. (R) 4.15 
Lifeline. 4.25 Songs of Praise. 5.00 Spy 
in the Wild.(R) 

6.00 BBC News. 

6.20 Regional Programme. 

6.30 Countryfile. The latest rural 
developments, including reports 
on issues affecting country 
communities and insights into the 
life of the modern farmer. 

Including weather for the week 
ahead. 

7.30 Still Open All Hours. Granville 
tries to sell a huge wheel of cheese 
which is long past its sell by date. 
Leroy gets sick of delivering goods 
by bicycle and demands his father 
invest in a van. 

8.00 Call the Midwife. New series. The 
nuns and midwives return home 
after their trip to South Africa, to 
find Nonnatus House has come 
under new management. The 
formidable Sister Ursula (Harriet 
Walter) has taken charge and 
introduced some drastic changes 
to the way the clinic is run, which 
Sister Julienne, bound by her vow 
of obedience, is powerless to 
oppose. The midwives come to the 
aid of a victim of domestic 
violence whose husband is about 
to be released from prison, and 
who risks losing everything if she 
seeks a divorce. Sister Mary 
Cynthia suffers further anxiety 
attacks, and Patsy receives 
distressing news about her father. 
9.00 Apple Tree Yard. New series. 

Thriller based on Louise Doughty’s 
novel about a scientist who has an 
affair that leads to a violent 
incident threatening everything 
she holds dear. With Emily 
Watson. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman reviews the day’s 
Premier League action, which 
featured Southampton v Leicester 
City, Arsenal v Burnley and 
Chelsea v Hull City. 

II. 40AQuestionofSport. (R) 

12.10 The Celebrity Apprentice USA. 

1.35 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.40 
BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.15 Coast. (R) 7.15 Ato Z of TV 
Gardening. (R) 8.00 An Island Parish: 
Anguilla. (R) 8.30 The Edible Garden. (R) 
9.00 Countryfile. (R) 10.00 Saturday 
Kitchen Best Bites. 11.30 Talking 
Snooker. 12.15 M0TD2 Extra. 1.00 Live 
Snooker: The Masters. Hazel Irvine 
presents coverage of the opening eight 
frames of the final from Alexandra 
Palace, London, where the best-of-19- 
frames match takes place. 5.15 Tennis: 
Australian Open Highlights. 

6.15 Ski Sunday. Coverage of the 
men’s downhill on the 
Hahnenhamm in Kitzbuhel, 

Austria, and the women’s downhill 
in Garmisch-Partenkirchen, 
Germany. Plus, an interview with 
innovative snowboarder Billy 
Morgan, who continues to push 
the boundaries in freestyle. 

7.00 Live Snooker: The Masters. Hazel 
Irvine presents concluding 
coverage of the final from 
Alexandra Palace, London, where 
a maximum of 11 frames will be 
played to decide this year’s 
champion. Last year’s showpiece 
match was a decidedly one-sided 
affair, with Ronnie O-Sullivan 
claiming a 10-1 victory over Barry 
Hawkins to win the competition for 
a record-equalling sixth time, 
putting him level with Stephen 
Hendry. Subsequent programmes 
are subject to change. 

11.00 Ql XL. Johnny Vegas, Ronni 
Ancona and Jimmy Carr join 
regular panellist Alan Davies and 
host Sandi Toksvig to contemplate 
the theme “naval navigation” in 
this extended episode. 

11.45 Film: Good. (2008) A literary 

professor in 1930s Germany finds 
his work praised by the fast-rising 
Nazi party, and begins to enjoy the 
privileges conferred by their 
acclaim. As his prosperity grows, 
he becomes increasingly morally 
compromised, and as the true 
nature of Nazi ideology becomes 
clear, he tries to protect his Jewish 
psychiatrist from the state. Drama, 
with Viggo Mortensen, Jason 
Isaacs and Jodie Whittaker. 

1.15 Sign Zone: Question Time. Topical 
debate from Peterborough, chaired by 
David Dimbleby. (R) 2.15 Holby City. 
Sacha becomes suspicious about Essie 
and Raf’s relationship, and Fletch fights 
to save his friend Artem’s life when the 
old gambler returns to the Acute 
Assessment Unit. (R) 3.15 This Is BBC 
Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. (R) 6.25 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.45 Sooty. (R) 6.55 
Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 7.00 
Super 4. (R) 7.15 Oddbods. (R) 7.20 
Oddbods. (R) 7.30 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: Mr Bean: 
The Animated Series. (R) 7.55 
Scrambled!: Horrid Henry. (R) 8.10 
Scrambled!: The Powerpuff Girls. (R) 

8.30 Scrambled!: Ultimate Spider-Man: 
Web Warriors. 9.05 Scrambled!: 
Adventure Time. (R) 9.25 ITV News. 

9.30 Countrywise: Guide to Britain. (R) 
10.00 Peston on Sunday. 11.00 Gino’s 
Italian Escape: Hidden Italy. (R) 11.30 
Chopping Block. (R) 12.30 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.35 Judge Rinder. (R) 1.35 
Tipping Point. (R) 2.35 Ninja Warrior UK. 
(R) 3.35 The Voice UK. (R) 5.05 
Regional Programme; Weather.5.15 ITV 
News; Weather. 5.30 The Chase: 

Celebrity Special. (R) 

6.30 Dance Dance Dance. Alesha 
Dixon and Will Best host the third 
heat of the dance contest, which 
finds the contestants challenged to 
recreate famous routines by Lady 
Gaga, Michael Jackson and Fred 
Astaire. Judges Ashley Banjo. Tina 
Landon and Timor Steffens rate 
their efforts and decide who will be 
leaving the show this week. 

8.00 Endeavour. Morse is assigned to 
protect an informant who is 
undergoing emergency surgery. 
The case brings back unpleasant 
memories for the detective, while 
his colleagues are thrown into 
disarray when Bright is also 
rushed to hospital. Morse 
becomes fixated with a series of 
mysterious deaths that have 
occurred on the ward, and tries to 
find the scientific explanation 
behind stories of a curse. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15 Peston on Sunday. Political 
magazine, presented by Robert 
Peston, with ITV News National 
Editor Allegra Stratton. (R) 

11.15The Cube. Contestants try to 
complete a series of increasingly 
difficult tasks, hoping to win a 
jackpot of £250,000. Game show, 
hosted by Phillip Schofield. (R) 

12.15 Jackpot247. Interactive gaming. 
3.00 Chopping Block. (R) 3.50 ITV 
Nightscreen. Text-based information 
service. 5.05 The Jeremy Kyle Show: 
DNA Bombshells. Guests air their 
differences. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 The King of Queens. (R) 6.45 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.10 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 7.35 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 
9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 
12.30 The Simpsons. (R) 1.00 The 
Simpsons. (R) 1.30 Film: Tooth Fairy. 
(2010) Family comedy, starring Dwayne 
Johnson. 3.30 A Place in the Sun: Winter 
Sun. 4.15 Location, Location, Location. 
(R) 5.20 Channel 4 News. 5.50 Film: 

The Day After Tomorrow. (2004) A 
climatologist races across America to 
rescue his son as freak weather 
conditions cause devastation around the 
world. Disaster thriller, starring Jake 
Gyllenhaal and Dennis Quaid. Edited for 
language and violence. 

8.00 Walking the Americas. Levison 
Wood travels along a string of 
volcanoes in Nicaragua as he 
makes his way to Costa Rica, and 
climbs to the top of an active 
volcano referred to as the Mouth 
of Hell. He also meets fishermen 
who live on an island in Central 
America’s largest lake, visits a 
camp for migrants trying to reach 
the US, and attempts to climb the 
highest mountain on his route. 
9.00 Homeland. New series. Carrie 
returns to the US with Franny to 
work as an advocate for Muslim 
Americans, while Dar and Saul 
brief President-elect Keane. Claire 
Danes stars. 

10.05Film: Trainspotting. (1996) A 
heroin addict makes a series of 
attempts to kick the habit, but the 
grind of everyday life and a circle 
of similarly self-destructive friends 
keep dragging him back to his old 
ways. Following a near-fatal 
overdose, he comes to the 
realisation that the only way to put 
his life in order is to rid himself of 
his friends - which is easier said 
than done. Danny Boyle's drama 
based on Irvine Welsh's novel, 
starring Ewan McGregor, Robert 
Carlyle and Ewen Bremner. 

11.55 The 90s: Ten Years That Changed 
the World. Kathy Burke narrates 
this look back at the 1990s 
revolution in British music, 
fashion, film, sport, art and media, 
as told by the people who made it 
happen. (R) 

1.20 How to Lose Weight Well. (R) 2.15 
Millionaires’ Mansions: Designing 
Britain’s Most Exclusive Homes. (R) 3.10 
The Autistic Gardener. (R) 4.05 Kirstie’s 
Fill Your House for Free. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Milkshake! Monkey. 
6.05 Milkshake! Bop Box. (R)6.10 
Peppa Pig. (R) 6.15 Angelina Ballerina. 
(R) 6.25 Bob the Builder. (R) 6.40 
Wanda and the Alien. (R) 6.50 Zack and 
Quack. (R) 7.00 Seaside Antics. (R) 7.05 
Fireman Sam. (R) 7.15 Pip Ahoy! (R) 

7.30 Little Princess. (R) 7.40 Paw Patrol. 
(R) 7.55 Blaze and the Monster 
Machines. (R) 8.25 Noddy in Toyland. 

(R) 8.40 Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. 
(R) 8.55 Shimmer and Shine. (R) 9.25 
Peppa Pig. (R) 9.35 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.45 
Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.55 
The Fairly Odd Parents. (R) 10.30 
Football on 5: The Championship. (R) 

11.20 Football on 5: Goal Rush. (R) 

11.55 Funniest Fails, Falls & Flops. (R) 

12.20 Brides Make You Laugh Out Loud. 
(R) 1.20 Film: Kangaroo Jack. (2003) 
Comedy, starring Jerry O’Connell and 
Anthony Anderson. 3.00 Film: George of 
the Jungle. (1 997) 4.45 Film: Herbie: 
Fully Loaded. (2005) 

6.30 Dads Make You Laugh Out Loud. 

7.30 The Adele Story. Documentary 
charting the remarkable career 
trajectory of Adele Adkins, the pop 
and soul singer who rose from 
humble beginnings in Tottenham 
to become one of the biggest stars 
of the modern music industry. 

Now popular enough to warrant 
going by her forename only, 
Adele’s interest in music was 
encouraged by her mother from an 
early age. Winning a place at the 
Brit School in Croydon, Adele first 
shot into the public eye when her 
friend uploaded a demo to 
MySpace in 2006, and by the time 
she graduated, the singer had 
already secured a record deal. 
What followed were three hugely 
successful albums, 19,21 and 25, 
each of which surpassed the last in 
terms of critical acclaim and sales 
figures. Adele also scored an 
Oscar in 2013 for her song Skyfall, 
which featured as the theme of the 
James Bond film of the same 
name. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Celebrity Big Brother. The ups 

and downs of life in the BB house 
as friendships and alliances are 
made, battle lines are drawn and 
arguments erupt. 

10.00 Celebrity Botched Up Bodies. 

11.05 Film: Just Go with It. (2011) 

Romantic comedy, starring Adam 
Sandler and Jennifer Aniston. 

1.10 SuperCasino. 3.10 Film: Universal 
Soldier. (1992) 4.50 Divine Designs. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Four 

7.00 David Starkey’s Music & Monarchy 
8.00 Sword, Musket & Machine Gun: 
Britain’s Armed History 9.00 Titanic’s 
Tragic Twin: The Britannic Disaster 10.00 
Hidden Killers of the Post-War Home 
11.00 Horizon: What’s Wrong with Our 
Weather? 12.00 Play It Loud: The Story 
of the Marshall Amp 1.00 Sound of 
Musicals with Neil Brand 2.00 Lost 
Kingdoms of Central America 3.00 
Titanic’s Tragic Twin: The Britannic 
Disaster 4.00 Close 
ITV2 

3.00 Film: Looney Tunes: Back in Action 
(2003) 4.05 FYI Daily 4.10 Film: Looney 
Tunes: Back in Action (2003) 4.45 Film: 
Nanny McPhee and the Big Bang (2010) 
5.45 FYI Daily 5.50 Film: Nanny McPhee 
and the Big Bang (2010) 6.55 Film: The 
Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug (2013) 
7.55 FYI Daily 8.00 Film: The Hobbit: The 
Desolation of Smaug (2013) 10.00 
Family Guy 11.55 American Dad! 12.55 
The Cleveland Show 1.50 Totally Bonkers 
Guinness World Records 2.20 
Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

I. 50 Sherlock Holmes: The Hound of the 
Baskervilles 4.00 Agatha Christie’s 
Marple 6.00 Midsomer Murders 8.00 
This Time Next Year 9.00 Tonight at the 
London Palladium 10.00 Birds of a 
Feather 10.35 Film: Wimbledon (2004) 

II. 35 FYI Daily 11.40 Film: Wimbledon 
(2004) 12.40 A Touch of Frost 2.20 
Wycliffe 3.15 May the Best House Win 
ITV4 

5.10 Film: The Man from the Alamo 
(1953) 6.10 FYI Daily 6.15 Film: The 
Man from the Alamo (1953) 6.50 Mr 
Bean 8.00 Film: Police Academy 5: 
Assignment Miami Beach (1988) 9.10 
FYI Daily 9.15 Film: Police Academy 5: 
Assignment Miami Beach (1988) 10.00 
Film: The Bank Job (2008) 11.00 FYI 
Daily 11.05 Film: The Bank Job (2008) 
12.15 Film: Road (2014) 1.15 FYI Daily 

I. 20 Film: Road (2014) 2.20 Tommy 
Cooper 2.45 ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 
Teleshopping 

E4 

2.35 The Goldbergs 4.30 The Big Bang 
Theory 9.00 Film: Colombiana (2011) 

II. 05 Tattoo Fixers 12.10 Virtually 
Famous 1.05 Gogglebox 1.50 The 
Goldbergs 2.40 Rude Tube 
Film4 

1.00 Short Circuit (1986) 3.05 The 
House of Magic (2013) 4.45 Time 
Bandits (1981) 7.00 The Way Way Back 

2013) 9.00 The Grand Budapest Hotel 

2014) 11.05 Enemy at the Gates (2001) 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 


FILM CHOICES 

MONDAY 

Too Close To Kill, Channel 5,3.15pm 

Two best friends go their separate ways for the first 
time when one gets into the most revered sorority on 
campus, but matters soon take a fatal turn when one 
of them is murdered. Thriller, starring Greer Grammer, 
Chloe Babcook and Steve Bacic. (2016) 

TUESDAY 

Stolen Child, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A couple who have tried unsuccessfully to conceive 
resort to adopting a baby from Eastern Europe. 
However, their newfound happiness is shattered when 
they discover the disturbing series of events that 
brought the child into their lives. Drama, starring 
Emmanuelle Vaugier and Corbin Bernsen. (2012) 



WEDNESDAY 

The Others, Channel 4,1.30am 

A woman awaits the return of her husband from the 
Second World War while struggling to care for her son 
and daughter. Both children suffer a violent reaction 
when exposed to daylight, forcing her to keep much of 
their isolated home on the island of Jersey shrouded 
in gloom. When the pair claim to see strangers in the 
house, their terrified mother begins to suspect that the 
souls of the dead are stalking the halls. Period 
supernatural thriller, starring Nicole Kidman. (2001) 

THURSDAY 

Badge of Betrayal, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A woman discovers her supposedly dead son is still 
alive, his demise having been faked by her 
ex-husband as part of an elaborate plot to destroy her 
life. However, finding the evidence to prove her story 
turns out to be a difficult challenge. Thriller, starring 
Julie Benz and Matthew Kevin Anderson. (2014) 

FRIDAY 

Insidious, Channel 4,12.50am 

A family experience strange events in their house and 
become convinced it is haunted. However, after 
moving on, they find the dark forces have followed 
them and when their son mysteriously falls into a 
coma, they must find a way to get rid of the 
paranormal entities tormenting them. Horror, starring 
Patrick Wilson and Rose Byrne. (2010) 


The stars are out to 
shine in the capital 


I t’s January, the start of a new year, 
a time, perhaps, to look back at 
what happened during the previous 
12 months. 

That’s certainly the case in the 
showbusiness world. 

During the next few weeks, we’ll be 
inundated with awards ceremonies. 
The Golden Globes have already 
taken place, Bafta’s film event appears 
on February 12, with the Oscars 
happen a fortnight later. 

But our focus, for now, will be on the 
National Television Awards (or NTAs, 
for short). They’re a little bit special 
because they’re voted for by the 
public, ie the audience sat at home 
watching programmes for pleasure, 
rather than stuffy critics who are paid 
for their opinions. 

That fact also makes them mean 
more to the winners too - after 
all, if the fans have voted for them, 
then they must be doing something 
right. 

The past 12 months have certainly 
been very special TV-wise, with lots of 
highlights to choose from - long gone 
are the days when viewers were left 


bemoaning that there was nothing on 
the box tonight! 

The Great British Bake Off proved to 
be hugely popular, and viewers were 
fixed to their screens as Candice 
Brown was crowned the winner. But it 
was a bittersweet moment as it was 
revealed that the 2016 run would be 
the last to appear on the BBC - 
controversially, it will make its debut 
on Channel 4 this year, without 
presenters Mel Giedroyc and Sue 
Perkins, and judge Mary Berry, 
although Paul Hollywood had opted to 
stick with the show. 

Interestingly, the programme (Best 
Challenge Show), Mel and Sue (TV 
Presenter), and Mary (TV Judge) are 
all up for NTAs, but Paul is not... 

While Mary faces fierce competition 
from fellow veteran Len Goodman, 
who has retired from Strictly Come 
Dancing, Mel and Sue must beat the 
mighty Ant and Dec if they’re to 
triumph - and that’s no mean feat. 

One of the most hotly contested 
categories will be Drama 
Performance, where Cillian Murphy 
(Peaky Blinders), Jenna Colman 


(Victoria), Sarah Lancashire (Happy 
Valley) and recent Golden Globe 
winner Tom Hiddleston (The Night 
Manager) will vie for the title. 

All of their series are also in the 
running for awards, in either the 
Drama or Period Drama sections. 

Other big names and shows set to 
feature on the night are Cold Feet, 
Casualty, Coronation Street, David 
Walliams, Simon Cowell and Game of 
Thrones. 

Dermot O’Leary will host the event 
live from London’s 02 arena, while 
Oueen of the Jungle Scarlett Moffatt 
takes charge of the ceremony’s social 
media feeds, delivering all the latest 
backstage gossip in the process. 

“I’ve never been to an awards 
ceremony before,” says Scarlett. “I 
can’t believe the first one I’m attending 
is as part of the actual NTA team 
working alongside Dermot, the master 
of live TV; it’s going to be such an 
amazing experience. 

‘To top it off, my Dad gets to be my 
plus one and walk me down my first 
ever red carpet. What more can a girl 
ask for?” 



The National Television Awards 2017, Wednesday, ITV, 7.30pm 

BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 
Winterwatch 2017 
BBC2, 8pm 

New series. Chris Packham, Michaela Strachan and 
Martin Hughes-Games return to RSPB Arne in 
Dorset as they present from their base on Poole 
Harbour, which is officially the most biodiverse region 
in the UK, with more species of animals and plants 
within 10 miles of Wareham than anywhere else in 
the country. Gillian Burke examines military pillboxes 
in Studland to explore the lives of hibernating 
butterflies in winter, while Martin tries to understand 
the harbour’s appeal for waders, particularly avocets, 
and has an incredible revelation. 

TUESDAY 

Brainwashing Stacey 
BBC1,10.45pm 

Stacey Dooley travels to southern California to meet 
Jeff White, an anti-abortion campaigner who runs a 
group entitled Survivors of the Abortion Holocaust. 
He’s been arrested more than 100 times for leading 
public protests against pregnancy terminations, and 
runs so-called Survivors Pro-Life Training Camps, in 
which children from all over America are invited to 
take part in summer camps which, according to its 
website, aims to eeducate and equip young 
activitists who are willing to be used by God to 


defend those unjustly sentenced to death’. Dooley 
joins some of the youngsters on field trips which 
seem to involve disrupting what goes on at abortion 
clinics, and hears why they feel that White’s 
message is one that should be heard and heeded. 


WEDNESDAY 

Who Do You Think You Are? 

BBC1, 8pm 

As the ‘last of the McKellen’s’, the award¬ 
winning actor and civil rights champion Sir Ian 
McKellen admits to a degree of melancholy 
as delves into his family history, but the 
results pay off greatly. On his journey back 
through his family history, he discovers dr 
one of his ancestors was a Victorian 
political activist, and another relative 
was also linked to the theatre. Finally, ^ 

Ian learns that previous generations of J J 
his family have a surprising link to an 1' 
ancient druidical landmark in the Lake \ 
District. 

Hospital 
BBC2, 9pm 

The spotlight moves to the neurological 

ward, where crane driver Phil is _ 

one of the most urgent cases. 


After collapsing at work he is becoming increasingly 
paralysed, and Kevin O’Neill, one of the country’s 
leading brain surgeons, wants to remove the fast¬ 
growing brain tumour causing Phil’s condition. It’s a 
life-threatening operation, and time is of the 
essence - but securing theatre time in a hospital at 
bursting point proves to be far from simple, 
t waiting times could be a thing of the 
t if revolutionary new treatments that 
don’t involve invasive brain surgery 
\ prove to be successful. Consultant 
1 neurologist Dr Peter Bain is at the 
i forefront of this work, and talks 
viewers through how using MRI- 
i focussed ultrasound waves could 
t replace knives and drills. 

THURSDAY 
Spy in the Wild 
BBC1, 8pm 

The undercover cameras reveal 
how animals rely upon each other 
for a range of activities. Arctic 
wolves group together to survive in 
one of the harshest landscapes on 
earth, a band of hungry mongoose 
groom warthogs for tasty morsels - 
before turning 



Brainwashing Stacey, Tuesday, BBC1,10.45pm 


their attention to Spy Warthog - and fish help clean 
hippos’ bodies, as well as providing a unique dental 
service. Meanwhile, crocodiles and dikkop birds 
take part in a mutual neighbourhood watch against 
hungry prowling monitor lizards, and Spy 
Rattlesnake captures how prairie dogs and 
burrowing owls use their language skills to tell the 
rest of their community of approaching danger. 

FRIDAY 

Eurovision: You Decide 
BBC2,7.30pm 

It’s now been 20 years since the UK won the 
Eurovision Song Contest - our last victors were 
Katrina and the Waves back in 1997 with Love 
Shine a Light. So that makes it all the more 
important that we find the right song to represent us 
this year, and the BBC are turning to the public to 
help with the search. Hosted by self-confessed 
Eurovision fan Mel Giedroyc from the Hammersmith 
Apollo, this live shows sees six short-listed acts 
taking to the stage in the hopes of impressing the 
viewers and a jury of music professionals. The 
panel will offer feedback on the songs - and some 
suggestions as to how they might be staged - 
before their scores are combined with the public 
vote to determine who will be flying the flag for the 
UK in Ukraine this year. 


INSPIRATIONAL 3a Inspired 

FIRES L FIREPLACES * 


USE YOUR LOFT! 



NOW 

STOCKING 

A WIDE 

SELECTION OF 

BEAUTIFUL 
MIRRORS to 

COMPLIMENT 
YOUR FIRE 




Loft Ladders \s 

Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

: Now available in white 
10 painting required* 

: Now complete with 
‘comfort” feet to protect 
carpets and wooden floors. 



: Long Safety Side Handles* 


Showroom: 404-406 Bearwood Road, Bearwood B66 4EX 
Tel: 0121 429 3186 

51 Opening Times: Monday-Saturday 10.00am-6.00pm E 

www.inspirationalfires.co.uk email: info@inspirationalfires.co.uk 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
and roof windows. 

All major credit cards accepted 


theloftJ^stairs company 

The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 



Open Mon ■ Fri 8,30am ■ 5,00pm, Sat 8,30am ■ 1,00pm 

01214751112 

E-mail: plumbmaster.ukigmx.com 
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PUZZLES 
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BRAIN GYM 


No.412 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

s 

2 

X 

H 

C 

5 

Q 

6 o 

7 

P 

8 

1 

F 

10 

J 

11 

V 

12 

W 

13 

Y 

14 

M 

15 

E 

16 

D 

17 

z 

18 

R 

19 

A 

20 

B 

21 

G 

22 

K 

23 

L 

24 

N 

25 

T 

26 

u 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Everybody out of 
bed: this is the end! 
(3,2) 

4. Cut nail for 
madman (7) 

8. Take the lead in 
behaviour (7) 

9. He has a suit, of 
course (5) 

10. The majority 
of doctors get 
treatment first (4) 

11. Charm by getting 
on stage? (8) 

13. Plunge into a 
drinking-den (4) 

14. At this point in the 
rehearsal (4) 

16. Current minister is 
absolutely right (8) 

17. Frank has nothing 
to writer (4) 

20.1 break up game 
involving idol (5) 

21. Compunction about 
code (7) 

22. Try a leg in a big 
way (7) 

23. Entertain, as 
doctors do (5) 


Down 

1. Obliging with 
lodgings, perhaps 
(13) 

2. Rows involve 
falsehoods about 
Norman, initially (5) 

3. Register pique 
when dupes get 
dues this way (4) 

4. The French 
temporary home is 
hidden (6) 

5. Stagger from all 
quarters to see 
topical film (4-4) 

6. Counter beat (7) 

7. Complementary 
journalist (13) 

12. Get too many 
degrees for 
comfort? (8) 

13. Aver led race (7) 

15. Violent tale about a 

thousand (6) 

18. Clearing out of 
undesirables from 
group urgently 
needed(5) 

19. Give out time is up 

(4) 



Sudoku 


1 

6 






4 



9 


6 


5 



1 



5 



8 



7 


2 

7 





5 


5 



4 


2 



9 


4 


7 



8 


2 

4 



8 



7 



6 


1 



3 


2 



7 


5 




3 
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Quick Clues: 

Across 


. Force back (5) 

1. Blameworthy (13) 

. Quell (7) 

2. Devout (5) 

'. Scheme (7) 

3. Dregs (4) 

'. Subject (5) 
i. Alleviate (4) 

4. Preferably (6) 

. Reduce (8) 

5. Fatherly (8) 

>. Act (4) 

6. Interpret (7) 

. Profit (4) 

7. Extreme reticence (13) 

'. Harshness (8) 

12. Respite (8) 

’. Labyrinth (4) 

L Lighter (5) 

13. Separate (7) 

. Tedious (7) 

15. Rigorous (6) 

:. Factor (7) 

18. Without help (5) 

;. Urge (5) 

19. Neglect (4) 
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LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 3 Spaghetti; 8 Ties; 9 Sover¬ 
eign; 10 Roller; 11 Steed; 14 Lisle; 15 Note; 16 
Remit; 18 Neil; 20 Rents; 21 Cites; 24 Marian; 

25 Unmarried; 26 Shun; 27 Plaything. Down: 1 
Startling; 2 Realistic; 4 Poor; 5 Guest; 6 Eleven; 

7 Tags; 9 Sewer; 11 Samos; 12 Downright; 13 
Reasoning; 17 Tread; 19 Litany; 22 Earth; 23 
Anil; 24 Mean. QUICK - Across: 3 Pseudonym; 8 
Item; 9 Destitute; 10 Lessen; 11 Tenet; 14 Nurse; 
15 True; 16 Rumba; 18 Sold; 20 Fount; 21 Yield; 
24 Propel; 25 Reconcile; 26 Dawn; 27 Wrangling. 
Down: 1 Violinist; 2 Leisurely; 4 Seen; 5 Untie; 6 
Outset; 7 Yeti; 9 Defer; 11 Timid; 12 Triumphal; 

13 Pestilent; 17 Afire; 19 Disown; 22 Local; 23 
Gear; 24 Plan. 


Niner 


1. What nationality was the painter Paul 
Klee? 

2. In which war were the Battles of Bull 
Run fought? 

3. Who won the 1994 Booker Prize? 

4. With which film did Marlene Dietrich win 
world fame? 

5. Whose wife was Helen of Troy? 


6. Of which Canadian province is 
Winnipeg the capital? 

7. In snooker, how many points is the 
brown ball worth? 

8. Which element has the symbol Na? 

9. What is a pond-skater? 

10. Which calendar includes the months 
Messidor and Thermidor? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Mallord; 2 Quango; 3 Jack Lemmon; 
4 Trefoil; 5 Edward II; 6 1971; 7 Land of 
Nod; 8 Canada; 9 Dundee; 10 Orchids. 
Niner: SPHERICAL 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


152785 gives a golf club, 

34669 gives a second golf club, 

297859833 gives an American golf course. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 


Thinking space 



Express & Star 

FIXED PRICE 

RECRUITMENT 

PACKAGE 


FILL YOUR NEXT VACANCY 
WITH OUR BRONZE FIXED PRICE 
RECRUITMENT PACKAGE 

Bronze package includes: 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Express & Star (Thursday) 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Chronicle of your choice 

• Two week listing on jobs.expressandstar.com 

• 5 line advert to appear in Express & Star Classified 
jobs for 5 nights 

• We will run the lineage and online advert on a daily 
basis until you fill the vacancy 

Package Price £399* 


Contact Tracey Thompson 

on 01902 319645 or email 

tracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk 
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•All prices are subject to VAT 
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eating out 



Golden globes - porcini mushroom arancini with lovage pesto 


Warm and welcoming interior 


Sound as a bell - The Bell in Belbroughton 



As good as gold - melting golden chocolate bomb 


Fantastic food sound as a Bell 


MONDAY. Quite possibly the 
worst day of the week. Back to 
work when you’ve just enjoyed a 
lovely, lazy weekend. 

A harsh dose of reality after two 
days bliss. But on a cheeky day off, 
while the rest of the country began 
their nine-to-five, it was nice to know 
a leisurely lunch was imminent. 

It seemed like a good idea to revisit a pub 
that was a four-star find 18 months ago and 
had not long reopened after a revamp. 

It was a good decision and standards re¬ 
main high, another four stars, and there 
would’ve been an extra half had there not 
been a salmon and spinach debacle - to be 
revealed in due course. 

So on a rainy Monday we ventured to the 
warm and welcoming pub. Gone were the 
countrified and formal furnishings replaced 
with a fancy and modern eclectic mix of 
looks. Bright velvet seats were coupled with 
animal prints and plain bold colours. Metal 
lantern lights and huge light shades hung 
above our heads. 

Our waitress, Amy, was bright and bub- 


Lisa Williams tucks in 


bly and very helpful. The menu has a great 
deal of choice which should satisfy the fuss¬ 
iest of eaters. It also has a fair few imagina¬ 
tive dishes. 

Stand-out options include something 
that’s all the rage at the moment - a Wagyu 
burger; there’s also a fisherman’s platter 
starter including Sloe gin smoked salmon 
with salmon caviar and crayfish cocktail in 
bloody Mary ketchup. 

And for veggies there’s a roasted win¬ 
ter vegetable tart stuffed with butternut 
squash, beetroot and Cropwell Bishop cus¬ 
tard with a Stilton and walnut crumb; and 
also a buttermilk Southern Fried chicken 
stuffed with ‘nduja sausage, with sweet po¬ 
tato fries, apple salad and preserved lemon 
aioli. 

There are plenty of other simpler options 
too, sandwiches if you fancy a lighter bite, 
pizzas, pasta, salads and loads of meat and 
fish dishes. 

We decided to go all out and have three 
courses. My other half went for the deep- 
fried Somerset Brie in panko breadcrumbs 


with apricot and cumin chutney and I chose 
the Porcini Mushroom Arancini with lovage 
pesto. 

My three golden orbs of arancini were de¬ 
lightful. The perfect crunch gave way to a 
heady mix of earthy mushrooms, salty and 
sticky mozzarella and al dente rice. 

The Somerset Brie was a gooey splen¬ 
dour with stretchy strings of cheese. For 
mains he went for hearty man food, a 
steak, ale and Portobello mushroom pie 
with mashed potato, heritage carrots and 
seasonal greens. 

Delicious 

For me a fish dish from the specials menu, 
oven-baked salmon on a bed of tomato and 
garlic linguine with wilted spinach. A 
lovely shortcrust pastry pie appeared with 
a good helping of mashed potato and veg. 

My salmon looked delicious with a gor¬ 
geously crispy skin nut immediately I no¬ 
ticed the absence of the wilted spinach. I 
cut into the salmon and began to eat. There 
was a bone and then another. The fish was 
slightly slimy and when I poked in my fork 
further I could see it wasn’t cooked. 

Amy apologised profusely and with no 


fuss she took away both meals. After a little 
wait they were returned to us. My salmon 
was back with spinach and cooked perfectly. 
The flavour of the tomato and the garlic in 
the linguine, which was cooked as pasta 
should be, was subtle but fresh and worked 
well with the fish. 

The way the situation was handled and 
the quality of the fresh meals more than 
made up for the initial disappointment. 

The pie was a success too, with the pastry 
getting top marks. 

Despite feeling quite full we weren’t 
leaving without sampling dessert. I wanted 
something lighter as I didn’t want to end up 
feeling stuffed so went for the ‘200 calories 
or less’ option. 

This was strawberries and frozen natural 
yoghurt with honey ripple and rhubarb and 
rose flavour curd. It sounded refreshing and 
also the curd a little intriguing. 

He went for something chocolatey, the 
melting golden chocolate bomb with cara¬ 
mel ice cream, chocolate popping candy and 
hot Devon cream toffee sauce. 

We left with great big grins on our faces, 
full bellies and made a promise to return as 
soon as we possibly could! 






CLASSICAL 

SPECTACULAR 

at the Royal Albert Hall 




Quote Code: YKR634 


Quote Code: LUR828 


Quote Code: UUE143 


Departing Friday 26 May 2017 


Quote Code: RQP166 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star North West area hotel 
with 3-course dinner and full English breakfast 

✓ Steeplechase Enclosure ticket for Aintree on 
Saturday, Grand National Day 

(upgrade available at a supplement) 

✓ Visit to Liverpool Docks on Sunday 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Departing Saturday 18 March 2017 

Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of 
central London with early dinner and full English 
breakfast 

✓ A Choir ticket (face value of £25) for Classical 
Spectacular on Saturday 18 March at the Royal Albert 
Hall (upgrades available at a supplement) 

✓ Free time in London 


2 days, by coach 

only £149 .95pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information AIAA^ AAAI g p 
or to book, please call: 9V&IOO 


OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTAV4782. omegaHois @omegaHois OmegaHois 


Hand picked holidays with you ir 


Return coach travel from Dudley, Halesowen 
and Stourbridge 


Your Cnron c e 


Choose a top West End show from our 
fabulous selection... 

42nd Street, Aladdin, An American in Paris, Beautiful, 
Dreamgirls, Half a Sixpence, Jersey Boys, Les Miserables, 
Mamma Mia!, Matilda, Motown, The Phantom of the Opera, 
School of Rock, Stomp, The Girls, The Lion King, Wicked 
and more...! 

Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of 
central London with full English breakfast 

✓ A ticket for a Saturday evening performance of a 
TOP West End Show from our fabulous selection 

✓ Free time in London 


2 days, by coach 
from £149- 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


GRAND 

NATIONAL 

and Liverpool 


Departing Saturday 8 April 2017 


2 days, by coach 

only £149 .95pp 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star outer London/Reading 
area hotel with 3-course dinner and full 

English breakfast 

✓ Admission to the Chelsea Flower Show, with 
coach transfer 

✓ Free time in Oxford 


2 days, by coach 
only £l99 95pp 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


Please note: not all pick up points are available on all breaks. 


SATURDAY NIGHT 

London Theatre 


Saturday departures until July 2017 













































































PROPERTY 




Detached family home is in a cul-de-sac location 


A modern extended four bedroom 
detached family home in a cul 
de sac location in Millfield View, 
Halesowen, lies in a popular and 
convenient location. 

Close to public transport, schools 
and the town centre with all its 
amenities, it is for sale through 
Hicks Hadley at £240,000. The 
property’s accommodation briefly 
comprises a lounge, separate dining 


HALESOWEN 

£240,000 

room, conservatory, fitted kitchen 
with integrated appliances, guests 
cloakroom, four bedrooms with the 
master room having en suite and 
house bathroom. 

The property also has an extremely 


long garage, an established garden, 
gas central heating and double 
glazing. In more detail the lounge 
overlooks the front and has a feature 
fireplace with a living flame gas fire. 

The fitted kitchen has an integrated 
double oven with a fitted hob and 
extractor over. 

Call Hicks Hadley on 0121 
5856667 or visit www.hickshadley. 
com 



A beautifully 
presented 
and extended 
family house 

DUDLEY 

£315,000 «< 


Beautifully presented 
and extended, this four- 
bedroomed residence is 
situated in The Broadway, 
Dudley. 

The property offers spacious 
and well-proportioned quality 
accommodation. 

This house is for sale through 
agent Wakeman Estates at 
£315,000. 

It has a reception hall, a 
cloakroom, dining room, a 
lounge, a farmhouse-style 
kitchen, a pantry, landing, four 
bedrooms, an en-suite shower 
room, a bathroom, separate 
WC, gardens, parking and a 
garage. 

For further information, or 
to book that all important 
viewing, contact Wakeman 
Estates on 01384 459999 or 
visit www.wakeman-online. 
com 


31 


Hicks Hadley 


hickshadley.com 

0121 585 6667 


Halesowen Office Lettings & Property Management 



HALESOWEN, Sunbury Road£795 pcm+Fees 

A superbly presented modern detached family home in central Halesowen, 
perfect for Windsor & Earls High School & Halesowen College. Featuring a 
spacious lounge/dining area, conservatory, fitted kitchen, downstairs cloakroom, 
3 good size bedrooms & family bathroom on the 1st floor. The property has a 
driveway for 2 cars & garage, gas central heating, double glazing and a lovely 
garden to the rear overlooking Windsor High School playing fields. EPC: TBC 


HALESOWEN, Inkberrow Road£750 pcm+Fees 

A 3/4 bedroom town house located in central Halesowen on 
the popular Huntlands estate comprising of: modern fitted 
kitchen, large living room, 3 double bedrooms plus bedroom 
4/study, gas central heating, double glazed throughout, 
bathroom with shower, driveway for 3/4 vehicles, garage, 
private reaKjamler^oUiJa^Tiissed^PC^^^^^^^^ 


STOURBRIDGE, Baylie Street£725 pcm+FeesI 

Stunning mid terrace period property located in the sought after Stourbridge! 
Old Quarter. This house has been finished to an exceptional standard and offers I 
reception hall, generous through lounge, impressive kitchen with integrated! 
appliances, utility room, guest w.c, two double bedrooms, superb bathroom! 
"i roll top bath and separate shower and good size loft room. Also features! 
jurtyar^ar^er^n^a^entranTeatin^^^Tiaiorit^oubl^laze^^PC^^ 



BRIERLEY HILL, Walker Avenue£675 pcm+Fees 

UNDERGOING A REFURBISHMENT! A modern semi-detached 
house offering spacious family, accommodation comprising 
of: entrance hallway, large lounge, fitted kitchen, 3 good sized 
bedrooms, new bathroom with shower, driveway parking & 
garage. EPC: C 


HALESOWEN, Long lnnage£675 pcm+Fees 

UNDERGOING A REFURBISHMENT! A modern link detached 
family home in this most popular location, having spacious 
accommodation comprising large lounge, fitted kitchen, 
rear garden with decking, 3 good sized bedrooms, family 
bathroom with corner bath & separate shower, driveway 


parking ^arag^PC^ 


HALESOWEN, Rossendale Close£650 pcm+Fees 

A lovely 2 bedroom semi detached bungalow in a guiet 
cul-de-sac, newly decorated & carpeted. Also ideal for the 
number 9 bus in to Stourbridge, Halesowen and Birmingham. 
Featuring modern fitted kitchen with oven/hob, large lounge, 
conservatory (Off the bedrooms), 2 good size bedrooms, 
bathroon^vitl^howei^nvewa^^nvat^ai^adei^PC^ 



HALESOWEN, Hunnington Crescent£650 pcm+Fees 
Recently redecorated and carpeted. This huge 3 bedroom town 
house has had a full redecoration, carpets and boiler. This house 
will not stay around for long as its so close to Halesowen Town 
Centre. Featuring 3 bedrooms, a large lounge with stunning 
views, bathroom with shower, driveway and garage parking, 
downstah^c^malNOTMTiaintenanc^oai^artei^PC^ 
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HALESOWEN, Newton Court£650 pcm+Fees 

City style penthouse living in Halesowen! A stunning 3 bedroom 1st floor 
apartment finished to an extremely high standard and offering an incredible 
amount of flexible living accommodation. Situated within a deluxe development 
of just 3 luxury apartments. Featuring 2 double bedrooms with fitted wardrobes, 
1 single bedroom, 2 bathrooms and separate walk-in showers, striking living 
into the adjacent trees. Secondary glazing ensures 


HALESOWEN, Blackberry Lane£625 pcm+Fees 

Not to be missed! A lovely mid terrace in a very popular location close 
to Town Centre having been newly painted & new carpets upstairs 
comprising of: Lounge, fitted dining kitchen with appliances, 2 bedrooms 
& a further carpeted loft room accessed by strong & sturdy wooden 
ladders, refitted bathroom, central heating & double glazing, private 
rear oardejmtl^tora^he^iuoa^aildn^vailabl^iOT^PC^ 



NETHERTON, Copse Road £595 pcm+Fees 

A semi-detached house that has been fully refurbished to a 
high standard comprising of: Hallway, front lounge, large 
kitchen/dining area, 3 bedrooms, bathroom with shower, 
front & rear gardens with driveway & additional parking to 
rear. Solar panels installed saving up to 30% on electric bills. 
EPC: D 


ROWLEY REGIS, The Avenue£595 pcm+Fees 

A fantastic opportunity to rent a new build property in a very convenient 
location close to train & bus links. This 2 bed semi-detached is finished to an 
exceptional standard. The property features a spacious lounge with patio doors 
leading to a low maintenance garden, modern fitted kitchen with cooker/hob, 
downstairs w.c, 2 double bedrooms, rear garden, driveway parking, double 
olazina and aas central heatina. MINIMUM CONTRACT OF 12 MONTHS. EPC: B 



HALESOWEN, Cobham Road£595 pcm+Fees 

Well presented 2 double bedroom mid terraced house situated 
in this popular residential location being in walking distance of 
Halesowen Town Centre. This property benefits from 2 reception 
rooms, 1 with dining area & patio doors leading to rear garden, 
kitchen, downstairs bathroom with shower, 2 double bedrooms, 
double cjlazin^n^a^entranieatin^PC^^^^^^^^ 


HALESOWEN, Beecher Road£575 pcm+Fees 

A very well presented semi-detached house, in a sought after 
area for Colley Lane Primary School and bus links. Featuring a 
large living room, fitted kitchen, 3 bedrooms, family bathroom 
with shower, double glazing, gas central heating, front and 
rear aardens^rivewa^addn^PC^ 


WORDSLEY, Lyndhurst Drive£550 pcm+Fees 

Fantastic size property and a great location for local shops and 
transport links to Kingswinford, Stourbridge and Wordsley. 
This wonderfully presented semi-detached house features 
2 double bedrooms, large dining kitchen, spacious lounge, 
bathroom with shower, gas central heating, double glazing, 
drivewa^arkin^PC^^ 
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HALESOWEN/COLLEY GATE, Park Road£550 pcm+Fees 
A modern mid terraced house on the number 9 bus route to 
Halesowen, Stourbridge and Birmingham. Having been completely 
re-decorated and new carpets throughout, briefly comprising: 
Lounge, kitchen/dining area, rear garden, 2 bedrooms, master 
with en-suite, a further house bathroom, gas central heating, 
doub!e glazing^^llocate^^aH<in^^gacejjrTfumishe^^PC^^^ 



CRADLEY HEATH/OLD HILL, Sidaway Street£525 pcm+Fees 
A well presented mid terraced property within walking 
distance to Old Hill. This home offers 2 reception rooms, 
modern fitted kitchen and utility area, downstairs shower 
room, 2 double bedrooms with 3rd room off master ideal for 
a dressing room or study, low maintenance garden, double 
glazing anc^lectn^Teatint^PC^ 


CRADLEY HEATH, Luanne Close£495 pcm+Fees 
Situated in this popular residential area, is this top floor 
apartment, which overlooks the canal and has its own 
balcony, comprising of: 2 bedrooms, spacious lounge, fitted 
kitchen, bathroom with shower, access to balcony from 
the master bedroom, gas central heating, double glazing, 
allocated parking. Well worth an inspection. EPC: B 


OLDSWINFORD, Heath Lane£495 pcm+Fees 

Ideally located in the centre of Oldswinford for shops, 
transport links and Mary Stevens Park. This large and 
spacious end terrace house features 3 good size bedrooms, 2 
reception rooms, downstairs bathroom, upstairs toilet, fitted 
kitchen. encjosechgamarcjemic^ru^ac^arkin^PC^^ 



STOURBRIDGE, Stambermill House£425 pcm+Fees 
Fully refurbished apartments within a stones throw of 
Stourbridge Town Centre and on the number 9 bus route. This 
stunning 1 bedroom apartment on the ground floor features 
an open plan lounge/fitted kitchen, shower room, 1 double 
bedroML^dvat^ai^aitdn^^oU^^TTissed^PC^C 


STOURBRIDGE, Stambermill House£425 pcm+Fees 
COMING SOON!! Fully refurbished apartments within a stones 
throw of Stourbridge Town Centre and on the number 9 bus 
route. This stunning 1 bedroom apartment on the 1st floor 
features an open plan lounge/fitted kitchen, shower room, 1 
double bedroom & private rear parking. Not to be missed! 
EPC: TBC 


WORCESTER, Martley Road£410 pcm+Fees 

‘ '•STUDENT LET** A room with this three bedroom 


semi detached home, which is gas centrally heated and 
double glazed (where spec). Being within a short walk from 
Universit^fWorcestec 
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Why Pay Main Dealer Prices? 


Motor 


ESXZ?** 30 Years Experience 

• From a minor bump to major repairs m? 

• FREE local pick up and delivery 

• FREE estimates and written quotes 




We also supply a car and van to none fault or insurance cl 
Web: www.crosswaysmotorbodies.co.uk 
email: crossways1@btinternet.com _ 

Station Road, Old Hill, Cradley Heath, B64 6PL 


All Trades of Halesowen 

PROPERTY REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE 

• Roofing • Fencing • Plumbing • Electrical 

• Brickwork • UPVC • Guttering • Fascias 

• Gardening • Decorating • Plastering • Skylights 


FREE 24hr Call Out 
Established since 1984 

20% DISCOUNT FOR OAR’S 
0121 602 6601 
0769 007 6739 


Do you need 
to promote your 
building services? 
Please call 
01902 319590 
01902 319577 


D H Household 
Maintenance 


All building maintenance 
and DIY work undertaken 
All areas covered 

0121 422 8594 
07985 548466 


Building Plans 


3o you prepare 

3uilding 

aians?? 


oj want to advertise 

ISiliSH 



Carpentry 


CARPENTRY 

SERVICES 

ROBERT CHESNEY 

CARPENTERY / JOINERY 
KITCHEN FITTING SPECIALIST 
ALL CARPENTERY WORKS 
ROOFS / DOORS / LOCKS 
DECKING SPECIALIST 
CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 
0121 421 6740 
07779746939 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Est:over 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes 
Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 


Clean 
Carpets 
Dudley 

Carpets & Upholstery . 

Fresh > \ 

Hygienic & 1 
Dry in 1 Hour/ 

20% OFF TILL END OF JAN 


Call Steven on 

01384 848496 or 07468 031133 
www.clean-carpets-dudley.co.uk 


Computers 



NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 

• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 
• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Inst alled 

DONT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PC \ 

Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 552 
JUDR@P PC SUPPORT _ 

email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 


Decorating 



www.harrisonsdecoratingservices.co.uk 


HARRISONS 


PAINTING & DECORATING 

Commercial & Residential Work Undertaken 

• Painting • Tiling • Kitchens 

• Paperhanging • Flooring • Bathrooms 

Call Nick: 07792865975 

nkharrison@btinternet.com 
Fully Insured - Quality Finishing - Reasonable Rates 


HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

- Painters & 
t Decorators 

OAP DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advert 

Residential and 
Commercial work undertaken 

CALL 07860 206713 
0121 602 0966 

halesowendecorators@gmail.com 


PAINTER & 

DECORATOR 


Professional and reliable 
Fully insured 
O.A.P Discounts 

For a free 
quote call Carl 

0121561 1881 
or 07532 200591 


/ 


V 


Misted Sealed Units? 


lUark (Country (filazmp 


Contact US ton a FREE quote! 

Manufacturers 
& Installers of 
- windows, doors & 
conservatories 

'A' Rated Windows as Standard 

10 YEAR GUARANTEE 

Please see our customer reviews 
on either Homepro or Which 

/f / eJJficle^U umsuxxmajJ, 6 6 

w • that ujnWt cait the. eaAittv S S 

Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 

® 01384 566100 


O 


www.blackcountryglazing.com 


Driveways 


DISCOUNT 

DRIVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Year Guarantee 
On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 
www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



* ACE PAVING SERVICES LTD* 


City and Guilds Streetworks Approved 
1 Tarmacing • Concrete Imprint • Block Paving and Patios 
• Landscaping • Streetworks • Curb dropping • Turfing 
Fencing and Decking • Power Washing • 5 year guarantee 
FREE estimate »15 years experience • Fully insured 

01384 847115 I 01217692193 I 07448031419 

Web: wwwacepavingservices. co. uk 
Email: acepavingservices @ outlook, com 
Cradley Enterprise Centre, Maypole Fields, 

Halesowen B63 2QB ( i.m!- 


Garage Doors 



DB GARAGE DOORS 


Supply Install 

Repair Roller 

• Up and Over Sectional 

Side Hinged Remote Control 

Made to measure Doors 

• FREE Survey & Quotation 


www.dbshutters. co. uk 

Tel: 0121 422 1990 Mob: 07860 858378 



Fuseboard upgrades / complete rewires / 
security alarms and lighting / fault finding and repairs A 
shower replacements and more 

Free quotations available 
Over 20 years’ experience Winter 

Contact now: Deals now 

0121 531 6884 / 07753 393562 on - call 

www.jsqualityelectrical.co.uk for more 

j.selectricalservices@hotmail.co.uk information 


Mobile Hairdresser 


Dudley Road, Oldbury, Birmingham, West Midlands, B69 3DA 
T: 0121 533 5428 F: 0121 544 7186 E: birmingham@laver.co.uk 


O B I LEI 
HAI RD RESS E 

Cuts, Colours, Perms etc 

Call Lyndsey 07795 514858 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


MBtyelect, 


ric 


All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 
local service call: 


0121 3690311 
07939 503905 

mbelectric.co.uk I 


lig 


Fencing 


jLJ&lfencing 

All types of quality 
fencing supplied 
& erected 
Plus decking, 
slabbing & 
block paving 

— FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 0121 585 9992 or 07884 344616 

www.lbtfencing.co.uk 



Fencing flr Cates 


1 


All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 

Call Stove on 

01384 242891 or 07970 300586 


MOT 


with this advert 

E RE-TEST 


Green Garage, unit 2a station Road, 

(rear of Gold Cue Snooker Club), Blackheath, 365 OU 

0121 559 6001 MOT 


0 



KS 
ERVICES 

All types of General Repairs 
to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 
decorating 

Local Friendly Service 

0121 532 4861 

No Job Too Small 



































































































































Gardening 


Plastering 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped Mungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Please call 
now to promote 
your services I 


Please call 

01902 319590 
01902 319577 





LINDOPS 

LANDSCAPES 

All Landscape Work Undertaken 
No Job Too Small or Too Big 
FREE QUOTATIONS 
All aspects of Tree Surgery, 
Block Paving, Fencing, etc 
Est. 25 Years 

Ex. Botanical Gardener 

0121-421 2858 
07583 - 748872 



R & S Gardens 

• All garden work undertaken 
• Hedges and lawns cut 
• General tidy and rubbish removed 
• Garden landscaping and 
fencing work 

Telephone: 07851 323303 



Oven Cleaning 


For a friendly local independent 

oven cleaning service 

CLEANOVEN 

We clean all types of domestic 
ovens, cookers, traditional stoves, 
hobs, extractors and microwaves 

&alt fwi <z quote 

Tel: 01384 393168 

Mobile Anytime: 07713163060 


Plumbing 


■ HOUSEHOLD 

l_ U l\/l BIN 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

~ All installations and repairs /'est n 
S upply and fit or fit only 




TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 -0121-602 6776 A 
V*—www.household'plumbing.co.uk ^ 



CJ). Plastering 

For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


DHPIASUMRS 




FROM boarding, 
skimming, patching 
and repairs TO 
complete rooms 




Plumbing & Heating 



Gas Safe registered 120506 


Get your boiler serviced 
and ready for winter 



Special Offers 
Now On! 

Insulation, repairs and services orTtfoilers, 
fires and cookers 

Install A band condensing boiler with 
free wireless room stat from £1250 

Ex British Gas with 30 years experience 


safe 


rr^V. rriri yrtTrrg j ITT mTTfTffTig j 

Combi Boiler change from £950 

Specialists in Biasi / Baxi / Worcester Bosch / Vaillant Boilers plus many more 

SPECIAL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 



NATURAI & LPG GAS 
Free Quotation 7 

07961 140885 A 


. Kni g ht Gas 

” Heating & Plumbing 

Central Heating/Boilers 
Fires and Cookers 
Installation and Repair 
All Plumbing Work 
Landlords certificate 
FREE QUOTES 

Call Gary on 
0121 550 3424 or 
07715 082113 



KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 


Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 


Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 


I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories. 

Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 

FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 

Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 

Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call Ian on 
01384 412796 or 07890 894631 



Floor and Wall Tiling 


Ceramic, Porcelain and Natural Stone 
Walls • Floors • Bathrooms • Kitchens • Conservatories 
All work undertaken • Call Tony for a free quote 


0121 422 4116 / 07961 604632 


Roofing 


ALL 


Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

(D 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


ROOFING SERVICES 


• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt 
and Garage Roofs. 

- Rubberised flat roofing 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 

FREE QUOTES AVAILABLE 


Vl'LLL I^AV^U'V 



Home: 01384 872276 
Mobile: 07584 081228 



Fascias • Sof its • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07985 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 



Skip Hire 


GRINSELL’S SKIP HIRE LTD 


corners -1 

.sssgssr 

. R e-cv dedPtoduc| 


Tel: 01215556060 
Fax: 0121 555 7332 

Email: grinsellskiphire@btconnect.com 
Web: ww.grinsellskiphire.co.uk 


JC 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 
SERVICES 


Spec 

■upholste 


Jpecialists in 
oistery, Repairs and 

CONTRACT & U DOMESTIC 

No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns 
Quality Workmanship 

■b Blackheath 

0121 561 3977 daytime 
^or 0121 561 2344 evenings after 6 pmy 



Buy and 
sell with 

ClassifiedsAds 




1. Visit our 

ClassifiedAds website 

www.classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 



ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


Brought to you by Express & Star 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, January 19, 2017 
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Express & Star 


DATING 


0844 381 5936 

follow the simple instructions. You will 

also get £10 SMS CHAT CREDIT 


your ad by text 

Simply text ^^Sl lowed by your first name, date 
of birth, area and your advert (max 155 characters) 
and send Standard Network rates apply. 


YOU can now Date ONLINE or via your mobile just visit: 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


YOUR regional dating service , run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 



To Reply to members 
call: 

0906 500 3955 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company's access charge. 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


To Reply 

by text: 

TeXt... REPLY26 (leave space) box number 
(leave space) and then enter your message & send to 
80098 eg: REPLY26 123456 hi get in touch... then 
send to 80098 Successfully received messages cost 
£1.50 per SMS received (Max 160 characters). You 
must exchange 7 messages each before you can swap 
contact details. Messages may be moderated for your 
safety and security. 



Dates in YOUR region 


n left a message? 

Pickup your replies on: 

0906 500 3957 


calls cost £1.55 per min plus 
your phone company's access 
charge. 


THE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet you., visit.. http://dating.expressandstar.oom 


Single Women 


FEMALE, 66 yrs old, looks young, loves to 
laugh, n/s, who is genuine, caring and just 
wants to be loved again. Text only. Mailbox: 
5750819 ® 

KATIE 35yrs, slender well educated brunette 
seeks no strings mutual pleasure with gent 
40+ Must be discreet, married or single. 
ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3003 Box 419673 
MARIE, very attractive curvy widow, longing 
for romance, seeking country-loving male 
with old-fashioned values for lots of TLC. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 425599 ® 
JANE, young 41, very broadminded seeks 
chap any age for discreet no strings fun, any 
age, no time wasters ACA. Tel: No: 0906 515 
3011 Box:409715 

SUE 38yrs enjoys most things, meals in/out, 
easygoing, broadminded, passionate, slightly 
feisty, looking for adult fun, call me if your in¬ 
terested in spicing things up. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 425587® 

SOPHIA young 40yrs, married but bored, 
seeks discreet adult fun, any area, all calls 
answered. Tel: 0906 515 3019 Box: 413399 
ROZ, 43, tactile, sensual, loves to dress up, 
and wear heels, seeks genuine caring male. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 425597 ® 


It’s cheaper now to refresh your love life onlirie! 

Unlimited use for just £19.95 per month 

VISIT: http://dating.expressandstar.com 


rj 


Follow us 

on ragtag 

@DATEIocally 


STACY 28yr old gorgeous brunette with 
buxom figure, intelligent and sensual, WLTM 
genuine male to get to know for fun dates and 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
4254571 

MELINDA, 52yrs, attractive and broad 
minded seeking chap any age for some fun. 
Text only Mailbox: 4131946® 

SARAH, 41, dizzy blonde, blue eyes, loves 
to dance seeks affectionate, hunky, fun male 
to make her laugh and brighten up her day. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 425413 ® 
JOSIE. sexy black lady, 52yrs seeks adult 
times with concerning gent, any age, discreet 
clean, womanly figure. Text only Mailbox: 


SHARON 36yr old single mum looking for 
loving guy who will appreciate me and help 
repair my broken heart. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425283 ® 


LOUISE, 29, curvy red haired female, been 
hurt in the past seeks male to buy her flowers 
and mend her broken heart. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 425041 ® 


JULIE, 53yrs, tall, slim, dark haired lady, so¬ 
ciable and fun loving, new to the area so 
WLTM men friends for fun, maybe more. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 424497® 


YOUNG looking Indian female, 40, enjoys 
meals in/out, good company and conversa¬ 
tion, looking for likeminded male. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 425493 ® 


SHELLEY slim N/S 40's female who likes the 
simple things in life so no big gestures re¬ 
quired, seeking loyal loving male for hopeful 
LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425253 $ 

SANDRA, smart, sophisticated lady young 
looking 60s, genuine and kind seeks gent 
with GSOH, looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 424671 ® 

HELEN, mid 50’s naughty lady seeks some 
fun times with gent any age. ACA. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 424493 ® 


LYN, 47, curvy quiet sensitive brunette but 

with a wild side. It could be exciting to know 

me! Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425013 | 


SEXY brunette 39, petite, brown eyes, seeks 
energetic discreet guy for no strings fun and 
friendship. Age/status unimportant. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 424451 ® 


KAREN, 47, an attractive blue-eyed redhead, 
curvy size 16, likes films, football, pubs, read¬ 
ing, seeking likeminded male for nights in/out, 
hopefully more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:425057® 

JULIE attractive 35yr old female with a great 
body, looking for no strings attached evening 
meets. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425037® 


EMILY, mature well educated lady, blonde 
and smart and broadminded seeks gent any 
age for no strings fun. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
3023 Box 421375 


ANNABELLE, sophisticated 28yrs hoping to 
meet older gent for adult fun, discreet, 
sincere, genuine advertiser. Text only 
Mailbox: 4157105® 


MARY, professional mature lady, loves life, 

very sociable and fun, seeks gent for good 
conversation and happy times. All calls and 
texts answered. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:424775 ® 


MARY, passionate honest slim blue-eyed 
blonde, 39yrs, likes nights in/out, looking for 
affectionate male, any age to spend adult fun 
times. Interested? call me. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425009® 


KATHY 37, gorgeous mixed race single fe¬ 
male, 5ft 8ins, slim, sensual, just looking for 
kind, trustworthy guy any age, looks or race. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 425589 ® 

HI Gents, I’m Kelly, a down to earth lady, 
35yrs, shapely brunette, seeking someone 
with GSOH, looks unimportant, any age. 
ACA, I promise! Tel: 0906 515 3027 Box 
423035 I 

JACKIE, 56yrs, attractive lady who is lots of I 

fun seeks like-minded gent for nights in, days I 
out and much much more. Tel No: 0906 500 I 
3955 Box No: 424491 ® 

NAUGHTY curvy 46yr old lady, outgoing and I 

bubbly with a naughty side and lots of banter, I 
WLTM chap 30+. If you are married even I 
better. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3015 Box 424543 
SUE, 60s lady, calling all gents who seek a 
mature solvent stylish lady, I can wine and 
dine you, you will have a nice time, call or text 
me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
424781® 

SARAH, 39yrs, married, seeking chap for no 
strings intimate times. Special friendship, 
mutual respect. Give me a call. Tel: 0906 515 
3031 Box 408291 

JAN 41, fed up of sitting at home every week¬ 
end watching TV alone. Feel the same and 
looking for love? please contact me. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 425497 ® 

TAMIKA, mature black beauty, hourglass 
figure and open minded. Pis call if you are 
discreet, broad minded and nice. I can travel 
and accommodate. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3007 
Box 422365 

AMANDA, slim blonde, 50s seeks discreet 
gent for special times, mutually beneficial to 
us both. Call now. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 425327 ® 


VIKKI 32yr old active female, confident, fit, 
loves night outs, looking for similar assertive 
male. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425453 " 


EILEEN mid 60s seeks gent 50s-60s for 
friendship, possibly much more. ACA. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 425341 ® 
LINDA, 48yrs attractive brunette seeks gent 
for laughter, wining dining. Age unimportant. 
ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425337 " 



JUST STRAIGHT FORWARD 
AND SIMPLE DATING. 
IT’S NEVER BEEN EASIER! 

ab 


.._3s received £1.50. Text STOP to 89990 to exit at any time Minimum 7 messages must be sent 

before contact details can be exchanged This service is not computer generated. Messages are responded 
to by realservice users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to chose a public 
space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. 


WANTED gent 50-76 for cosy nights in, good 
times, call or text me, you won’t be sorry. I’m 
attractive and have lots to offer. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 425339 ® 


LOVING lady, romantic and tactile seeks like- 
minded gent for special times, lets make each 
other feel special. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 425325® 


RAPID 

MATCI 


3N 


CAROL petite brunette, 38yrs, romantic, af¬ 
fectionate, outgoing, seeks similar sensual 
male for nice times together. Any age/looks. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 425395 ® 


ATTRACTIVE Caribbean lady 59yrs, very 

jolly and fun seeking gent any age who must 
love good times. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425323 ® 


LADY, looking for a mature, caring, loving 
gentleman, 55-70, to enjoy the finer things of 
life with and to be my best friend. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 425309 ® 


ANDREA, 43, slim with long dark hair, blue 

eyes, loves to dance seeks romantic man to 
share intimate moments in or out. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 425221 ® 


Simply tel ui you* jgc *rd 

Irx .itKri «nri #r I rrvrtc h 

you immedkitey 

v tM 0906 500 5757 



JEAN, mature lady, genuine with many hob¬ 
bies, slim, blonde and attractive. WLTM in¬ 
teresting gent with GSOH, must be cheerful, 
looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 424675 ® 

KATHERINE, 28, tall, slim, dark, blue eyed 
female with many interests, OHAC, WLTM in¬ 
teresting male for dates, and more. Single 
dad welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 425287® 

TRACY, 41, outgoing sun worshiper, OHAC, 
employed, looking for her Prince Charming to 
enjoy romantic holidays and good times to¬ 
gether. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425257 ® 


CAROL, mid 50s lady, young at heart, attrac¬ 

tive and sexy (so I’m told)! Give me a call if 
you are a gent with GSOH. ACA. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 424783 ® 


DONNA, 42, bright bubbly blue eyed blonde 
looking for someone to enjoy life and love to 
the full with. Call me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 424873 ® 

RETIRED happy, caring, attractive female, 
likes gardening, travel, animals, comedy, 
seeks tall, funny, kind chap, Shropshire. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 411459 
SUZANNA, 45, lonely beautiful classy 
French lady looking for happy decent reliable 
very sexy man for lots of TLC and good 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
424847 ® 

SARAH, young looking curvy 41 yr old fe¬ 
male, bored with everyday routines, WLTM 
up for some fun discreet and extremely 
broadminded younger male. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 424827 ® 

DEBBIE, 50, petite blonde looking for some 
fun and adventure with similar fun loving ma¬ 
ture male. Looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 424799 ® 

CALL or text me, I’m Claire, single, 41 yrs 
loves life to the full, hoping you will contact 
me if you want a genuine fun time. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 424779 ® 

SARAH, mature feminine lady, kind caring 
but still has a sensual side, hoping to meet 
like minded, confident, non smoking gent 
with GSOH, looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 424777 ® 

JANE 40's, blonde blue-eyed petite build, 
WLTM understanding discreet tall, caring 
man for daytime meets. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 424769 ® 

ANDREA, 43, slim with long dark hair, blue 
eyes, loves to dance seeks romantic man to 
share intimate moments in or out. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 424747 ® 
PROFESSIONAL lady, mid 60s, interests in¬ 
clude gardening, theatre, walking, days out 
and travelling, animal lover, looking for a pro¬ 
fessional gentleman, kind and caring, intel¬ 
lectual and outgoing, with gosh, for friendship 
possibly more, in the Stafford area. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 424569 
HI I'm Ellie, 39, pretty, funny, great figure, 
OHAC/child, have everything apart from a 
man, WLTM someone I wanna be with, not 
have to be. Call me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 424635 ® 


HEATHER, 48, well travelled solvent brunette 
looking to share a large glass of wine and 
whatever follows with affectionate man friend. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 424429 ® 
TERRI, attractive young looking 29yrs, long 
legged sporty seeking nice man to fall in love 
with, up to 45yrs. If that's you pis call, you 
have nothing to lose. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 424377 ® 

SUSAN, 43, pretty green eyed brunette look¬ 
ing for an interesting attractive man who 
would understand my wicked sense of hu¬ 
mour. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
424381® 

JOY attractive Asian female 37, loves to 
dance, looking for older English gent to teach 
me some new steps, fall in love with, spoil, 
pamper and make feel very special. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 424255 ® 

WENDY, 44yrs, dark haired beauty with blue 
eyes and a fab figure. WLTM gent any age, 
give me a call and I promise to call you back, 
or text/email. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 424339® 

Single Men 

SEMI retired business man, early 60s, slim, 
well travelled, fit, tanned, good looking, 
solvent and very discreet, WLTM female, 35- 
55, for daytime fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 425183 

IAN, 5ft8, medium build, OHAC, late 50s, 
likes most things, holidays, gardening, 
motorbikes, WLTM similar aged lady, 50-60, 
with nice personality. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 421345 

GARY, 46, 5ft10, blue eyes, GSOH, likes 
football, quiet nights in, nights out, cinema, 
walking, travelling, looking for a likewise 
woman, 35-50, bubbly and fun loving with a 

GSOH. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425441® 

I'M Andy, 52, looking for a lady, 50-65, for 
long term relationship, so text me and lets 
see what happens. Text only. Mailbox: 
5396692 ® 

MATURE male, 50, medium-build, varied in¬ 
terests, seeks true Christian female, 35-45, 
who enjoys evenings in and dining out, for 
friendship or possibly more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419283 
ATTRACTIVE male, 58, seeks adventurous 
female, 50-70, for close fun. Any status or 
size. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425535 

DAN 46, easy going chap WLTM a lady 40+ 
for an uncomplicated discreet friendship with 
on strings fun. Discretion guaranteed. Text 
only. Mailbox: 5595608® 

WELL made broad male, 5ft lOins, medium 
build, looking for some adult fun with lovely 
sexy lady, possible LTR or friends with bene¬ 
fits. Text only. Mailbox: 5321154 ® 


IRISH gent, 66, GSOH, n/s, wishes to meet 
lady, North Birmingham area, for friendship. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 425269 ® 
JAMES, 59, 5ft11, average build, WLTM a 
Christian lady, 60-70, for companionship. 
Hope to hear from you. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425227 ® 

IRISH male, 62, 5ft 9ins, GSOH, independ¬ 
ent, seeks genuine female for friendship ini¬ 
tially. Birmingham area. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 403623 
MALE 63, widower, Irish, GSOH, tall, inde¬ 
pendent, seeks special lady. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 409243 
MALE 65, GSOH, seeks female for friendship 
and companionship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 418389 

TOM, 32, slim, attractive, own home, likes to 
eat out and in, WLTM honest, kind girl for ten¬ 
der, loving care and fun times. No time- 
wasters please. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:424929 ® 

JAY, attractive, 6ft2, single father, loves a 
laugh and a giggle, looking for a lady for 
evenings out, company and maybe more. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 424303 ® 
CHRIS, 49yrs honest gent seeks lady 45-55 
for socialising, friendship, maybe leading to 
romance. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425345 ® 

PETER, sincere solvent gent 70s seeks lady 
to wine dine, foreign travel, all expenses paid. 
I would love a traveling companion. Genuine 
advertiser. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425343 ® 



BIG is beautiful is larger is lovelier, Steve 58, 
seeking broadminded, adventurous BBW for 
fun times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
412031 

MALE, 64, single, n/s, likes music, films, driv¬ 
ing, nights in, dining out, trips, WLTM lady, 
50-70, looks unimportant, for friendship and 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
424927 ® 

CARING male, 55, N/S, medium build, likes 
meals out, music, cinema, sports, driving, 
seeks female, 40-60 for friendship. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 239148 
HONEST male, 60s, N/S, GSOH, car owner, 
seeks female, 55-70 for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416817 

MALE, 63, caring, easygoing, N/S seeks fe¬ 
male 50-70 for friendship and romance. 
Looks unimportant. Likes occasional drink, 
eating in/out, cinema and driving. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 418893 
CHRISTIAN male 51, seeking Christian fe¬ 
male, 35-45 for friendship, possibly more. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 423747 ® 

ANY mature women over 60 seeking adult 
fun - this attractive male 58 will cater for your 
needs, any size or status. Text only. Mail¬ 
box: 5410860® 

MALE, 59, 5ft2, dark hair, looking for a lady, 
50-60, to share the good things in life. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 424759 
WIDOWER, 60s, GSOH, n/s, likes places of 
interest, country walks, cats and dogs, music, 
theatre and cinema, still looking for a lady, 
around 55-65, for companionship, ACA. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 424709 
ATTRACTIVE, tall, dark, professional male, 
50, GSOH, easygoing, enjoys sport, socialis¬ 
ing, good company, looking to meet attractive 
female for fun, adventure and take things 
from there. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
424563 

59YR old male, likes country walks, pub 
lunches, seeks lady for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
424685 ® 

MALE 50 seeks mature, home loving lady, 60 
plus who enjoys cosy nights in. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 424683 ® 

MARTIN trustworthy, warm hearted, loving, 
reliable male, 45, 6ft, medium build, young at 
heart, GSOH, seeks female, 50-60 for friend¬ 
ship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 424681 ® 

MARK 48, slim, fit, GSOH, looking for loyal 
partner for LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 424679® 


SSSf—Sa/SS Gay Singles 


MALCOLM, 60 something gent, own hair and 
teeth, GSOH, genuine and Kind WLTM sin¬ 
cere lady to wine and dine. Please call. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 425335 ® 
PROFESSIONAL gent, 44yrs, tall, attractive 
and genuine. Seeks genuine feminine lady 
for genuine romance. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425333 ® 

PIERS, 56yrs, romantic gent WLTM lady to 
wine, dine, spoil. I’m kind, caring, generous 
pis call me. Single mums welcome. ACA. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 425331 ® 
GENUINE gentleman, family minded, kind, 
generous seeks lady 55-75 for wining, dining 
and wine and laughter. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425329 ® 


THELMA, 59, slim, petite and Afro 
Caribbean, GSOH, trustworthy, honest and 
very caring, leave me your details if that 
sounds good to you! Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 425195® 


DIVORCED female, attractive, sensual by 
nature, OHAC, bored with own company, 
looking to make life a little more exciting with 
likeminded man. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:424591® 


MATURE male, 50, medium-build, varied in¬ 
terests, seeks true Christian female, 35-45, 
who enjoys evenings in and dining out, for 
friendship or possibly more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419283 


Customer support 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


THAI female 39, very beautiful, petite and self 
sufficient, loves cooking and home making, 
looking for caring, kind man/single dad. 
Please call me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:425191® 

CHRISTINE, 40, attractive slim sporty 
brunette seeks fit well built male. Call me let’s 
see what the future brings. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425061 ® 

AMANDA, 36, tall, slim, busty brunette seeks 
man, any age, any area, for discreet daytime 
fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418117 


PATRICIA, 50s, solvent female, tactile, fun, 

likes to travel, seeks tall, easygoing mature 
male to enjoy all the good things in life with. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 424553 ® 
BARBARA, 36, slim blonde, likes music, 

sport, the outdoors, quiet nights in etc, WLTM 
kind honest gent to share interests and get to 
know me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
424549 ® 

ANGELA, 48yrs, seeks male companion for 
nights out, dining, maybe more. ACA or text 

me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
424495 ® 


CHRISTIAN male 51, seeking Christian fe¬ 

male, 35-45 for friendship, possibly more. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 423747 ® 


WIDOWER, 60s, honest, trustworthy, GSOH, 
likes country walks, shows, nights in, restau¬ 
rants etc, WLTM a partner to share interests. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 425157 
LONELY male seeks partner for company 
and maybe LTR. GSOH and very caring. 
Copd sufferer but still likes to enjoy life. Text 
only. Mailbox: 4310699® 


MATURE male, 70s, tall, retired, recovering 

alcoholic, WLTM someone understanding, 
maybe in the same situation for friendship 
and mutual support. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:425263 

YOUNG looking 63 year old male, GSOH, 
friendly, considerate, attractive, looking for a 
naughty female, any age/status, for adult fun 
and friendship. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:425243 ® 


DAVE, 54, 5ft10, medium build, easy going, 
happy, looking for an attractive, loving and 
caring female, 45-65, for friendship and rela¬ 
tionship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
423073 ® 

YOUNG 70 widower, fit, lonely, 5ft 11 ins, list, 
likes drives, walks, DIY, meals out, gardening, 
smoker, looking for lady to spend life with. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 424687 ® 


Join our Gay online 
service FREE visit: 
localgaydate. co.uk 


GAY feminine female with GSOH WLTM gay 
feminine females for friendship, possible re¬ 
lationship. Text only. Mailbox: 5631357® 
MATURE bi male, looking for younger com¬ 
pany, fun and good times. Can accommo¬ 
date. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425127® 

JONNY, 24yrs, gay curious, not sure what to 
do, older men pis call me and help me 
understand. Text only Mailbox: 4086857 ® 
MALE, 58, seeks older male, 70-80, for adult 
fun, married welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425473 ® 

PAUL, 50, Birmingham area, looking to meet 
up for fun times, maybe relationship with a 
guy, 25-70, can accommodate. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 425487 ® 

MATURE bi xd looking for a mature gay or bi 
male in the B’ham area. Cannot accommo¬ 
date. ACA. Text only. Mailbox: 4758692 ® 
BOYISH male, 5ft7, smooth, cultured, pas¬ 
sive, likes arts, animals, Mediterranean 
lifestyle, seeks active, tall, funny man for LTR. 
Shropshire/London/anywhere. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 424973 ® 



CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING 

STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. 
Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details 
to people you have not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA 
PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, RH16 3EG, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from 
our national database and from our pdc app, your ad may also appear on our dating app. wc. 16/01/17 































































































































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 
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Leisure Time 


Home & Services 


Pets & Animals 


Business & Farming 


Property 


8 Motoring 


Local Information 


10 Personals 


FreeAds 



- 

Place a paid for advert 

© 

L " 

By Phone 01902 317878 

8.30am - 5.30pm Mon - Fri. 

Closed Sat/Sun and Bank Holidays 



Online 

bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 




In person 


At your local Express & Star Office. 
Cancel/amend, call before 3.00pm 
Monday - Friday for the next day’s 
advertisement or also before 3.00pm 
Friday for Monday’s advertisement. 


funeral directors 


N.E.DOWNING 
(Blackheath) Ltd 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Halesowen 
0121422 2794 


www.nedowning.co.uk 


Family 


HSL LINTON PETITE electric oper¬ 
ated dual riser / recliner chair, 14 
months old, as new. £400 ono. 
07973 626820. 

MOBILITY SCOOTER New unused, 
bargain, half price £350. 

01384 413306. 


can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


IWC PRADA WATCH 
LIMITED EDITION 

Box and papers. Excellent 
working order, slight scracth on 
case. 

£2,495 or exchange for Rolex 
explorer with cash difference. 

0121 5206534. 


Leisure 

Time 


TURBO TRAINER wanted, must be 
in good condition and reasonably 
priced. 01902 670017. 


We Want Your 
Motorhome 

Finance Cleared 
Fast Secure Payment 
Top Prices Paid 

Please Call 

AEG on 01384 848439 or 
Lee Jinks on 07740 895448 
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 


AVONDALE ARGENTE 480/2 

2007, two berth, very good con¬ 
dition, fully equipped to tour 
with, extras including genera¬ 
tor, tracker and Truma Mover. 

£ 2,000 

01902 737641/07831 433162 


BRIC-A-BRAC FAIR 
Sunday 22nd January 
Next Sale: 12th February 
KINVER COMMUNITY 
CENTRE 
DY76ER 
10.30am - 4pm 
Tel: 01384 894464 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 





caravan parks 


LUXURY HOLIDAY HOME for Sale 
on 5* Park, DG, CH, bar & restau¬ 
rant. Child & pet friendly, 20 acres 
walking woodland £24,995 inc 
2017 site fees Call 01568 708 326. 



markets 


BESCOT 

SUNDAY MARKET 
OPEN EVERY SUNDAY 

Banks’s Stadium, Walsall FC 
WS1 4SA, FREE PARKING, J9 M6 
07889 975701 All hard standing 


A 


Home & 
Services 


AS NEW leather 2 seater, tan / brown 
settee, in excellent condition. Cost 
£800, bargain, sell £100. 

Call Sarah 07583 674268. 



CHESTERFIELD 

Chesterfield 3 seater and 2 
seater Oxblood Red sofas cost 
£2000.00 Need a Quick Sale 
will accept £895.00 can get 
delivered call Glenn 

£895 ono 

07398185593 


DOUBLE LIGHT oak headboard, 
from John Lewis, as new, modern 
style, £65 o.n.o. 07813 689769. 

MEMORY FOAM mattress, double, 
still wrapped, easycare, cost, £250, 
sell £160 ono. 07521 857432. 

OLD CHARM BOOKCASE, six 
shelves, dark oak, genuine, £300. 

Telephone 07866 319501. 

TOP QUALITY Green leather three 
and two seater settees, solid oak 
frame, nice conditon, £200 o.n.o. 
07887 891754. 


ALL GOLD 9CT £300 PER OUNCE 
CASH PAID TODAY 

No amount is too small 
A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester Moorcroft 
•Lladro • Old coins 

• WATCHES • COSTUME JEWELLERY 
• Diamonds and Gold Coins • Clocks • Paintings 
•ALL SILVER* All Oriental Items 
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


A BEST CASH PRICE 


FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby/Bachmann/Bowmans/ 
Roundhouse/Graham/Farsh/ 
any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

01384 836219/07891 713547 
thetrainmaster67 @ 
hotmail.com 


ALL COLLECTABLES from wars 
wanted by collector, medals, 
helmets, swords etc, Genuine 
prices paid. 07511 500337. 

READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 

SPECTRUM GAMES Wanted, plus 
any Spectrum 128k+2 computer 
wanted also any old Crash maga¬ 
zines wanted. 01902 892918. 


KENSINGTON GAS fire, in black, 
hardly used, £60. 

01902 784051. 


LEATHER SETTEE 

2 seater coffee colour, excellent 
condition, £100 ono. 
Flame effect dimplex electric 
fire, as new, £90 ono. 
Fridge freezer, Zanussi, good 
working order, £50 ono. 
039333. 



alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


aerials 


WMisisaTsam 






B v/sa| 

B 


OlM«i 


CLASSIFIEDS 

DELIVERS 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 


Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


building services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry 

All aspects of building work including: 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts offered. 

01902 579592 / 07837 994465 




building supplies 


QUALITY DOORS AND HARD¬ 
WOOD FLOORING @ low prices. 
Call Arnold Laver 0121 533 5428. 


carpentry & 
joinery 


B&S Joinery 


Six internal pre-primed doors fully fitted 
from £350. External, Upvc, and fire doors. 
All aspects of carpentry undertaken. 

Family run 30 years experience 
07958 552625, 0121 5322672 


BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 

and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 



Classified Ids 


fencing 


j 




SPECIAL OFFER 

6x5 Heavy Duty Lap Panels 

£12.95 each 

Fitting service available oi 


0121 531 5250/07866137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm A 
Sat 8am -12noon d 
83 Portway Rd, W'bury ” 


gas fitting 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


house clearances 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


plastering 


M & S PLASTERING & BUILDING 

Services. Home/Garden Improve¬ 
ments.Mark or Sara: 07741 770897 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943. 


removals 


CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 

CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 

Removals, clearances, large/small. 
01902 741546, 07899 635852. 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


skip hire 


CLASSIFIEDS 

DELIVERS 



“Thanks to 
our Classified 
advertising in the 
Express & Star we 
are really busy! 

It definitely 
works for us!” 

Grinsells Skip Hire. 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery laster than a phone call!!! 
Open 7 days a week 


LI 


07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 



AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs, Plasma, LED etc, 
CCTV cameras supplied & fitted. 
Any area. Free Estimates. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. Wall 
mounts/TV setups. 07850 330251. 


Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


Handsome long legged Staffie 
boy, 3 years old, white with tan 
patches. 

Chop is a very friendly dog and 
is good with most other dogs. 

A responsible home is needed 
for him where someone would 
be at home most of the day, as 
he does suffer from separation 
anxiety. 

Please call 01384 252158. 
www.dogsamaritans.org.uk 


KIND HOMES WANTED 
PEGGY - 1 year old Border 
Collie. 

JOEY - 18 month old Tri 
coloured Collie. 

KAI - 18 month Collie, tri 
coloured. 

PHANTOM - 3 year old mostly 
white Border Collie. 
BOBBY - 14 year old young, 
very handsome Collie. 
SCAMPY - 7 year old lovely 
little Jack Russell. 

01588 676106. 
www.dogsamaritans.org.uk 


SALLY Affectionate 12 year old cat 
looking for a new home, after owner 
passed away before Christmas, 
suit older persons. 07847 360784. 


Express & Star 


THIS SPACE 


COULD BE 


PR0M0T I NG 


BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 
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ClassifiedAds 


01902 317878 | classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 

I N 


5 

Business & 


Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 




6 

Property 





A FURNISHED studio flat for single 
mature person, £365pcm, inc all 
bills. W-ton 07957 595840. No Dss. 


NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

ONE BEDROOM flat, £400pcm. 
Pritchard Avenue. Dss accepted, 
ref’s required. 0121 2969866. 
SMART ROOMS in shared house. 
Netherton, from £85 pwk Single, 
£95 pwk DBL inc bills. No DSS. 
07970 717139 or 07940 116130. 
TWO BED HOUSE off Cannock Rd, 
Woden Rd DG, CH, £450pcm, flex¬ 
ible contracts. 07415 141926. 


properties wanted 


WE PAY 100% of purchase price 

a- 


BLACK 

COUNTRY 

HOMES 


Sell your HOUSE-SIMPLE 

You agree the price, we buy the house. 

• NO AGENTS FEES I COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU ™ 

• FREE SOLICITORS • ANY HOUSE, ANY CONDITION y” 



CASH NOW 


FOR YOUR • Legal Fees Paid 

UflllCC' NoFees 

■ I U U O E • Any Condition 


• Guaranteed Offer WecanJ 
buy your/ 
house in f 


°p en 24 h ° urs 



a day 7 days a week subject to terms 


Need to sell your 
home fast? 

We can help you all 
make a fresh start C0IV 


Purchase Agreed Within 

7 PAYS 


With solutions to suit... 
you can clear your debts 
and make a fresh start 


ALL CIRCUMSTANCES CONSIDERED 
COMPLETE ON DATE TO SUIT 
FREE VALUATION AND LEGALS 
FREE FRIENDLY ADVICE 
LOCAL COMPANY 


MARION PROPERTY SOLUTIONS 


WHY NOT CALL US TODAY 
0121 405 0797 OUR LINES ARE OPEN 24/7 


*Terms and 
Conditions apply 



For great business results call 

01902 319191 


CLASSIFIEDS 
DELIVERS 
RESULTS 


“I am really pleased with 
the response 
I get from my Classified 
Advertising!” 


Paul Westwood - Home Cash Buyer 


Classified ds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


ft 



hr 




For great business results call 

01902 319191 


CLASSIFIEDS 
DELIVERS 
RESULTS 

“We have been advertising 
in the Express & Star 
and Chronicles for over 
20 years and consider it a 
key part of our business 
with the regular flow 
of calls, which our 
advertising generates.” 
Black Country Homes 

ClassifiedJMs 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


IT'S FREE, IT'S EASY 

*Advertise any item FREE up to the value of £250 
go to: www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 




Freeds 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 

I N 


7 

Jobs 





MALE AGED 45 seeks employment. 
Experienced in sales, admin etc, 
own transport. Contact 07891 
433942. 



MITSUBISHI LANCER 

08 reg. 

Automatic, MoT June 2017, 


70,000 miles, air con. 
Excellent condition. 

£895. 

Telephone 0121 291 3103. 


IMMACULATE 


PEUGEOT 207 

1,6HDi.S, 2010, black, 
long MoT. 

cheap tax and to run. 
£1,495. 



Motoring 




bold 


07486 570018. 



SUZKI IGNIS 


55 reg, automatic, 1 owner from 
new, 10 months MoT, drives 
like new, good condition, 
any trial 

£895. 

07540 474922. 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


FORD KA 

05 reg, 11 months MoT, s/h, 
c/I, 73,000 miles, very good 
condition. 

Ideal first car. 

£550. 


MUST BE SEEN 


VAUXHALLCORSA 
1.4 BREEZE 

S Reg. 5 door. Hatchback. 
E/W. C/L. PAS. Silver. 

MoT Nov 17. 

Radio cassette player. 
64,000 miles. 

Nice tidy car. 

£595 ono. 

01562 752815. 


1ST TO SEE 
WILL BUY 


VAUXHALL CORSA DESIGN 


07976 293994. 



2005 reg, silver. 
51,000 miles, long MoT, 

Bargain £895. 


52 plate, 2.0, immaculate 
condition, 59,000 miles, Jaguar 
FSH from new, metallic grey, 
one owner, MoT’d, two keys. 

£1,495 

07867 685569. 



07913 981460. 



LSG)K 

FORD FIESTA ZETEC 


2012,23,000 miles, 3 door, only 
used as second car, showroom 
condition, alloys etc, as new. 


9 months MoT. 


£3,100. 


65,000 miles. 

£895 ono. 

Telephone 07973 282911 
or 01902 688615. 



2004, silver, 
part service history, 
MoT, 

excellent condition. 

£950. o.n.o. 
07976 645763. 


07833 076209. 



LANDROVER DISCOVERY 
TD5 ES PREMIUM 


Auto 2002, metallic blue, 1 
previous owner, low miles, 
FSH, MoT, RR Alloys with AT 
tyres, full electric leather, every 
extra fitted, genuine tidy 
vehicle. 

£6,650 ono 
07971 284856 or 
01746 861841. 


KIA SEDONA LE 3.0 
MPV DIESEL 

04/54, two owners, roof rails, 
60,000 miles, fsh, cam belt 
replaced, MoT September 
2017, RCL, EW, factory dvd, 
tow bar, privacy windows, 

£1,900. 

07518 327271 Kidderminster. 


LOOK 

MINI COUPE 

1.6, 04 plate, 
lady owner. 

FSH, MoT. 

Mint condition. 

£ 2000 . 

07516 660557 


IMMACULATE 


NISSAN MICRA 
3 DOOR 

2010 Reg. 
60,000 miles. 
Good MoT. 
Immaculate condition. 
One owner. 

Red. 

£2,495. 

07486 578439. 



NISSAN NOTE 


blue, radio, CD, Bluetooth, full 
service history, 2008 reg 1.4 
engine. MoT March 2017, alloy 
wheels, 105,000 miles, 
all electric, Air con, ABS, 

Very good condition. 

£2,000 ono. 

07950 727297 


VAUXHALL CORSA LIFE 1.0 


59 plate, red, 3-dr, 51,000 
genuine miles, long MoT, veiy 
nice condition, 1st to see will 
buy, absolute bargain. 


£2,795 ono 


Part exchange may be 
considered. 

07985 588532. 



WANTED, CLASSIC Cars. Private 
cash buyer.Instant cash settle¬ 
ment. Any age. Any condition. 

01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 



RENAULT MASTER LWB VAN 

2005, low mileage, new gear box. 
£2,800. 

07984 269585. 

VAUXHALL ASTRA Sportive van, 
silver, 04 reg, alloy wheels, excel¬ 
lent condition. Bargain £895. 

07913 981460. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 


Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 


Oldbury Area. 



alan reed cars 


Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 


CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 


Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 



Local 

information 



LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 
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ATTRACTIVE lonely Female 
seeking broadminded males within 
a 20 mile radius. 01902 489 181. 


FEMALE 55 

Looking for Male companion 
only, for nights in and around 
Wolverhampton. Must have 
own car. Genuine replies only. 

Box Number P20675, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


PRESENTABLE SINCERE 
GENTLEMAN 

solvent, own home and car, 
seeks genuine, honest, smart 
lady, 60 - 72, who enjoys dining, 
days out, theatre, pleasant 
company to enjoy life. 

Box Number P20677, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


SINGLE DAD 

Aged 45 

Loving and caring. 
Seeks genuine lady for 
evenings /days out etc. 
Single Moms welcome. 

Box Number P20680, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1 ES. 



YOUNG 70’S FIT MALE 

Seeks female partner must like 
horses, down to earth, GSOH, 
aged 60-72 years to share the 
good times. 

Box Number P20679, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



CREMATION PLOT Bushbury Cre¬ 
matorium, £800. 

07807172907. 


EVER WANTED TO BE ON 
THE STAGE? 

Did you ever want the chance to 
act, write plays, be a stage 
manager or prompt, help with 
lights or sound, do front of 
house then Bloxwich Bookmark 
Players are looking for you. 
No experience required. 
Join our fun group based in 
Bloxwich. 

If you are interested and want 
to know more and meet us 
you can come along to our 
rehearsals at Bloxwich 
Library. 

Call 01922 428314. 
Email: 

bbpthetheatre@outlook.com 
or Facebook bbp. 


Buy and 
sell with 

ClassifiedsAds 




1. Visit our 

ClassifiedAds website 

www.classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 



2. Call our Classified sales 
team on 01902 317 878 

L_ J 



3. Self Serve - 
Create your own advert 
in print and online - visit: 

bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


Brought to you by Express & Star 
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And the 


winner is... the new ilO 



Latest connectivity features are all integrated At the rear the ilO is characterised by an evolved bumper design with a black inlay 


By James Parker 

The new 110 has been awarded What 
Car?’s Best City Car award for the fourth 
consecutive year. 

Steve Huntingford, What Car? editor said: 
“We have no hesitation in singling out the ilO 
as our winner: it’s cheap to buy and to run, 
comfy, and easy to drive in town. But it also 
has luxuries that you rarely get in this class, 
plus a five-year warranty. The ilO feels like a 
class above the rest, with the most room, the 
smartest interior and the smoothest engine. 
The ilO is a proper, grown-up car, not just 
a mere runaround, and that’s why it’s our 
favouritecity car.” 

The new ilO 1.2 Premium SE also won “Best 
buy for more than £10,000”. Huntingford said: 
“We recommend top-spec Premium SE trim, 
which now gets class-leading infotainment 
on a 7.0 inch touchscreen, sat-nav, Apple 
CarPlay, Bluetooth and a DAB radio. You also 
get climate control, heated seats and a heated 
steering wheel - all on a city car. The rest of 
the ilO remains as appealing as ever.” 

Tony Whitehorn, president and CEO, 
Hyundai Motor UK said “Since its launch 
in 2014, ilO has continually received praise 
from both industry and buyers alike and has 
become one of the stalwarts of our range. 

For 2017, we have introduced new ilO which 
not only introduces a fresh new look but also 
brings technology to the segment that is 
usually only found in the classes above.” 

External changes to the new il 0 include the 
first implementation of the new cascading 
grille, a feature which will define the exterior 
design of future Hyundai models. The 
redesigned front bumper also includes 
with updated LED Daytime Running Lights 


on Premium and Premium SE models. At 
the rear, the ilO is also characterised by an 
evolved bumper design with a black inlay 
and round fog lights and refreshed rear lights 
with a darker housing for a sportier look. 
Redesigned side mouldings with a new shape 
and size round off the resh profile. 

The new ilO also introduces two new safety 
technologies to the ilO range, with Lane 
Departure Warning System (LDWS) and 


Forward Collision Warning System (FCWS) 
forming the Driver Assist Pack, available as an 
option on SE, Premium and Premium SE trim. 

The new ilO also makes advanced 
technology available to more people than 
ever before. Responding to customer 
demand for simple connectivity features, the 
Premium SE includes the latest connectivity 
features, all integrated into the new seven- 
inch touchscreen navigation system. Apple 


CarPlay and Android Auto guarantee 
seamless integration, safe operation and 
mirrored functionality of mobile devices based 
on iOS or the Android operating system. In 
order to be up-to-date, the ilO Premium SE’s 
navigation system comes with a seven-year 
free subscription to LIVE Services, offering 
real-time traffic and weather conditions, points 
of interest as well as the position of speed 
cameras in countries where this is permitted 


by law. Customers do not even have to 
choose: the Premium SE is the only car in its 
class to offer Android Auto, Apple CarPlay and 
LIVE Services in a single infotainment system. 

The handling has a modified steering gear 
ratio for a more direct feel, whilst larger front 
shock absorber bump stops enhance both 
ride comfort and lower suspension noise 
transmission into the cabin. 

New il0 is available from £8,495 on the road. 


Transports 


Contract Hire 


Transporter T26 SWB Van EU6 2.0 TDI 102PS 
Startline BMT contract hire A example based on 3 
years, 10,000 mile per annum non-maintained 
Contract Hire agreement: 

On the road retail cash price 

£24,813.00 

Initial Rental Contribution 

£500.00 

Customer Initial Rental 

£1,434.00 

Total Initial Rental 

£1,934.00 

Monthly rental 

£239.00 

Excess mileage 

6p per mile 


Drive away a Transporter panel van from just £239 a month* 


Volkswagen Van Centre Shrewsbury 

Ennerdale Road 
Harlescott 
SY1 3LD 

Tel: 01743 453950 


Volkswagen Van Centre Bilston 

Trinity Road 
West Midlands 
WV14 7EF 

Tel: 01902 357230 



Commercial 

Vehicles 


Contract Hire Terms and Conditions. A At the end of the agreement the vehicle and ownership rights will stay with Volkswagen Commercial Vehicle Financial Services. 

*Plus VAT and with a customer initial rental. Business users only. Offer available for orders by 2nd April 2017 from participating Van Centres. Offers may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Further charges may apply when vehicle is returned, 
subject to the contract fair wear and tear guidelines and mileage. VAT payable at a prevailing rate. Finance subject to status. Available to 18s and over. Subject to availability. Terms and conditions apply. Accurate at time of publication [01/2017], 
Freepost Volkswagen Commercial Vehicle Financial Services. 


www.g re enhousvolks wagen.co.uk 
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Renault's first new car offers for 2017 



Two year 0 per cent finance on the new Megane Renault’s Clio has recently been refreshed and the interior enhanced 


Renault has announced a selection of 
offers that make owning a car from the 
French manufacturer even more of a 
tempting proposition. 

With a strong focus on convenience and 
affordability, Renault UK has introduced 
brand-new two-year 0 per cent APR PCP 
Selections packages. Available on new Clio, 
Captur, all-new Megane and all-new Megane 
Sport Tourer, Kadjar, all-new Scenic and 
all-new Grand Scenic, these deals offer the 
lowest monthly payments of any of Groupe 
Renault UK’s Selections PCP packages 
and, as with the brand’s other PCP offers, 
come with the added benefit of no minimum 
customer deposit. 

As an example, the ever-popular new 
Clio with its recently refreshed styling and 
enhanced interior and equipment can 
be driven from only £129 per month on a 
two-year 0 per cent APR PCP Selections 
packagel. The deal on the Play 1.2 16V 75 
version also includes a manufacturer deposit 
contribution of £850 and a customer deposit 
of £3,588. 

Additionally, Renault UK’s popular three-year 
3.99 per cent APR Selections PCP packages 
are more affordable than ever. The deposit 
contributions are now the same as those for 
similar deals over a four-year duration, with 
the additional manufacturer support working 
to lower the total amount payable and the cost 
of interest. 

Available alongside a variety of 0 per 
cent APR HP offers, the new and revised 
Selections PCP packages ensure that drivers 
enjoy even greater choice when it comes to 
financing their new Renault. 

Cash buyers also benefit from the limited 
time offers. Notably, there are sizeable 


savings across the innovative, rear-engined, 
rear-wheel drive Renault Twingo range with 
prices starting from only £7,995 for the 
Expression SCe 70 - representing a saving of 
£1,500 on the normal list price up to savings 
of £2,410 on the Dynamique S TCe 90 Auto 
which is now available from £11,395. 

Multiple cash offers are available for anyone 
considering joining the ever-increasing 
number of drivers choosing an electric vehicle 
with the multiple award-winning Renault 


Zoe in Expression Nav guise available from 
£11,995 (inc PiCG) - representing a £2,000 
customer saving. With the longest range of 
any mainstream electric vehicle - up to 250 
miles (NEDC Combined) or an estimated 186 
miles in real world conditions - the new ZOE 
Dynamique R90 Z.E 40 is now available for 
£15,845 (inc PiCG), representing a customer 
saving of £2,000. 

Alternatively, the new Zoe Dynamique R90 
Z.E 40 can be driven away available on a 


five year 0 per cent APR HP package with nil 
customer deposit and a £2,500 manufacturer 
deposit contribution. In addition to all retail 
purchases, customers will receive a free 
7kW Wall-Box home charger, making their 
ownership experience of the four-time winner 
of the What Car? ‘Best Electric Car for up to 
£20,000’ and their 2017 ‘Electric Car of the 
Year’ even more convenient. 

With the offers available on vehicles 
registered by the end of March, customers 


will save further by avoiding the changes in 
Vehicle Excise Duty that are applicable from 
April 1, 2017. By ordering and registering 
their new Renault before this date they can 
potentially enjoy three-figure savings. 

Customers will also benefit from the 
Renault 4+ warranty and Renault Assistance 
vehicle recovery scheme, which comes as 
standard with every Renault and provides 
the ultimate peace of mind for four years or 
100,000 miles. 



✓Bumper scuffs ✓Kerbed alloys 



✓Paintwork scratches ✓Dented panels 


Local: 01384 429568 
Mobile: 07500 858428 

Email us: halesowen.stourbridge@chipsaway.co.uk 

www.chipsawayhalesowenandstourbridge.co.uk 
Visit us: Unit 9 Lye Valley Industrial Estate, 
Bromley Street, Lye DY9 8HX 




ChipsAway 

Scratches and scuffs won’t dent your pocket 



Free Estimates Lifetime Guarantee Most Repairs Completed in One Day 


Special edition to mark the 
last 100 current Civic Type R 



Black Edition is expected to be a collector’s item 


Honda has unveiled a Black Edition of the Civic Type 
R. Commemorating the last of the current Civic Type 
R to come off the production line, this version is 
limited to the last 100 cars to come off the production 
line and Honda is expecting the version to become a 
true collector’s item. 

Already on their way to dealers across the country, the 
Civic Type R Black Edition features a predominantly black 
interior with red accents which add to the premium cabin 
feel, whilst the exterior is differentiated from the standard 
version by red rear wing end plates on the spoiler. 

With production of the current Civic Type R at Honda’s 
factory in Swindon now finished, the factory is gearing 
up for the next generation Civic, which goes on sale 
in March, and the new Civic Type R version, which is 
expected to hit retail forecourts in the latter half of this 
year. 

With pricing based on the existing GT model at £32,300 


OTR, Honda is expecting the Civic Type R Black Edition to 
sell out quickly. 

Billed as a ‘race car for the road’, the British built Honda 
Civic Type R is powered by the most extreme and high- 
performing Type R engine ever built. 

“The direct-injected turbocharged 2.0 litre VTEC TURBO 
petrol engine delivers outstanding power, torque and 
performance figures for the front-wheel drive hot hatch 
segment. 

“Peak power output is 310 PS at 6,500 rpm, and peak 
torque is 400 Nm at 2,500 rpm - both higher than for any 
previous Honda Civic Type R model. 

Phil Webb, head of cars at Honda UK, commented: 
“There are only going to be 2,500 of the current Civic 
Type Rs on UK roads, so the car is going to be pretty 
special as it is - but with the addition of this special limited 
run of 100 Black Editions to the product line up and 
owners will have a real collectors piece on their hands.” 

















Graham Taylor on becoming Wolves boss with chairman onathan Hayward 


Graham Taylor is awarded the OBE in 2002 


Taylor following his appointment as England manager 



Taylor signs Paul McGrath and Kent Nielsen at Villa 


intelligent, visionary 
and breath of fresh air 


IT WAS a hot day in early May, 1990, 
and Villa fans were bouncing. Literally 
bouncing. 

The final game of the season had ended in a thrill¬ 
ing 3-3 draw at Everton and Villa had finished second 
in the old First Division behind Liverpool. 

The away end at Goodison Park was shaking. It 
was the first time as a teenage fan I had felt a stand 
move beneath my feet. I was 18 and giddy with heat, 
excitement and a few pints at a pub stop just off the 
M6. 

Thousands of Villa fans had made the journey to 
Merseyside and it was the worst kept secret in foot¬ 
ball that this was Graham Taylor’s goodbye to the 
claret and blue faithful. 

We all knew he would be taking over from Bobby 
Robson after the World Cup in Italy. 

This is the man who had built Watford and taken 
them all the way from the Fourth Division to the 
First in five years and capped it with an an FA Cup 
final at Wembley. 

Plunged 

Villa, meanwhile, had gone the other way. League 
champions in 1981, European champions in 1982, 
they had plunged into the Second Division within five 
years of that glorious night in Rotterdam. 

In the darkest of times of his chairmanship, Doug 
Ellis made his shrewdest ever move. He recruited 
Taylor. The new manager was then just 42 and 
wasted no time in describing the club as ‘a shambles’ 
as he walked through the doors of Villa Park. 

He was the breath of fresh air all Villa fans had 
craved. His first season saw Villa promoted back at 
the first attempt. He brought in David Platt and Alan 
Mclnally, while midfielder Andy Gray came in from 
Crystal Palace as his more famous namesake went 
out of the door to neighbours Albion. 


SPORTING MEMORIES 


Russell Youll pays tribute 


Taylor later recounted how 
that farewell moved him to 
tears. It remains still my great¬ 
est memory as a football fan. 


Villa finished in second, going up on goal difference 
ahead of Middlesbrough. The following season, Villa 
escaped relegation by a single point. But what a sea¬ 
son followed. 

Taylor signed Paul McGrath from Manchester 
United and Villa cut a swathe through the First Divi¬ 
sion, with a classy edge provided by a reborn Gordon 
Cowans and a rampant Platt. In the end, Villa ended 
the season nine points behind champions Liverpool 
but it was a closer race than that. 

But when we boarded that bus to Goodison on May 
5,1990, we knew we were saying goodbye to Taylor as 
Villa boss, although we didn’t know then he would re¬ 
turn one day for a second spell. When the final whistle 
blew the players thanked the fans, Taylor applauded 
the supporters and left the pitch. 

But when the Goodison gates opened but not a sin¬ 
gle Villa fan left. As ‘Graham Taylor’s claret and blue 
army’ echoed around a stadium devoid of Everton 
fans, it was clear the Villans would not leave until 
Taylor returned one final time. 

It must have been some 20 minutes after the final 
whistle when he emerged. I will never forget his 
hands clasped together in triumph and thanks. Tay¬ 


lor recounted in an interview some years later how 
that farewell moved him to tears. It remains still my 
greatest memory as a football fan. For that Graham, 
I thank you. 

Taylor’s time at Wolves was fairly brief - he lasted 
little more than 18 months before he was hounded 
out by angry supporters and an impatient board. But 
it was certainly memorable. 

It was a huge coup for Wolves to land Taylor in 
March 1994. Having been vilified and castigated for 
his role as England boss, Taylor saw it as a chance to 
resurrect his career - as well as rejuvenate a sleeping 
giant, backed by Sir Jack Hayward’s millions. 

Wolves just fell short of the play-offs and then, 
armed with a warchest of £4.5m, Taylor brought in 
Tony Daley, Steve Froggatt, Neil Emblen, Don Good¬ 
man and John De Wolf. 

Four of those five players suffered serious inju¬ 
ries in 1994/95 but Taylor oversaw a truly thrilling 
campaign. Wolves scored 77 goals, the highest in the 
league and 10 more than champions Middlesbrough, 
but conceded 61 (rock-bottom Notts County let in 66). 

Injuries, and three 3-3 draws in six games, meant 
Wolves had to settle for the play-offs again - and Bol¬ 
ton’s John McGinlay crushed their dreams. 

The next season started badly and Taylor was 
forced to resign amid supporter protests. 

Despite his regrets at not being able to complete 
the job, he would always speak fondly of Wolves. And 
those fans (and Jonathan Hayward) who forced him 
out would concede he departed too soon, especially 
when watching Taylor take Watford to the top flight 
in 1999. 

Taylor’s legacy was laying the foundations for the 
club’s youth scheme and a training ground of their 
own. He demanded they move to Compton. He also 
later convinced his Watford protege Kenny Jackett 
to take the Wolves job. Another wise decision from a 
deeply intelligent football visionary. 



Taylor, flanked by new signings John de Wolf and Don Goodman at Molineux in 1994 


Graham Taylor arrives at Villa Park in 1987. He transformed the club he described as a ‘shambles’ on arrival 
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SPORTS DESK 01902 319531 


CHRON.SPORT@EXPRESSANDSTAR.CO.UK 


Promotion 
hopes come 
to the four 

CUP heroes Stourbridge have put them¬ 
selves well in the mix for promotion from 
the Evo-Stik League Premier Division 
thanks to two successive 4-0 victories. 

Gary Hackett’s side were superb as 
they blew away bottom-of-the-table Skel- 
mersdale on Saturday with a stunning 
first-half display. 

Full-back Kristian Green broke from 
the halfway line and let fly with a spec¬ 
tacular 25-yard shot, which struck the 
underside of the bar on its way in. 

The league’s top scorer Luke Benbow 
swivelled to fire home his 16th of the sea¬ 
son before a Dylan Smith own goal made 
it three. Matt Dodd set up Chris Lait for 
the fourth. 

Skelmersdale’s misery was complete 
when Smith was sent off after picking 
up two yellow cards. 

Strike duo Benbow and Jordan Archer 
bagged a brace each as the Glassboys 
beat Mickleover Sports by the same 
scoreline on Tuesday night. 

After dominating from the outset, it 
came as no surprise when they opened 
the scoring on 14 minutes. Kayleden 
Brown wriggled free on the right and 
cut back for Tom Tonks to have a shot 
blocked but Benbow was on hand to bun¬ 
dle home the rebound. 

A somewhat inevitable second arrived 
on 26 minutes when Duggan headed a 
Tonks corner back across goal and Stu¬ 
art Pierpoint nodded down for Archer to 
guide into corner while on the turn. 

Two goals in seven minutes followed 
after the break. Matt Dodd’s shot from 
the edge of the box was charged down 
but broke kindly for Archer to curl a 20- 
yard effort into Jamie Green’s top left 
corner. Then Benbow left the home cus¬ 
todian with no chance with a swerving 
25-yard free-kick. 

Meanwhile, centre-half Dan Scarr, 
aged 22, has been on trial at both Albion 
and Birmingham. Boss Hackett said: 
“Dan’s been playing really well lately 
and it’s no surprise one or two people 
are taking notice.” 

Boxing clever as 
improvements to 
club are completed 

IMPROVEMENT works at Dudley’s 
Priory Park Boxing Club have finished, 
thanks to more than £19,000 worth of 
funding from Cory Environmental Trust 
in Britain. 

The club was in need of an upgrade to 
its original building in order to bring it 
up to modern standards. The plan was 
to create a functional training room that 
could be used by club members as well as 
the wider community. 

Priory Park approached CETB for 
£19,547 to purchase new equipment to 
deliver a functional training programme 
for a range of people from a variety of 
backgrounds. The equipment can be 
used by those with disabilities, as well as 
able-bodied community members. 

Boxing club chairman Paul Gough 
said: “We are delighted with the im¬ 
provements that have been made to the 
club, and the new equipment we’ve had 
installed will be beneficial to individuals 
from all walks of life.” 


Farewell to an Albion 'unsung hero' 



Brian Whitehouse 


TRIBUTES have been paid to former 
Albion player and coach Brian White- 
house, who has died aged 81. 

Whitehouse, who made 46 appear¬ 
ances for the Baggies during the 1950s, 
is regarded as something of an unsung 
hero at The Hawthorns for his work as 
a coach two decades later. 

Whitehouse handed Bryan Robson his 
first team debut during a three-game 
spell as caretaker boss following Don 
Howe’s sacking in 1975. He remained 
on the coaching staff during the reigns 
of Johnny Giles and Ron Atkinson be¬ 


fore following the latter to Manchester 
United. Ally Robertson, who was also 
restored to the first-team during White- 
house’s caretaker spell, said: “Brian 
helped bring a lot of young players 
through. 

“There were several of us who bene¬ 
fited from his guidance and he was an 
unsung hero in many senses.” 

Whitehouse, a striker, netted 17 goals 
for the Baggies including two in the 
1957 FA Cup semi-final against Villa. 
But with Ronnie Allen, Ray Barlow 
and Bobby Robson also on the club’s 


books, opportunities were limited and 
he left The Hawthorns in 1960, joining 
Norwich City, his career later taking in 
stops at Wrexham, Crystal Palace, Char¬ 
lton and Leyton Orient. 

His coaching career began at Arsenal, 
where he led the Gunners youngsters 
to victory in the 1971 FA Youth Cup, 
while assisting Howe who was taking 
the first-team to a league and cup dou¬ 
ble. When Howe later moved to Albion, 
Whitehouse followed. 

He leaves behind wife Barbara, son 
Adam and four grandchildren. 



Old Towcestrians 19 Old Halesonians 12 


The visitors took control and within 10 min¬ 
utes winger Luke Smith outpaced the opposition 
to score. Ian Briggs converted. 

It was 12-0 when Joe Collingham presented the 
ball to scrum half Martin Hooker, he passed to 
Chris Hooper, to Carl Robinson who broke the 
defence for a try. 

But Tows came back and pressure resulted in 
Hales back row Adam Clayton receiving a yellow 
card for a high tackle. This was followed on 40 
minutes by a yellow card for Smith for another 
high tackle, leading to a penalty try and the score 
at 12-7 and Hales down to 13 men. 

The second half was a dour battle on a really 
heavy pitch. The home side kept the ball and 
rolling mauls resulted in a try. Hales could not 
break the home defence and on 76 minutes, the 
more inventive home side scored a converted try 
to win. Hales meet Peterborough Lions at home 
on Saturday, kick off 2.15pm. 

Deadlock 

The second team lost 76-0, but the thirds were 
successful, beating local rivals Stourbridge 46-0 
to go second in the league. 

Old Hales broke the deadlock when a kick and 
chase down the right wing resulted in an ob¬ 
struction by a Stourbridge player 12 metres from 
the try line. Old Hales took a quick tap penalty 
to Tony Shaw who dipped his shoulder and dis¬ 
patched the first tackier then powered his way 
over for a try. 

Left winger Joel Keenan stole the ball and 
crossed the line to make the score 10-0. 

Keenan was in the action again when he col¬ 
lected another cross field kick and stepped on the 
gas to outpace the defence for his second try. 

Steve Deakin added to his season’s tally and 
Rhys Arthur slotted the conversion. Deakin then 
raced through for his second. 

Just before half time, Keenan completed his 
hat-trick, with Arthur adding the extras. 

Stourbridge held their own for the first 20 
minutes of the second half, but the breakthrough 
came through Callum Weston, Deakin with the 
conversion. Jack Elliot finished off a good after¬ 
noon. 


IT was a similar story for Hales, 
who led 12-0 before falling to 
defeat. 



SLIP AWAY 


Wrestlers get ready to rumble 





Andy Hendrix, of Halesowen, is among the entrants at the Pro-Wrestling Live event 


PROFESSIONAL wrestlers will take part in a 
‘Rileys Rumble’ next weekend - hours before 
American giants WWE stage their flagship bat¬ 
tle royal event. 

World Wrestling Entertainment stage their 
30th Royal Rumble at the Alamodome in Texas 
on Sunday, January 29. 

Box Office purchasers in the UK will watch 
proceedings on pay-per-view from the early 
hours of Monday. Rileys Sports Bar, on Broad 
Street Wolverhampton, is staying open to 
screen the event after holding a bill of its own. 

Promoter and grappler Matt Powell, from 


Walsall, aka Dad Dog Maxx, will bring Pro 
Wrestling Live to Rileys. A full wrestling show 
will be topped by their own 30-man over the 
top rope ‘Royal Rumble,’ where 28 competitors, 
including British champion Andy Hendrix, of 
Halesowen, will join the fray 30 seconds at a 
time after two have started the bout. 

It starts at 7pm. Entry is £6, or £10 VIP and a 
family of four at £20. Call 07404 279 880. 

There is no extra charge for those who have 
paid to watch the PWL to stay and watch the 
WWE Rumble. Alternatively, entry to the WWE 
Rumble is £5 from 10pm. Over-18s only. 


Strikers put 
end to Yeltz 
barren run 

Halesowen Town 2 Whitby Town 0 

A GOAL in each half from strikers Tris- 
tian Dunkley and George Bowerman 
boosted Halesowen to a much-needed 
first win in 11 games. 

The Yeltz proved to be full value for 
their half-time lead against their higher 
placed opponents and visiting goal¬ 
keeper Shane Bland kept out two efforts 
from Dunkley midway through the first 
half. But Bland couldn’t prevent danger¬ 
ous Dunkley scoring his first Halesowen 
goal in the 37th minute following a su¬ 
perb turn on the edge of the area. 

Whitby’s best first-half effort came 
in the 43rd minute when Dale Hopson 
struck a half-volley inches past the post. 

After the interval, the Seasiders 
pinned the Yeltz back for long spells, but 
lacked the end quality to turn possession 
into goals. Dan Platt made a great save 
to keep the scores level from Hopson’s 
shot after an hour and, as the pressure 
continued, Callum Martin blasted wide 
before curling another effort over the 
bar. 

Whitby substitute Matthew Tymon 
then fired two late efforts wide. 

Bowerman doubled Halesowen’s lead 
in the final minute when he robbed de¬ 
fender Luke Bythway to slot past Bland. 

Halesowen manager John Hill ex¬ 
pressed his relief at the long-awaited 
victory. 

“We worked really hard against a 
team near the top and I was delighted 
with our clean sheet, as well as both our 
strikers hitting goals. We do need to add 
to the squad, but the win helps confi¬ 
dence for the next game.” 

Water way to get 
new year started 

A STOURBRIDGE sports club is invit¬ 
ing people to make a unique new year’s 
resolution by learning to kayak. 

Volunteers from Stourbridge Arm 
Canoe Club are running an introductory 
six-week course starting on March 4. 

The hour-long sessions will take place 
on Saturday evenings at Haden Hill Lei¬ 
sure Centre. The course will conclude 
with a scenic trip along the Stourbridge 
Canal and a paddle on the River Severn. 

It is suitable for adults and juniors 
and costs £95, including instruction, the 
use of kayaks and all equipment and 14 
months’ club membership. 

The club meets weekly from April to 
October at their canalside clubhouse 
on the corner of Ashwood Park, Kinver 
Street, Wordsley and at Haden Hill Lei¬ 
sure Centre in the winter months. 

Call Mark Harding on 0121 550 6886 
or email stourbridgearmcanoeclub@ 
gmail.com 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT 
RECYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2015 was 71% 
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We take bookings for private 

parties from 2 to 50 people 
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1 THE ROWLEY 


BAR & GRILL 
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Tandoori Sizzlers Steaks Now Availabl e ( 
Mixed Grills | Curries 




07932634531 

47 HAWES LANE, B65 9AF., 
ROWLEY REGIS www.therowley.co.uk 
FACEBOOK.COM/ROWLEYBARANDGRILL 
THEROWLEYBAR | 




























